SOMERSET COUNTY CULTURAL & HERITAGE COMMISSION
Thursday, October 2, 2025
Meeting Minutes — Hybrid In Person/Virtual

2"d Floor, County Administration Building, 20 Grove St., Somerville, NJ 08876

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. by Commission President Rory Britt in compliance with
the Open Public Meeting Notice Act, Chapter 231, PL 1975.

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll Call

Commissioners: Rory Britt, Marge Sullivan, Kathy Faulks, Linda Barth, Robert Grundfest, Jonathan
Hress

Excused: Don Esposito

Absent: Donetta Bishop-Johnson, Maritza Martinez

Staff: Kaitlin Bundy, Katie Himics, Robert Meyer, Tom Boccino, Josephine Taranto

Advisory Members: Aldo Adriazola, Sean Blinn, Christina Bucciero, Stephen G. Harlan, Rose Kopf,
Rikki Massand

Excused: Brian Faulks, Anna Gerwel, Leslie Workman

Absent: Linda Brnicevic, Phyllis Marganoff, Aparna Virmani

Members of the Public: Bob Barth, Cynthia Blumenkrantz, Amelia Dominguez, Osman Dulgeroglu,
Alan Hurley, Olinda Young

Commissioner Liaison: Melonie Marano

Approval of September 4, 2025, Minutes
Motion to accept the minutes made by Marge Sullivan and seconded by Linda Barth. Passed.

Correspondence

o Staff received a letter from American Theater Group expressing thanks for the additional $1,100 in
Local Arts Program (LAP) grant funding they received. This funding was available due to a re-
distribution of funds. More information was provided during Old Business.

o Staff received the Fall edition of The Van Harlingen Historian, The Van Harlingen Historical
Society’s newsletter.

e Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires federal agencies or any
federally funded project to consider the effects on historic properties. This law requires the review
of interested parties in the area, and often the Cultural & Heritage Commission is invited to consult
on these matters. The Commission received the following Section 106 letters since the previous
meeting:

o Received September 9: New Jersey Department of Community Affairs (NJ DCA) Hurricane
Ida Community Development Block Grants pertaining to three properties in Manville and
one in North Plainfield. Activities under the Blue Acres program include demolition of
residential buildings, along with the resulting debris removal, and property restoration to
open space at the addresses identified. Staff noted that three of the properties lie in
identified or eligible archaeological site grids identified by the State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO), and although these properties are already disturbed, careful consideration
of archaeological resources is advised.

o Received September 24: Staff received a letter from SHPO regarding Somerset County
Bridge C0104, also known as the Bedens Brook Bridge. Staff were advised that the
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proposed rehabilitation of the bridge is considered an encroachment and will be subject to
a Historic Sites Council review meeting on October 16, 2025.

Staff Reports / Old Business

Grants

Local Arts Program Grant. The Local Arts Program (LAP) Grant are funds the Commission receives
annually from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts to primarily regrant out to local non-profits and
municipalities.

2025 Grant. Final reports have been made available in iON and all re-grantees have been notified via
email. Re-grantees that received Special Project or Creative Placemaking funding and have
completed their projects may submit their final report early. General Operating Support re-grantees
must wait until the end of the calendar year before they can submit their final report. Completed
reports are due by January 9, 2026. One 2025 LAP grant was rescinded as the organization failed to
submit their signed contract. The grant amount was $11,000 which is being redistributed to all 2025
LAP General Operating Support re-grantees in the amount of $1,100 each. These organizations have
been notified and are excited to receive additional funding.

2026 Grant. Staff received 26 applications for the 2026 LAP grant with a total of $540,535 in requests.
All applications have been sent to an independent peer panel, who will review the applications
independently before meeting as the full panel to discuss the grants later this month.

County History Partnership Program Grant. The County History Partnership Program (CHPP)
Grant are funds the Commission receives annually from the New Jersey State Historical Commission
to primarily regrant out to local non-profits and municipalities.

2025 Grant. Final reports have been made available in iON and all re-grantees have been notified via
email. Re-grantees that received Special Project funding and have completed their projects may
submit their final report early. General Operating Support re-grantees must wait until the end of the
calendar year before they can submit their final report. Completed reports are due by January 9, 2026.

