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AGENDA

A Brief Intro to Teen Arts!

A Student Performances & Atrtistic Critiques!
A Workshops & Masterclasses!

A What to Expect!

A Important Deadlines!

A Guidelines & Submission Forms!

A School Coordinator Responsibilities!

A Q&A!



THE SOMERSET COUNTY TEEN ARTS FESTIVAL

A Each year, middle and high school students ages
13 19 and their teachers from all over Somerset
County come together to celebrate the arts!

A In 2025,1,000 students participated in the Teen Arts
Festival from 15 different schools!

A The Teen Arts Festival highlights 7 artistic disciplines
A Visual Art (2D & 3D)
A Creative Writing
A Instrumental Music
A Vocal Music
A Theatre
A Dance
A Film




STUDENTS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO...

SHOWCASE THEIR TALENT

A Exhibit original visual art in the RVCC Art Gallery
A Present original creative writing and film

A Perform theatrical scenes, dance, instrumental and

vocal music

LEARN FROM PROFESSIONALS

A Receive constructive and supportive in - person feedback
kbts bbbt kGCCnt Syif yboncacC
AND a written critique to take back to the classroom

A Visual Art students receive personalized video critiques Y
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strengths and areas for improvement




STUDENTS HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO...

ATTEND WORKSHOPS &
MASTERCLASSES

A There will be a wide selection of interactive workshops
and masterclasses in all 7 artistic disciplines, taught by
local artists and college - level professors.

A In 2025, there were 30 different workshops available!

A Workshops are first come, first served. Class sizes are
limited. Encourage your students to plan their day in
advance using the Teen Arts Program!

A Workshops are typically one hour long and offered 3
times a day. There are also drop- in style workshops
and various arts activities set up across campus.




2026 SOMERSET COUNTY TEEN ARTS FESTIVAL

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2026
8:30AM-2:30PM
RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE - BRANCHBURG, NJ

WHAT SHOULD YOU EXPECT ON THE FESTIVAL DAY?

A When you arrive, students may be dropped off at the Main Building or the Arts Building.

A Student performances and workshops will be scheduled to start as early as 8:45AM.

A Performances are tightly scheduled! Prepare with your students in advance!
A Students will access to warm - up rooms and instrument storage rooms.
AAaxe: : FC :yVkGB9Gbny IAFFf e€G tbGS ktbh CBOYGG

A Workshops will be ongoing throughout the day! Encourage your students to attend!



IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES

DECEMBER 19, 2025

- School Participation Form Due

FEBRUARY 20, 2026

- School Invoice Form Due

- School Check or Purchase Order Due Please let Commission
Staff know if payments will be delayed. We understand that
every school's finance department works differently.)

APRIL 1, 2026

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE DUE:

ALL SUBMISSION FORMS

Visual Art Images for Video Critique by Professional Artists
Creative Writing Entries

Film Entries

Release Forms (Visual Art, Creative Writing & Film Students Only)
Teen Arts Cover Art Contest Submissions

Final Paperwork Packet Due

MAY 1, 2026 (Bus Schedule, Student Nametag Form, Demographics Form, and
Student/Chaperone Roster List)
MONDAY - Visual Art Hanging Day at RVCC Art Gallery

MAY 18, 2026

School Coordinators are responsible for hanging student artwork.
Additional information available in Visual Arts Guidelines.

TUESDAY
MAY 19, 2026

FESTIVAL DAY AT RVCC




SCHOOL PARTICIPATION FORM
DUE DECEMBER 19, 2025

A Basic Contact Information

A # of Students Expected to Attend

A Expected Bus Arrival / Departure Time

A Expected Issues / Concerns with Attendance

A The Disciplines Your School Will Participate In!
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SOMERSET COUNTY TEEN ARTS FESTIVAL

PROJECT/EVENT ' 1, day, May 19th, 2026 | 8:30 AM. - 2:30 P.M.

