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SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D.
DISTRICT MEETING
September 24, 2025

PRESENT: Jim Laine, Bob Amberg, Jonathan Blank, Matthew D’Alessandro, Ed Dec, Kimberly
Dalton (NRCS)

ABSENT: Mark Kirby

CALL to ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.
APPROVAL of MINUTES

The minutes of the July 2025 meeting were reviewed by the Board. A motion was made by Bob Amberg
to approve the July 2025 meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and
unanimously passed.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

The Treasurer’s Reports for July and August 2025 was reviewed by the Board. Ed Dec made a motion to
approve the report. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and unanimously passed.

CORRESPONDENCE: none
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OLD BUSINESS:

Staffing- Matthew D’ Alessandro reported that Ana Olarte-Gonzalez started as an Administrative
Assistant on 9/22/25. Matthew also reported that Nick Chaballa will be returning to full-time
status on 10/6/25 and the office will be fully staffed.

Soil Importation/Social Media-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the district is seeing more
importation of soil onto residential lots without permits. Many instances, the owner states that
they received the soil from an ad on social media such as Facebook Marketplace and the soil is
advertised as clean fill. Matthew has been working closely with the Attorney General’s office
and the NJDEP Division of Solid Waste on these matters.

Bernards Township-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the SSCC approved the request by
Bernards Township to relegate the enforcement of SESC certifications to the SUSCD. The
effective date of the transfer of full responsibility of the SESC certifications by the SUSCD will
take effect on 11/1/25.

NEW BUSINESS:

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the
dates from 7/23/25 to 9/23/25. Jonathan Blank recused himself from SUSCD File #2025-7207, 2025-
7178, 2025-7145 from the certified list and SUSCD File# 2020-4329, 2019-3911, 2024-6674 from the
completed list. Jim Laine recused himself from SUSCD File#2025-7212 from the certified list and File#
2018-3096 from the completed list. Ed Dec made a motion to approve the plans on the certified and
completed list for the period of 7/23/25 to 9/23/25. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and
unanimously passed.

Stop Work Order rescinded- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a Stop Work Order on Dead River
Road in Warren, NJ has been rescinded.

Chapter 251 Surcharge Fee Invoice FY25 Q4-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the Chapter 251
Surcharge Fee invoice for FY25 Q4 was received in the amount of $4,750.00. A motion was made by
Bob Amberg to pay the invoice as presented. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously
passed.

Annual Partnership Conference Planning- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he is involved with the
planning of the annual conference as part of his role as the NJ Employee’s Association President. He is
working closely with the NJDA, NJACD and NRCS.

Somerset County 4H Donation Request-Matthew D’Alessandro presented a request from the Somerset
County 4H Program for a $1,000.00 donation to the Ag Ambassador program for professional polos and
program materials. A motion was made by Ed Dec to provide a $1,000.00 donation as requested. The
motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and unanimously passed.
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Stop Work Order- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a Stop Work Order was issued on 9/24/25 for a
property on Concord Drive in Bridgewater, NJ.

Stop Work Order-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a Stop Work Order was issued on 7/29/25 for a
property on Readington Road in Branchburg, NJ.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made to enter closed session at 8:20 pm by Bob Amberg. The
motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously passed. A Request for Assistance and Conservation
Plans were presented to the Board by the NRCS. The Board reviewed the materials and entered
discussion. A motion was made to exit closed session at 8:32 pm by Ed Dec. The motion was seconded
by Jonathan Blank and unanimously passed. The Board re-entered public session at 8:33 pm. A motion
was made by Ed Dec to approve all materials as presented. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg
and unanimously passed.

REPORTS:

NRCS — Kimberly Dalton of the NRCS stated assisting Jill Ott of the Frenchtown office and will be
assisting our office for at least 120 days.

SCD — Matthew D’Alessandro reported the annual audit will start on 10/22/25. Matthew also reported

that the new district vehicle arrived and has been labeled and is ready for use. Matthew reported that the
staff has performed excellently and are thriving. He was thankful to the Board for their volunteer efforts.

ADJOURNMENT:

Ed Dec made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and
unanimously passed. The meeting was adjourned at 8:39 p.m.

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 15, 2025, at noon at the district office.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew D’ Alessandro
District Manager