2026 Grant. Staff received 14 applications for the 2026 CHPP grant with a total of $558,642 in
requests. The 2026 CHPP grant has $89,250 available for re-grants. All applications have been sent
to an independent peer panel, who will review the applications independently before meeting as the
full panel to discuss the grants later this month.

Historic Preservation Grant Program. The Somerset County Historic Preservation Grant Program is
an annual program which awards non-profit and government agencies funds for the restoration,
preservation, and rehabilitation of historic sites listed on or eligible for listing on the New Jersey and
National Registers of Historic Places.
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2018 Grant. A representative of Jacobus Vanderveer House has submitted a progress report for the
Friends of Jacobus Vanderveer House’s 2018 historic preservation grant. In this report, the group
details the change from non-profit to municipal stewardship of the site. With this transition, the group
mentions changes from the awarded project and requests a transfer of funds from the soon-to-be-
dissolved Friends group to the municipal committee. Staff are reviewing these items and are
requesting follow-up information before making a recommendation to the Commission.

2021 Grant. The Meadows Foundation and their architect, Michael Calafati, have begun their 2021
project at the Van Liew Suydam House. They have received their SHPO approval and are planning to
go out to bid in the coming weeks. Due to cost increases, the group has narrowed the project to
necessary repairs to fit the budget. Staff is awaiting the revised construction documents and will make
a recommendation to the Commission upon completion of the review.

2025 Grant. The 2025 grants are moving through the final stages of the review process. Staff is
currently awaiting a date to award the 2025 grants.

Cooperative Marketing Grant. The Cooperative Marketing Grant are funds the Commission receives
from the NJ Division of Travel and Tourism to market and promote the Commission’s annual heritage
tourism event, Journey Through the Past.

2025 Grant. Ads are currently running with Bucks County Magazine, Edible Jersey, and The Hook
Magazine. Digital ads are running with Edible Jersey and Hudson Valley Magazine.

2026 Grant. Staff submitted the application which was due on June 13, 2025. Staff expect to be
notified of funding later this month.

Docent Training Program. The Cultural & Heritage Commission’s pilot Somerset County Docent
Training Program officially ended on June 29. Staff continue to receive positive feedback from both
the docents themselves and the historic sites. Volunteers are actively engaged with the Five Generals
Houses, and many will be assisting with the sites’ activities during Journey Through the Past. Ahali
Consulting LLC has provided staff with a Final Program Report, which includes an in-depth Outcomes
and Recommendations report outlining short-term and long-term improvements that can be made for
future rounds of the program. Staff are working to finalize this report with Ahali.

County Historic Preservation Projects. Somerset County Historic Preservation Projects include
initiatives associated with County-owned historic sites. The Engineering & Planning divisions
collaborate on these projects.

Van Horne House. Estimated completion is the end of the year. Due to construction delays the Van
Horne House will not be completed and visitor-ready for Journey Through the Past. Current work
includes new siding, window restoration is underway, most shutters have been reinstalled, and some
roofing materials are on site, the remainder have been ordered.
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Lord Stirling Manor Archaeology Phase Il. The 1770s Festival at Lord Stirling Park, hosted by the
Somerset County Park Commission, will be held on Sunday, October 5, from 11:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Josephine Taranto, Tom Boccino, and the Hunter Research Team will be on-site with artifacts and
open archaeological units to speak about this year’s findings at the Manor.

Historical Markers. The Hibernia Mine Railroad Bridge Historical Marker was recently recreated and
reinstalled on the Raritan River Greenway. The marker highlights the bridge’s unique Phoenix-column
construction and its history as the oldest surviving metal truss bridge in Somerset County, originally
constructed in 1879.

Cultural & Heritage Gallery. The 2025 Journey Through the Past exhibit opened on September 12

and features educational boards with fun facts about several participating sites. This year the boards
were updated to match our current marketing designs. To celebrate the program’s 20th anniversary,
there is also a special display on the third floor with photos and memorabilia from past Journeys, as

well as commemorative glassware from 1964 celebrating five Somerset County historic sites.