Entry Form Due:

CULTURAL & HERITAGE COMMISSION December 19, 2025

ORGANIZERS (908) 231-7021
CulturalHeritage(a/co.somerset.nj.us

SCHOOL COORDINATOR INFO / SCHOOL PARTICIPATION FORM

School Coordinator Name:
School Coordinator Phone:
School Coordinator Email:
School Name:

School Address:

{The school participation fee covers

How many students do you anticipate will participate? up to 100 students' participation)

When will your school attend the Festival? Suwdents are encouraged 1o participate for the full day: 8:30am - 2:30pm

School Arrival Time: School Departure Time:

Do vou expect any issues or conflicts with getting your students released from school to attend the festival?

Yes No If yes, please explain:

SCHOOL WILL PARTICIPATE IN:

Schools are encouraged to participate in multiple creative disciplines! Please collaborate with teachers from the other
discipiines fo extend this opportunity to students across vour school before submitting this form.

CREATIVE WRITING INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC THEATRE
DANCE VOCAL MUSIC MUSICAL THEATRE
FILM VISUAL ARTS

SCHOOL COORDINATOR ASSISTANCE:
Are you interested in setting up a virtual or in-person meeting for a member of Commuission Staff to talk
with you and/or with other teachers from your school to answer questions about Teen Arts? Yes No




SCHOOL INVOICE FORM
& PAYMENT
DUE FEBRUARY 20, 2026

A The annual School Participation Fee of $375 covers
up to 100 students to participate from your school!

A Schools will be charged $10 per student over the
100 student limit (with up to 50 additional students
allowed)

A All funds go towards hiring local and professional
artists and purchasing supplies for workshops.

A Payments can be by check or Purchase Order, made
payable to:

Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission
PO Box 3000, Somerville, NJ 088761262

SOMERSET
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R SOMERSET COUNTY TEEN ARTS FESTIVAL
PROJECT/EVERT Tuesday, May 19th, 2026 | 8:30 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.
SCHOOL INVOICE
CULTURAL & HERITAGE COMMISSION
ORGANIZERS (90%) 231-7021

CulturalHeritage(@co.somerset.nj.us

2026 TEEN ARTS FESTIVAL - SCHOOL INVOICE
(BE SURE TO TURN IN A COPY TO SCHOOL FINANCE OFFICE)

2026 TEEN ARTS FESTIVAL
ANNUAL SCHOOL PARTICIPATION FEE - 8375.00
(This fee covers up to 100 students’ participation in the 2026 Teen Arts Festival)

School Name:

School Address:

School Phone:

Chiefl School Administrator Name:
School Teen Arts Coordinator Name:

School Teen Arts Coordinator Email:

The Somerset County Teen Arts Festival charges an annual school participation fee of 3375.00, which
covers the cost of up to 100 students’ participation. This fee covers the cost of hunng professional and
criiquing artists, hirning workshop leaders, and purchasing art supplies for student 1~.urk~.]1up-

In addition, schools will be charged 510 per student over the 100 student limit (with up to 50
additional students allowed for a total of 150 students). This fee covers the cost of hinng additonal
artists and purchasing addihonal art supphies to accommodate the increased numbers of students attending the
Festival. It your school intends to have more than 100 students participate 1n this year’s Festival, please reach
out to Cultural & Hertage Stafl to request an updated invoice.

Please complete and submit this invoice form and a check or purchase order pavable to the
"Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission™ no later than February 20, 2026, and mail to:

Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission
P.0. Box 3000 / 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876-1262

It you have any quesnons or concerns, please reach out to:
CulmralHentage(@co.somerset.nj.us or (908) 231-7022




GUIDELINES & SUBMISSION FORMS
DUE APRIL 1, 2026

Each school is allotted a limited
guantity of submissions per discipline

A Creative Writing © 20 Entries (Prose or Poetry)
A Film 65 Entries

A Visual Arts 6 20 2D Entries & 5 3DEntires

A Dance® 1 Large Group, 4 Small Groups

A Theater & 1 Large Group, 4 Small Groups

A Instrumental Music 6 1 Large Group, 4 Small Groups

A Vocal Music 8 1 Large Group, 4 Small Groups

CLICK TO DOWNLOAD THE FORMS BELOW -
DUE APRIL 1, 2026

2026 Creative Writing_ Guidelines / Submission Form
All Creative Writing students must also submit a Student Release Form.

