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Meeting Minutes – March 19, 2026
Virtual Zoom Meeting

Call to Order 
March 19, 2026, meeting of the Somerset County Film Commission convened at 9:34 a.m. This meeting was held as a virtual meeting.

Pledge of Allegiance

Open Public Meetings Statement
Chair Daryl Eisenberg, reported that the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et. Seq., adequate notice of this meeting was provided. The date, time and virtual meeting information for this meeting was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier News. The agenda and the virtual meeting information was also posted on the Film Commission website. 

ATTENDANCE
Present:
· Daryl Eisenberg, Chair
· Angela Miele, Vice Chair
· Monica Weeks
· Jonathan Kalafer
· Shanel Robinson, County Commissioner Director
· Jessica Paolini, Somerset County Director of Economic Development
· David Gelfand, Somerset County Economic Development Specialist 

Public
· Jack Howard, county resident & professional communicator (photojournalism, podcast)

Approval of the Meeting Minutes: 
Chair Daryl Eisenberg called for a motion to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2026 Film Commission meeting. A voice vote was called, and the motion passed unanimously.

DISCUSSION & PRESENTATION: 
NJ Film Academy Update
· Commissioners discussed distributing PR on RVCC Hair & Makeup for Film program to their networks 
Film Ready Update
· County Film Ready Certification due to expire in March 2026, as County was part of the original pilot. County staff completed several tasks, including confirming businesses in 411 database, locations, and staff contacts. 
· Bedminster ordinance undergoing further review/edits at the state-level.  
· A question was raised about the Film Ready certification process. Staff shared that the requirements have changed several times and responses can take several weeks to receive.  

Active Film Inquiries 
· Staff shared inquiries they’ve received, including from a student production interested in using a road in Somerset. They also heard about an unknown production scouting in Warren Township and are working to confirm details. 
North Plainfield H.S. Career Day
· Confirming interest and availability of Commissioners to participate on April 14th am. 
· Models to consider: Reel Works working with high schools in NY. Angela recommended reaching out to David Shoner at NJEDA who has done these types of events in the past. 
· Angela suggested bringing in someone from the union to speak, to show range of career opportunities (someone who does grip work for example). 
· Staff developing a one-pager on the industry to share with students as a take-away. Will provide draft for review. 
Open Discussion
· Angela shared that the Screen Alliance will hold its annual expo 4/30 in the Meadowlands and encouraged staff to attend. 

Public Comments
Jack Howard shared that he is a resident of the county. He is supportive of the work of the Film Commission and sees value in attracting more productions to the area. He would like to know about opportunities to further support this work. Commissioner Director Robinson advised that he could apply for a seat on the Film Commission. 

Adjournment
There being no further business before the Commission, Chair Daryl Eisenberg asked for a motion to adjourn. A voice vote was called, and the motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned.

Next Meeting Date – May 21, 2026 (virtual)
Page 2 of 2

image1.emf
" Somerset County NJ

P’ FILM COMMISSION