Open Air / Open Space. Open Air/ Open Space is a special art project developed in collaboration
with the Somerset County Park Commission and Somerset County Open Space Preservation
Program in celebration of 15,000 acres of preserved open space in Somerset County. This project
highlights Somerset County’s long-standing dedication to preserving open space for conservation,
passive use, and active recreation through the unique artistic visions of over 30 talented New Jersey
Plein Air artists. Artists were paired with 12 Somerset County parks and given the last year to create
their artwork so that they could feature the parks’ natural beauty and recreational activities in any
season. The exhibition opens on October 17 in the County Administration Building. A gallery reception
will be held on October 23 at 6:00 P.M. to honor the artists and announce the winners of this juried
exhibition. If you wish to attend the reception, please RSVP to Cultural and Heritage staff at
CulturalHeritage@co.somerset.nj.us or (908) 231-7022 by October 16. The exhibit runs until
December 31. It will then travel to four public locations throughout the County in early 2026.

Hues of History. Hues of History is a special art project to commemorate 25 years of historic
preservation in Somerset County. This project will capture the architectural beauty of Somerset
County’s preserved historic sites, from the Colonial period to the early 20th century, as seen through
the eyes of talented New Jersey artists. 46 artists have confirmed their participation in the program
and were assigned their historic site on September 11. Participating artists will be working in a wide
variety of mediums including acrylic, oil, pastel, photography, and egg tempura. Artists will have one
year to complete their artwork, which will then be shown in an exhibit at the County Administration
Building starting in October 2026. A touring component of the exhibit will take place in 2027.

Technical Assistance Workshop. The Cultural & Heritage Commission offers a selection of
professionally-led technical assistance workshops to benefit our local non-profit organizations. The
next workshop, titled “Board Basics and Beyond: Building Stronger Boards for Nonprofits”, will take
place on October 17, 2025, from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. in-person at the Somerset County Human
Services Building, at 27 Warren Street, Somerville. In this workshop, Jenn Richards of High Gear
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Vil

VIIL.

Consulting Group will answer the questions: What skills does a nonprofit board member need to
succeed? How can you engage your board more effectively? And how do you recruit and diversify
your board? Registration is available on the county website. There is a $5 registration fee to cover the
cost of light refreshments.

1770s Festival. Staff will be attending the Park Commission’s 1770s Festival on October 5 from 11:30
A.M. to 4:00 P.M. to promote Journey Through the Past. The 1770s Festival is held annually at the
Lord Stirling Manor site in Lord Stirling Park and features 18th century reenactors, live colonial music,
craft demonstrations, and cider pressing. This year, several artifacts from the recent archeological dig
will be on display.

Journey Though the Past. This year's Journey Through the Past will take place on Saturday,
October 11, from 10:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. and on Sunday, October 12, from 12:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.
33 historic sites will be participating. The majority of sites have picked up their materials for the
weekend. This year, there is one new site: the North Plainfield Exempt Firemen’s Museum. Please
also note that the Philip Van Horne House will be closed this year. The site is listed in the guidebook
and brochure, as they were printed before the site had to pull out, but changes have been made to all
digital materials, and a notice is posted on the website. This year's guidebook was redesigned to also
serve as the passport for Journey’s 20th Anniversary Passport Program. If visitors collect stamps from
at least five sites during their Journey, they may win a Journey Through the Past limited edition
commemorative coin. In celebration of the upcoming 250th anniversary of the nation, coins are only
available for the first 250 people. More information is available on the website.

New Business/Action ltems

2026 Local Arts Program Grant Funding

The New Jersey State Council on the Arts (NJSCA) awarded the Commission $218,628 in Local Arts
Program funding for 2026. The NJSCA does not divide this money specifically into re-grant funds
versus operating funds for the Commission. Staff asked the Commission to discuss and make a
motion on the maximum dollar amount they would like to approve to be considered for the 2026 re-
grant program. Motion to set the maximum amount for 2026 Local Arts Program re-grant funds at
$200,000 made by Kathy Faulks and seconded by Marge Sullivan. Passed.

Tom Boccino’s Retirement
Tom Boccino, Supervising Planner — Preservation, announced he is retiring December 1, 2025.

Somerset County Commissioner Comments

Commissioner Liaison Melonie Marano

Commissioner Deputy Director Marano stated that it has been a busy few weeks for Historic
Preservation and the Arts in Somerset County. She attended several events including the NJ
Incubator’s Barn Quilt Project reception, the Abraham Staats House’s “Ghost is Clear” Paranormal
event, the North Plainfield Hispanic Festival, and the Ross Farm’s mural unveiling. Commissioner
Marano also noted the talent on display at this year's Senior Art Show.
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IX. Cultural & Heritage Commissioner Comments

1.