2026 Dance Guidelines / Submission Form

2026 Film Guidelines / Submission Form
All Film students must also submit a Student Release Form.

2026 Instrumental Music Guidelines / Submission Form

2026 Theater (Musical & Non-Musical) Guidelines / Submission Form

2026 Vocal Music Guidelines / Submission Form

2026 Visual Art Guidelines / Submission Form
All Visual Art students must also submit a Student Release Form.




NOTES ABOUT GUIDELINES /
SUBMISSION FORMS

REVIEW THE GUIDELINES CAREFULLY!
Take special note of:
A Large Group vs. Small Group Requirements
A Time & Performer Limits
A Special Notes & Key Information for each
Discipline

IMPORTANT CHANGE TO MUSIC!

A Schools are responsible for bringing their own
music or an accompanist, as needed, for their
COYGGSOCF bGDbktbsySEGCTt

A If you are bringing your own music, it MUST
BE DOWNLOADED ON A USB FLASHDRIVE

A WIiFi and Bluetooth capabilities are unreliable
t S Ae: : FC EysbyCn

THEATRE GUIDELINES & SUBMISSION FORM
Submission Form due on or before April 1, 2026

THEATRE GUIDELINES
LARGE GROUP SMALL GROUP
16+ performers 1-15 performers
Maximum of 10 minutes per performance Maximum of 4 minutes per performance
Maximum of 1 performance per school Maximum of 4 performances per school

Each school may submit one (1) large group and up to four (4) small group theatre performances. NO
SUBSTITUTIONS ARE ALLOWED (i.e. if you have no large group performance, you cannot submit five
(5) small group performances).
Contact Cultural & Heritage staff if you are interested in bringing maore than one large group. We will try
to accommodate all submissions, but a performance time cannot be guaranteed.
Props MUST be easy to set-up and take-down. Limit props to those that can be safely carried by hand.
Props may be stored in the assigned theater warm-up / storage room at your own risk. This room will be
indicated in the Teen Arts Program.
Schools are responsible for bringing their own music or an accompanist, as needed, for their students’
. You MUST clarify which you will be bringing on the Submission Form.
o [If you are bringing your own music, it MUST be downloaded on a USB flashdrive. WiFi and
Bluetooth at RVCC are frequently unreliable.

o |f you have any issues obtaining a flashdrive, please contact Cultural & Heritage staff.

o Music should be titled [SCHOOL INITIALS - TITLE OF WORK].
A piano / keyboard will be provided only if the need is indicated on the Submission Form.
Performers should expect only a few minutes to set up. After the performance, the adjudicating artist(s)
will provide a verbal critique. After adjudication, students will leave the stage promptly for the next
performance.
If your students will have costume changes that might take a long time between their performances,
please contact Cultural & Heritage staff to discuss splitting your school's performance times between
two slots throughout the day.
If your students are participating in multiple disciplines that may cause scheduling conflicts, you must let
Cultural & Heritage staff know in the submission forms.

o |f additional space is needed in the submission forms to list all student information and possible

conflicts, please create a separate Word document and include it with your submission forms.

Please contact Commission Staff at CulturalHeritage(@co.somerset.nj.us or (908) 231-7022 if you have
any questions, concems, or have trouble submitting this form.




OTHER ITEMS DUE ON APRIL 1st

VISUAL ART IMAGES FOR VIDEO CRITIQUE

A Visual Art students may receive a short, personalized video critique by a professional artist.
This is the ONLY form of formal critique for Visual Arts. No written critiques will be provided.

