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SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D.
DISTRICT MEETING
November 19, 2025

PRESENT: Mark Kirby, Jim Laine, Bob Amberg, Jonathan Blank, Matthew D’ Alessandro, Ed Dec
ABSENT: Kimberly Dalton (NRCS)

CALL to ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 12:04 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.
APPROVAL of MINUTES

The minutes of the October 2025 meeting were reviewed by the Board. A motion was made by Jim Laine
to approve the October 2025 meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and
unanimously passed.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

The Treasurer’s Report for October 2025 was reviewed by the Board. Ed Dec made a motion to approve
the report. The motion was seconded by Jim Laine and unanimously passed.

CORRESPONDENCE: none
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OLD BUSINESS:

Bernards Township exempt status-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the SUSCD took over
full enforcement of the SESC certifications, effective 11/1/25. The application process and
enforcement will be handled the same as municipalities in Somerset and Union counties.

NEW BUSINESS:

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the
dates from 10/15/25 to 11/18/25. Jonathan Blank recused himself from SUSCD File #2025-7365 from the
certified list. Ed Dec recused himself from SUSCD File#2025-7346 from the certified list and 2024-6832
from the completed list. Mark Kirby recused himself from SUSCD File#2025-7306 from the certified
list. Jim Laine recused himself from SUSCD File#2025-6965 from the completed list. Bob Amberg
made a motion to approve the plans on the certified and completed list for the period of 10/15/25 to
11/18/25. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously passed.

Stop Work Order (Warren)- Matthew D’ Alessandro reported that a Stop Work Order was issued for a site
on Wychwood Way in Warren, NJ

Somerset County 4H Request- Matthew D'Alessandro reported that a letter was received by Melissa
Bright, 4H Agent for Somerset County RCE seeking financial support in the amount of $1,000 to assist in
the development of the 4H Greenhouse and Herb Project. The SUSCD Board discussed the request. A
motion was made by Jim Laine to provide the $1,000 assistance request. The motion was seconded by
Bob Amberg and unanimously passed.

December Meeting/Holiday luncheon- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the December 2025 SUSCD
Board meeting will be held on 12/17/25 at noon at Café Picasso in Somerville, NJ. The annual holiday
luncheon will follow the meeting.

Annual Partnership Conference- Matthew D’ Alessandro reported that the annual partnership conference
will be held on 11/24/25 at the Conference center at the Mercer County Community College. Matthew
reported that he was part of the planning process with the NJDA, NRCS, Rutgers, NJACD.

FY26 1% Quarter RFA Reimbursement- Matthew D’ Alessandro reported that the invoice for the FY26 1%
Quarter RFA Reimbursement was received in the amount of $3,405. A motion to pay the invoice as
presented was made by Bob Amberg. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and unanimously
passed.

Annual Performance Evaluations- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that annual performance evaluations
are being performed. The Board entered discussion regarding the drastic increase to medical
contributions for 2026. A motion was made by Jim Laine to cover the costs of the increases for 2026 for
all staff. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously passed. The Board entered discussion
for performance/cost of living increases. A motion was made by Ed Dec to provide a 4% increase for all
staff based on performance, cost of living and positive feedback. The motion was seconded by Jim Laine
and unanimously passed.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: none

REPORTS:

NRCS —none

SCD — Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he is continuing making improvements to the office and is
replacing the counter/sink. Matthew reported that he and staff are looking forward to the holiday
luncheon and that staff have been excelling.

*Ed Dec left the meeting at 12:43 pm.

ADJOURNMENT:

Jim Laine made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Jonathan Blank and
unanimously passed. The meeting was adjourned at 1:08 p.m.

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 17, 2025, at noon at Café Picasso in Somerville.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew D’ Alessandro
District Manager



