
2026 Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission Local Arts Program Re-grantees 

Bernards Township Park & Recreation, Bernards   Award: $8,000 

Special project funding will support the 39th season of the Plays in the Park Program. 

Find out more at: https://bernards.org/departments/recreation 

 

Center for Cultural & Creative Exchange, Bridgewater   Award: $5,700 

Special project funding will support the Mid-Autumn Lantern Festival, a traditional Chinese folk 

celebration bringing Chinese traditions to Somerset County residents.  

Find out more at: https://cccenj.org 

 

Franklin Food Bank, Franklin      Award: $3,500 

Special project funding will support the second annual Rising Tides of Hunger poetry festival for 

K-12 students in Franklin Township schools culminating in a public poetry slam event. 

Find out more at: https://franklinfoodbank.org/ 

 

Franklin Township Cultural Arts Council, Franklin   Award: $6,000 

Special project funding will support a three-part Summer Concert Series providing free live music 

to the community. 

Find out more at: https://www.franklintwpnj.org/committees-commissions/cultural-arts-council 

 

Friends of the Kennedy Martin Stelle Farmstead, Bernards  Award: $30,000 

General operating support funds will support ongoing community arts programs such as concerts, art 

exhibitions, special events, and art education offerings. 

Find out more at: https://farmsteadartscenter.org/ 

 

Light Opera of New Jersey, Bernards     Award: $20,000 

General operating support funding will be used to support artistic expenses associated with 

upcoming productions and cultural offerings. 

Find out more at: https://lightoperaofnewjersey.org/ 

 

Montgomery Township, Montgomery     Award: $17,500 

Special project funding will support a community mural project in Montgomery drawing inspiration 

from themes of heritage, community, and local identity. 

Find out more at: https://www.montgomerynj.gov/ 

 

Music in the Somerset Hills, Bernardsville    Award: $10,000 

General operating support funds will assist with core operations and support outreach initiatives, 

concerts, and educational music experiences for the community. 

Find out more at: https://www.musicsh.org 

 

Presbyterian Church at Bound Brook, Bound Brook   Award: $2,750 

Special project funding will support the fourth annual Winter Music Camp, an intensive series of 

music education classes for the local community. 

Find out more at: https://www.bbpc.org/ 
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2026 Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission Local Arts Program Re-grantees 

Raritan Valley Choral Society, Hillsborough    Award: $4,000 

General operating support funds will assist with core operations, support the presentation of 

quality community concerts, and facilitate artist collaborations. 

Find out more at: https://www.raritanvalleychorus.org/ 

 

Raritan Valley Symphonic Band, Hillsborough    Award: $7,000 

General operating support funds will assist with core operations and support a selection of quality 

concerts and educational programs within Somerset County.   

Find out more at: http://www.rvsb.org/ 

 

Sieminski Theater, Bernards      Award: $5,000 

General operating support funds will assist with core operations and support the theater’s wide 

range of programs including concerts, original skits, and plays. 

Find out more at: https://sieminskitheater.org/ 

 

Somerset Symphony Orchestra, Hillsborough    Award: $16,000 

General operating support funds will assist with core operations, support community 

programming, and provide engaging music experiences to Somerset County. 

Find out more at: https://www.somersetsymphony.org/ 

 

Somerset Valley Players, Hillsborough     Award: $10,875 

General operating support funds will assist with core operations and support the presentation of 

accessible, affordable, and quality live theater within Somerset County. 

Find out more at: http://svptheatre.org/ 

 

The Media and Performance Collective, Bound Brook   Award: $4,530 

Special project funding will support the production of “The Narcissistic Entanglement”, a 

documentary featuring art inspired videos and personal testimonials. 

Find out more at: https://www.themapc.org/ 

 

The New School for Music Study, Kingston    Award: $8,000 

Special project funding will support a Silent Film Celebration showcasing nine classic silent films 

accompanied by local piano students of all ages and levels. 

Find out more at: https://www.nsmspiano.org 

 

Ubuntu Cultural Pavilion, Inc., Somerville    Award: $9,145 

Special project funding will support the 2026 Paul Robeson Arts Festival and Pop-Up Museum 

bringing African American history, arts, and community storytelling into public spaces. 

Find out more at: https://www.ucpavilion.org 

 

Ukrainian History and Education Center, Franklin   Award: $32,000 

General operating support funds will support a wide range of educational programming 

highlighting Ukrainian fine and traditional arts.   

Find out more at: https://www.ukrhec.org/ 

 

 

Total Funds Awarded: $200,000 
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