A To receive a video critique, digital images of student work must be submitted by April 1 as
JPEG files. Images may be delivered via email, Google Drive, other online services (.e.
Dropbox), or mailed/delivered in 6person on a flash drive.

CREATIVE WRITING & FILM ENTRIES

A Creative Writing
A Prose entries - maximum of 4 pages; Poetry entries - maximum of 2 pages
AABYSGYyDG e N~ ¢cT "¢ ¢cthG Gt EYsSsGSSi bt bobyno it
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A Film
A All films must be submitted as separate video files or as separate unlisted YouTube links.



STUDENT RELEASE FORMS
DUE APRIL 1, 2026

M N
2026 Somerset County Teen Arts Festival

A Student Release Forms are only required to be
submitted for students participating in:
A Visual Arts
A Creative Writing
A Film

A This form requires a guardian signature!

TEEN ARTS STUDENT RELEASE FORM

ALL students participating in Creative Writing, Film, or Visual Arts MUST complete a student
release form. Student release forms and student work are due on or before April 1=, 2026

Student Name: | Student Grade: | Student Age:
=chool Name:
Teacher Name: | Teacher E-mail:
student Address.
City: |State: |Zip:
Guardian's Name:
Guardian's Phane: |Guardian's Email:
Is this work available to be nominated for the State Teen Ars Festival? Yes [ No[_]
CREATIVE WRITING FILM VISUAL ARTS
Title of Work: Title of Work: Title of Work:
Medium
Size (Height X Width):
Esfimated Value of Artwork: §
Isthiswork  Proseor  Poetry? ForSale:Yes No  |f yes, sale price:

| herehy certify thaf the work submilfed fo the Somerset County Teen Arfs Feshival andfor the New Jersey Stafe Teen Arls Fesfival is my onginal
work and that i is nof copied from any published or unpublished source or from any ofher person. | hereby granf the Counly of Somerssf, the
somersef Cownly Cultural £ Hentage Commission, and the New Jersey Siafe Teen Arts Festlival permission fo use my work andéor photographic
or wideo likeness in any and &l of its publications and any other medium withouf psyment or any other consideration. | undevsiand and agree
thaf the County of Somersef, the Somerset Coundy Culiural & Herfsge Commission, and the New Jersey Siate Teen Arls Festival may display
and‘or reproduce my work in amy or &l of ifs publications, owlreach and public refations eforts. | hereby imevocably authonize the Coundy of
somersef fo edif, atter, copy, exhibit, publizh or distribute any photographys), video(s) ar other matenal(s) for pwposes of publiczing the Courdy
of Somersel's and the Somerset Counfy Culfwal & Herifage Commission's programs or for any other lawiul puwvpose. in adaition, [ waive the
right fo inspect or appvowe the finished prodwct, including writfen or elecfronic copy, wherein my [keness or work appears. | fudher waive any
right to royaities ar cther compensation arising or relaled fo the use of zaid phofograph(s), wideo(s) or other mateniais). | further waive any right
to nofice that =aid photographys), wideo(s) or other malerial(s) will be pubiished or otherwise wiilized. | hereby hold harmlezs and refesse and
forever discharge the Counfy of Somersef from all claims, demands, and causes of acfion which | or any person acting an my behalf or on
betalf of my esfste have ar may have by reason of this authonzafion. | have read this relesse before signing below and | fully undersfand the
confenfs, meaning, and impact of this release.

Student’s Signature: Date:

if the person signing is under age 18, there musf be consent by & parent or guardian as follows: | heveby cerfify that | am the parent or

guardian of __ . . _ __. named abowe, and do hereby give my consent withow resenation fo the
foregoing on behall of this person.
Guardian's Signature: - - - - - - Date: . .

