
 

 

 

SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D. 

DISTRICT MEETING 

     December 17, 2025 
 

 

 

PRESENT: Mark Kirby, Jim Laine, Bob Amberg, Jonathan Blank, Matthew D’Alessandro 

 

ABSENT:      Ed Dec, Kimberly Dalton (NRCS) 

 

CALL to ORDER: 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:18 p.m.  

 

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE 

 

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975. 

 

APPROVAL of MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the November 2025 meeting were reviewed by the Board.  A motion was made by Jim 

Laine to approve the November 2025 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and 

unanimously passed.   

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

 

The Treasurer’s Report for November 2025 was reviewed by the Board.  Bob Amberg made a motion to 

approve the report.  The motion was seconded by Jim Laine and unanimously passed. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: none 
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OLD BUSINESS:  

 

Annual Performance Evaluations- Matthew D’Alessandro briefed the Board that he has been 

communicating with Somerset County HR and Finance concerning the approved increases to 

salary concerning cost of living/performance and the approval to cover the drastic increases to 

medical insurance for 2026.  The SUSCD Board discussed the matter.  A motion was made by 

Jim Laine to approve an 8% increase to salary for all staff to cover the cost of 

living/performance increase at 4% and another 4% to cover the 2026 increases to medical 

insurance.  The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and unanimously passed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the 

dates from 11/19/25 to 12/16/25. Jonathan Blank recused himself from SUSCD File #2021-5052 from the 

completed list.  Mark Kirby recused himself from SUSCD File#2021-5052 and SUSCD File#2022-5696 

from the completed list.  Jonathan Blank made a motion to approve the plans on the certified and 

completed list for the period of 11/19/25 to 12/16/25.  The motion was seconded by Jim Laine and 

unanimously passed. 

 

Stop Work Order (Warren)- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a Stop Work Order was issued for a site 

on Wychwood Way in Warren, NJ 

 

Stop Work Order (Scotch Plains)- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that 3 Stop Work Orders were issued 

on three contiguous properties in Scotch Plains on Jerusalem Road after being informed by NJDEP 

Division of Solid Waste. 

 

Stop Work Order (Branchburg)- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a Stop Work Order was issued for a 

property on Chubb Way in Branchburg, NJ. 

 

Office Lease Renewal-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the office lease was renewed for another 3 

years in the Somerset County 4H Building. 

 

Annual Partnership Conference/Awards- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the annual partnership 

conference was held on 11/24/25 at the Conference Center at the Mercer County Community College.  

Matthew reported that SUSCD staff, Nathan Charron, Erosion Control Specialist received the 2026 

Outstanding District Conservationist Award for the State of NJ.  Matthew also reported that the Union 

County Improvement Authority won the award for 2026 Outstanding Developer of the Year Award for 

the Echo Lake Dog Park in Mountainside, NJ.  The UCIA worked closely with Nathan Charron and the 

SUSCD office to provide proper surface stability to the hilly topography before allowing the public to use 

the park despite pressure by the public to open. 

 

Employees Association Donation Request-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a donation request to the 

NJ Employees Association was received.  The Employee’s Association is a volunteer organization but is 

responsible for annual dues and other administrative costs.  The Employee’s Association has also been 

assisting in statewide trainings and seminars with the NJACD, NJDA, NRCS, NJDEP.  The Board 
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discussed the donation request.  A motion was made by Jim Laine to approve a $200.00 donation.  The 

motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and unanimously passed. 

 

2026 SUSCD Board of Supervisors Meeting Dates-Matthew D’Alessandro presented the 2026 meeting 

dates for the SUSCD Board of Supervisors meetings.  A motion was made by Jim Laine to approve the 

dates as presented.  The motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and unanimously passed. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: none 

 

 

REPORTS: 

 

NRCS – none 

 

SCD – Matthew D’Alessandro thanked the SUSCD Board and SUSCD staff for their hard work and 

another successful year.  Matthew welcomed the State Erosion Control Engineers, John Matos-Ramos 

and Kelly Doyle to the meeting.  John and Kelly spent the morning with staff reviewing plans and 

discussing various matters.  John and Kelly introduced themselves and spoke about their previous work 

experience.  Matthew reported that he and staff are excited to work closely with John and Kelly.   

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Bob Amberg made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and 

unanimously passed. The meeting was adjourned at 12:47 p.m. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at noon at the district office. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Matthew D’Alessandro  

District Manager  


