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Meeting Minutes – January 8, 2026
Virtual Zoom Meeting

Call to Order 
The January 8, 2026, meeting of the Somerset County Film Commission convened at 9:33 a.m. This meeting was held as a virtual meeting.

Pledge of Allegiance

Open Public Meetings Statement
Chair Daryl Eisenberg, reported that the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. Seq., adequate notice of this meeting was provided. The date, time and virtual meeting information for this meeting was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier News. The agenda and the virtual meeting information was also posted on the Film Commission website. 

ATTENDANCE
Present:
· Daryl Eisenberg, Chair
· Angela Miele, Vice Chair
· Monica Weeks
· Jonathan Kalafer
· Sara Nichols 
· Shanel Robinson, County Commissioner Director
· Colleen Mahr, County Administrator
· Carolann De Matos, Somerset County Director of Marketing and Communications 
· Jessica Paolini, Somerset County Director of Economic Development

Public
· Invited guest attendees: Jon Crowley, Executive Director, NJ Motion Picture & Television Commission; Janice Kovatch, Board Member, NJ Motion Picture & Television Commission

Approval of the Meeting Minutes: 
Chair Daryl Eisenberg called for a motion to approve the minutes of October 23, 2025 Film Commission meeting and December 11, 2025 Film Commission meeting. A voice vote was called, and the motion passed unanimously.

Election of Officers:
Angela Miele, Vice Chair nominates Daryl Eisenberg to serve as Chair. Sara Nichols seconds. A voice vote was called and the motion passed unanimously. Daryl Eisenberg nominates Angela Miele to serve as Vice Chair. Jonathan Kalafer seconds. A voice vote was called, and the motion passed unanimously.




DISCUSSION & PRESENTATION: 
NJ Motion Picture & Television Commission Presentation provided by Jon Crowley & Janice Kovatch
· NJ has the 3rd largest experienced workforce outside of LA and NY; 17k crew hires in 2023 
· Big focus has been updating the image library (60k in the database last year; 85k now); this is the easiest way for a production to discover a town
· Some of the most sought-after types of locations are bars & restaurants with a gritty look, all downtowns, hospitals, estate homes & farms 
· Jon shared that one of the best ways for counties to participate is to ensure the NJ 411 data is comprehensive; the more businesses & locations, the better; create a handout to give every production highlighting sub shops, hardware stores, etc. 
· NJ Film Works: Intend to get industry union members as trainers; grip & electric and art department have most jobs
· 2 strikes last year in the industry relate to AI (computer generated special effects work)
· NJ Film Ready: Requirements updated to best reflect industry needs; recertification ensures information in databases is current and accurate 
· SC Film Commission Members invited to NJ Film Expo on 4/30 (last year sold out) 
Staff Liaison Report provided by Jessica Paolini & Carolann De Matos
NJ Film Academy Update: 
· Carolann shared plans & timeline for press highlighting RVCC’s new Hair & Makeup for Film courses; will include quote from SC Film Commission; request for Commission members to help distribute to their networks 
Film Ready (ongoing): 
· Montgomery Township Film Ready Ordinance adoption rescheduled: February TBD
· Somerville in process of becoming Film Ready certified 

Public Comments
No members of the public were present.

Adjournment
There being no further business before the Commission, Chair Daryl Eisenberg asked for a motion to adjourn. A voice vote was called, and the motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned.

Next Meeting Date – March 19, 2026 (virtual)
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