ATTENTION SCHOOL COORDINATORS:

Please return completed student forms and student work to CulturalHertage@eo somersel nj.us OR
somerset County Cultural & Hentage Commission, P.O. Box 3000, 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876
Submission Forms due on or before April 1%, 2026
Student Release Forms and Student Work due on or before April 1%, 2026




TEEN ARTS COVER ART
CONTEST!
DUE APRIL 1, 2026

- " . ! dti -_AP(‘”. 1, 2026
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A Any student (regardless of if they are participating
In Teen Arts and from any discipline) may enter
their original artwork!

Designs can

pr‘mted in black & white!

ATTENTION TEACHERS!

A Please compile student entries and send scanned or [ L e s -Swiar
photographed images of student work by April 1. Which schoot will have the

. rd
inning design:
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ame — Grade — CoverArt

A Wl nners Wl I I g et a Cco py Of th e Anth 0 I Ogyl Winners will be announced by April 15. The winner will be featured on

- the cover of the Creative Writing Anthology and included in the
Festival Program. Honorable mentions will be featured within the
Anthology. All winners will be required to fill out a release form.




FINAL PAPERWORK PACKET

DUE MAY 1, 2026
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2026 Somerset County Teen Arts Festival

)

FINALIZED BUS SCHEDULE

Provide the following information about your school’s bus transportation on the festival day.

School Name:

# of Buses: Bus Arrival Time: Bus Departure Time:

Where do you expect the buses to drop-off your students at arrival?

|:| Main Building College Welcome Center (Library/Theater Complex)
|:| Arts Center Building (rear of college campus)

PLEASE NOTE:

All buses must check-in with i
RVCC security at the front of the Gampus~,,, |
campus upon arrival on the (A;trfke‘b
festival day. Follow signage

indicating bus lanes.

RVCC
Campus Map

After check-in, buses may drop-
off students at either the Main or
Arts Building.

Buses should park in Lot #5. §>

If your school experiences any
unexpected changes to your bus
arrival or departure time prior to
the festival day, please update
Commission staff by contacting:

CulturalHeritage(@co.somerset.nj.us

Return completed forms to CulturalHeritage(@co.somerset.nj.us OR
Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission, PO Box 3000, 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876
FINAL PAPERWORK PACKET DUE ON MAY 1, 2026
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2026 Somerset County Teen Arts Festival

ATTENDANCE DEMOGRAPHICS

The Somerset County Teen Arts Festival is a grant-funded, arts-in-education opportunity.
The following information is required for the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage
Commission's grant reporting to the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

School Name:
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2026 Somerset County Teen Arts Festival

Select all categories that, by your best estimate, made up 25% or more of the 2026 Teen Arts
Festival attendees who directly benefited from this event.

Attending Students by Race/Ethnicity (select all that apply)

[ ] Asian

[ ] American Indian Alaska Native

[ ] Black/African American

[] Hispanic Latino

[ ] Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander

[ ] White

[] No single racial/ethnic group made up more than 25% of the population directly benefited

Attending Adult Teachers/Chaperones by Race/Ethnicity (select all that apply)

[] Asian

[ ] American Indian Alaska Native

[] Black/African American

[] Hispanic Latino

[ ] Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific Islander

[ ] White

[] No single racial/ethnic group made up more than 25% of the population directly benefited

NAMETAGS FOR STUDENTS & CHAPERONES

Each school is responsible for creating nametags for all students and chaperones attending
the Teen Arts Festival. All nametags must be worn on the left shoulder and be visible at all
times. All nametags will be a minimum of 2x 3.

PLEASE NOTE:

Many schools choose their school colors
for their nametags. If multiple schools
choose the same color, you may be asked
to add a symbol (i.e. a star, a smiley face)
to help differentiate between schools.

SAMPLE NAMETAG

Return completed forms to CulturalHeritage(@co.somerset.nj.us OR
Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission, PO Box 3000, 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876
FINAL PAPERWORK PACKET DUE ON MAY 1, 2026

STUDENT & CHAPERONE ROSTER

On the following pages, please list the full name of all students and chaperones who will
be attending the Teen Arts Festival on May 19, 2026. Please provide each chaperone's
cell-phone number so they can be contacted on the festival day in case of an emergency.

