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SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D.
DISTRICT MEETING
February 18, 2026

PRESENT: Mark Kirby, Bob Amberg, Jim Laine, Ed Dec, Jonathan Blank, Matthew D’Alessandro,
Kimberly Dalton (NRCS), Kate Brown (Rutgers)

ABSENT:

CALL to ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 12:10 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.
APPROVAL of MINUTES

The minutes of the December 2025 meeting were reviewed by the Board. A motion was made by Jim
Laine to approve the December 2025 meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and
unanimously passed.

TREASURER REPORT:

The Treasurer’s Reports for December 2025 and January 2026 were reviewed by the Board. Bob Amberg
made a motion to approve the report. The motion was seconded by Jim Laine and unanimously passed.

CORRESPONDENCE: none
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OLD BUSINESS: none

NEW BUSINESS:

Annual Reorganization meeting- The annual reorganization meeting took place. The floor was opened
for nominations for Chairman and Mark Kirby recused himself. A motion was made by Ed Dec to
nominate Mark Kirby as the Chairman. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and unanimously
passed. A motion was made by Jim Laine to close the nominations for the Chairman position. The
motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and unanimously passed. The floor was opened for the Vice
Chairman position. Jim Laine recused himself. A motion was made by Ed Dec to nominate Jim Laine
for the Vice Chairman position. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and unanimously passed. A
motion was made by Ed Dec to close the nominations for Vice Chairman. The motion was seconded by
Jonathan Blank and unanimously passed.

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the
dates from 12/17/25 to 2/12/26. Mark Kirby recused himself from SUSCD File#2021-4737 of the
certified list. Jim Laine recused himself from SUSCD File#2026-7453 of the certified list. Ed Dec
recused himself from SUSCD File#2026-7472. Jim Laine made a motion to approve the plans on the
certified and completed list for the period of 12/17/25 to 2/12/26. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec
and unanimously passed.

Chapter 251 Surcharge Fee Reimbursement FY26 Q1- Matthew D’Alessandro informed the Board that
the Chapter 251 Surcharge Fee Reimbursement FY 26 Q1 was received in the amount of $4,350.00. A
motion was made by Jonathan Blank to pay the invoice as received. The motion was seconded by Bob
Amberg and unanimously passed.

Envirothon Donation Request- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a donation request for the annual
Envirothon was received from Rick Dovey, President of the NJACD. The Board discussed the request.
A motion was made by Bob Amberg to provide a $1,000.00 donation. The motion was seconded by Jim
Laine and unanimously passed.

Denials- Matthew D’ Alessandro presented SUSCD File# 2022-5174, 2024-5108, 2024-6369, 2022-5673,
2022-5114, 2023-6301, 2021-5082 for formal denial by the Board. Staff made numerous attempts to
contact the applicants and engineers over months and years to work towards certification of the
application packages without being able to do so. Revision requests were requested without revised plans
being provided to continue the reviews. Therefore, the referenced files were recommended for denial.
The Board discussed the matter. A motion was made by Jonathan Blank to deny the files as presented.
The motion was seconded by Jim Laine and unanimously passed.

NRCS/SCD Local Working Group-Matthew D’ Alessandro advised the SUSCD and Hunterdon SCD are
hosting a Local Working Group with the NRCS on 2/24/26 from 9:15 -12:15 am at the Somerset County
4H Center located in Bridgewater, NJ.
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Annual NJACD Poster Contest- Matthew D’ Alessandro reported that the annual NJACD poster contest is
underway and provided the brochure. It has been posted on the website and social media.

Stop Work Order (Watchung)- Matthew D’Alessandro reported Stop Work Order was issued in
Watchung, NJ for ignoring numerous deficiency letters and grossly exceeding the allowable limits of
disturbance according to the certified SESC plans.

Stop Work Order (rescinded)- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a Stop Work Order in Warren was
rescinded after the applicant gained compliance with the mandates of the Stop Work Order.

Employees Association letter- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a letter of gratitude was received by
the Employees Association for the recent donation.

Farm Vehicle Safety Poster Contest- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he was approached by the
Somerset County Board of Agriculture to sponsor a poster contest for farm vehicle safety. The Board
discussed the request. A motion was made by Ed Dec to provide a monetary donation of $595.00. The
motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and unanimously passed.

Somerset County 4H Fair Sponsorship Request- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he received an
email from Tina Pirro, President of the Somerset County 4H Association requesting a donation for the
annual Somerset County 4H Agricultural Fair a shortfall in the budget for the fair. Mark Kirby,
Chairman recused himself from the discussion. The Board entered in discussion. A motion was made by
Ed Dec to provide a $5,000 donation for the fair. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and
unanimously passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Matthew D’Alessandro provided a Conservation Plan submittal for discussion in closed session. A
motion was made by Jim Laine to enter closed session. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and
unanimously passed entering closed session at 1:19 pm. The Board discussed the request. A motion was
made by Jim Laine to exit closed session. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously passed.
Closed session was exited at 1:26 pm. Bob Amberg made a motion to approve the request. The motion
was seconded by Jonathan Blank and unanimously passed.

REPORTS:

NRCS - Kimberly Dalton reported that she is working on the upcoming Local Working Group with the
Somerset Union SCD office. She is also very busy with 2026 applications.

SCD — Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he is working on the upcoming Meet and Greet and Local
Working Group with the NRCS. He encouraged the supervisors to register for the Local Working Group
to be held on 2/24/26 from 9:15-12:15 am at the Somerset County 4H Building (gym). The flyer has
been posted on the website and social media. Matthew has also done a lot of outreach to several
government and partner agencies. Matthew reported he and Lisa are actively working with the auditor
for the annual audit process. Matthew reported he is continuing to serve as the President of the
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Employees Association. The Employees Association has assumed the role of polling the employees
throughout the state for training needs that are presented to the NJDA.

ADJOURNMENT:

Jim Laine made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously
passed. The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at noon at the district office.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew D’ Alessandro
District Manager