5.

Marge Sullivan announced a History Walk on Main Street in Somerville on October 4 from 3:00
P.M. to 4:00 P.M. The Somerville Borough Recreation Committee will be holding a luncheon on
October 5 from 12:00 P.M. to 2:00 P.M. for residents over 55 at the American Legion Post on
Union Avenue. The event’s goal is to find out what kind of programs local seniors would like to
see. The luncheon will also feature a presentation by the Somerville Historical Commission.
Marge also noted that because of the final restoration on the front door of the Daniel Robert
House, the tours planned for Journey Through the Past will proceed through the entrance on West
End Street rather than through the front door. Signs will be posted to let visitors know.

Linda Barth announced that Marge Sullivan will speak about Daniel Robert at the Somerville
History Round Table at Good Shephard Church on Union Avenue on October 13 at 7:00 P.M.
Kathy Faulks announced that on October 6 and 7, the 8th graders from Robert Morris School will
visit the Abraham Staats House and the site’s new docents will provide tours. There will also be
an Open House on October 25.

Rory Britt gave a history talk at Watchung High School where the teachers encouraged students
to tour historic sites and collect stamps during Journey Through the Past or volunteer at select
sites. About 40 students have signed up to assist at the Dr. John Vermule House, Washington
Rock, Texier House, and Mount Bethel Baptist Meeting House. They have also been working with
the Drama Department to create a “Haunted History Tour” where students will dress as ghosts to
give talks and tours at the Mount Bethel Meeting House Graveyard on October 24.

Robert Grundfest is looking forward to the 1770s Festival and Journey Through the Past.

X. Advisory Committee Comments

1.

2.

3.

Aldo Adriazola announced that Andrew Ten Eyck House in Branchburg will participate in Journey
Through the Past with tours, an antique sale, and basket weaving demonstrations.

Sean Blinn announced that the Center for Contemporary Art will hold their Art-tober Fest on
October 10 from 7:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M.

Rose Kopf announced that they gave tours to two artists from the “Hues of History” program.
They also applied to the Citizen Stamp Advisory Commission for a postal stamp commemorating
Washington Rock in Green Brook. The design made it through the first cut, and they are hoping to
hear back soon if they made it through the second round.

Rikki Massand announced that The Montgomery News featured the Barn Quilt Project and
Journey Through the Past. Rikki reported that the Montgomery Township Landmarks Commission
rejected the aluminum fence around Blawenburg Cemetery, as the cemetery is listed as a
contributing site on the National Register of Historic Places listing for the Blawenburg Historic
District. The Landmarks Commission would allow the removal of the damaged iron fence, but they
will not allow aluminum which would be disruptive to the site. Two residents are attempting to
have the .M. Pei Building and former J&J site in Montgomery placed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Patricia Todd of Montgomery met with the American Association for State and
Local History and Association for the Study of African American Life and History centered in
Washington D.C. at the Slave Dwelling Conference in Philadelphia.
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5. Stephen G. Harlan announced that North Plainfield Exempt Firemen’s Museum is participating in
Journey Through the Past. He will also attend the New Jersey History Conference on October 30.

XI. Public Comments

1. Cynthia Blumenkrantz inquired about where Mt. Pleasant was near Bound Brook during the
Revolutionary War. Marge and Linda answered that it was in Findern behind the Adamsville
school and near Mt. Pleasant Villa. There is also a cemetery in the area holding the second wife
of Van Veghten.

2. Bob Barth announced that East Millstone Bridgetender's Home and Station will be participating in
Journey Through the Past.

3. Olinda Young reported that a ceremony was held to unveil the Halloween display of Wilber
Smith’s gravestone on Roosevelt Drive in Manville. Mr. Smith was an advocate of the Weston Mill.
Olinda also noted that the Van Veghten House’s docents have been a great asset and created a
Revolutionary War Museum on the first floor of the home.

4. Alan Hurley announced that Hageman Farm will be open for Journey Through the Past, and on
October 19 they will present “Hageman’s Hideout”, a murder mystery set in the 1920’s.

Announcements/Other News:
The next SCC&HC meeting will be hybrid on Thursday, November 6, 2025.

Xll.  Adjournment

Motion to adjourn made by Marge Sullivan and seconded by Linda Barth. Passed.
Adjournment 8:17 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Faulks, Secretary
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