This roster will only be shared with RVCC Security and is for the safety and
benefit of all festival participants.

PLEASE NOTE:
Any student found misbehaving at the Festival, in an unauthorized area, or leaving the
RVCC Campus during the Festival will be taken to the RVCC Security Office. The
student’s school coordinator and/or chaperones will be contacted immediately.

Return completed forms to CulturalHeritage(@co.somerset.nj.us OR
Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission, PO Box 3000, 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876
FINAL PAPERWORK PACKET DUE ON MAY 1, 2026




FINAL PAPERWORK PACKET
DUE MAY 1, 2026
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2026 Somerset County Teen Arts Festival

2026 Somerset County Teen Arts Festival

School Name: DO yo u kee p traC k Of yo u r School Name:
School Coordinator’s Full Name: atte n d I n g Stu d e nts I n a School Coordinator’s Full Name:

School Coordinator’s Cell Phone #: School Coordinator’s Cell Phone #:

School Nametag Color: d Iffe re nt C h art? School Nametag Color:

PLEASE TYPE OR BLOCK PRINT ALL INFORMATION PLEASE TYPE OR BLOCK PRINT ALL INFORMATION

TEACHER / CHAPERONE LIST STUDENT LIST
REQUIREMENT: One (1) teacher/chaperone per every ten (10) students Fee| free to send me th atl f STUDENT NAME 2#1 STUDENT NAME
f TEACHER / CHAPERONE NAME CELLPHONE # g gi
§ Just make sure you include: |3 25
: ; 2
; Teachers/Chaperones L ;
3 - First & Last Name 12 2
m - Cell Phone Number 1 L
E i 7
“ Students i %
15 20 40

Return completed forms to CulturalHeritage(@co.somerset.nj.us OR Return completed forms to CulturalHeritage(@co.somerset.nj.us OR

Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission, PO Box 3000, 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876 Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission, PO Box 3000, 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876
FINAL PAPERWORK PACKET DUE ON MAY 1, 2026 FINAL PAPERWORK PACKET DUE ON MAY 1, 2026




SCHOOL COORDINATOR RESPONSIBILITIES

COORDINATE THE TEEN ARTS
EXPERIENCE FOR YOUR SCHOOL

A Up to 100 students can participate from your school
across 7/ different artistic disciplines! Let teachers at
your school know about the Teen Arts Festival and this
opportunity for their students!

A Your school is encouraged to participate in any/all the |
artistic disciplines 6Ct f GOF C KGO Ol G 2t b G

SUBMIT & COMPILE PAPERWORK

A As School Coordinator, you will submit all necessary
paperwork including the Participation Form, Invoice
Form, Guidelines & Submission Forms, and Final Packet.

A You are encouraged to compile all forms from
participating teachers / disciplines before submitting!



SCHOOL COORDINATOR RESPONSIBILITIES

ADHERE TO DEADLINES

A Submit necessary paperwork, visual arts images, and other
required materials on time. There is a very quick turn around
time for the Commission to create performance/activity
schedules and prepare for the Festival.

PLAN AHEAD!

A Help students (and teachers/chaperones) plan their schedule
BEFORE the festival day! Students should take advantage of
the many scheduled workshops, performances, and activities.

HANG VISUAL ART / DROP OFF / PICK UP _

A Coordinators (or another designated teacher from your school) are required to hang student
visual artwork in the RVCC Art Gallery the day PRIOR to the festival.

A Artwork selected to display at the County Gallery or State Teen Arts Festival will also need to
be dropped off and picked up at the Commission Office in Somerville.




SOMERSET ! ,
COUNTY * NJ

Questions?
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the best one yet!

FESTIVAL

Katie Himics, Program Coordinator
Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission

CulturalHeritage@somersetcountynj.gov

(908) 231-7022
GOMERSET
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