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SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D.
DISTRICT MEETING
October 15, 2025

PRESENT: Jim Laine, Bob Amberg, Jonathan Blank, Matthew D’ Alessandro, Ed Dec

ABSENT: Mark Kirby

CALL to ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.
APPROVAL of MINUTES

The minutes of the September 2025 meeting were reviewed by the Board. A motion was made by
Jonathan Blank to approve the September 2025 meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Bob
Amberg and unanimously passed.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

The Treasurer’s Report for September 2025 was reviewed by the Board. Bob Amberg made a motion to
approve the report. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and unanimously passed.

CORRESPONDENCE: none
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OLD BUSINESS:

Staffing- Matthew D’ Alessandro reported that Ana Olarte-Gonzalez started as an Administrative
Assistant on 9/22/25 and is doing an excellent job. Matthew also reported that Nick Chaballa
returned to full-time status on 10/6/25. Matthew reported that he will be performing annual
performance reviews in the next two months and requested the Board to start considering
potential increases for the staff based on feedback from the manager and cost of living.

NEW BUSINESS:

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the
dates from 9/24/25 to 10/14/25. Jonathan Blank recused himself from SUSCD File #2025-7274 from the
certified list. Ed Dec recused himself from SUSCD File#2025-7292 and 2025-7284 from the certified
list. Jonathan Blank made a motion to approve the plans on the certified and completed list for the period
0f 9/24/25 to 10/14/25. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously passed.

Stop Work Order rescinded- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a Stop Work Order on Readington
Road in Branchburg, NJ has been rescinded.

Stop Work Order rescinded- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a Stop Work Order on Fox Hill Drive
in Warren, NJ has been rescinded.

NACD Conservation Investment Request- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the NACD Conservation
Investment Request has been received for NACD’s 2026 fiscal year. A motion was made by Bob
Amberg to provide a conservation investment for FY26 in the amount of $775.00 to the NACD. The
motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and unanimously passed.

Annual Partnership Conference Planning-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he has been actively
working with the NJACD, NJDA and Rutgers for planning the Annual Partnership Conference which will
be held on 11/24/25 at the Mercer County Community College as part of his role as President of the NJ
Employees Association.

December Meeting/Annual Holiday Luncheon- Matthew reported that he has been looking into a new
location for the upcoming December meeting and holiday luncheon. A motion was made by Ed Dec to
allow for new location at a cost up to $1,200.00. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and
unanimously passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: none

REPORTS:
NRCS —none

SCD — Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a thank you card was received by the Somerset County 4H
Association for the donation towards the Ag Ambassador program. Matthew reported that the annual
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audit will commence next week. Matthew reported that Mark Kirby, Chairman has been in regular
contact by phone, and he is healing well from his surgery. Mark is hopeful to be at the next Board
meeting. Matthew reported that he will be attending a networking meeting at the Somerset County 4H
Building with Rutgers, various townships, Somerset 4H, etc. Matthew stated how well the staff is
performing and is thankful to the Board for their volunteer services.

Prior to adjournment, Jonathan Blank informed Matthew and the Board that the date of the agenda was
incorrect. It was dated 10/14/25 and should have been 10/15/25. Matthew acknowledged the error and
will correct it.

ADJOURNMENT:

Ed Dec made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and
unanimously passed. The meeting was adjourned at 12:51 p.m.

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at noon at the district office.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew D’ Alessandro
District Manager



