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ÅBrief Intro to Teen Arts!

Å Student Performances & Artistic Critiques!

ÅWorkshops & Masterclasses!

ÅWhat to Expect!

Å Important Deadlines!

ÅGuidelines & Submission Forms!

Å School Coordinator Responsibilities!

ÅQ&A!

A G E N D A



ÅEach year, middle and high school students ages 
13- 19 and their teachers from all over Somerset 
County come together to celebrate the arts! 

Å In 2025, 1,000 students participated in the Teen Arts 
Festival from 15 different schools !

Å The Teen Arts Festival highlights 7 artistic disciplines :
Å Visual Art (2D & 3D)
ÅCreative Writing
Å Instrumental Music
ÅVocal Music
Å Theatre
ÅDance
Å Film

T H E  S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  T E E N  A R T S  F E S T I V A L

Schools are encouraged 
to participate in multiple 

disciplines! 



S T U D E N T S  H A V E  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O …

S H O W C A S E  T H E I R  T A L E N T

L E A R N  F R O M  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

ÅExhibit original visual art in the RVCC Art Gallery 

ÅPresent original creative writing and film

ÅPerform theatrical scenes, dance, instrumental and 

vocal music 

ÅReceive constructive and supportive in - person feedback 
ķƃŧş ƀƃŧķĢƇƇńŧŠÿř ÿƃƏńƇƏƇ ńŠ ƇƏƔĞĢŠƏƇϝ ƃĢƇƀĢĘƏńƨĢ ķńĢřĞƇ 
AND a written critique to take back to the classroom 

ÅVisual Art students receive personalized video critiques 
ėƯ ƀƃŧķĢƇƇńŧŠÿř řŧĘÿř ÿƃƏńƇƏƇ ŀńĸŀřńĸŀƏńŠĸ ƇƏƔĞĢŠƏƇϝ 
strengths and areas for improvement 



S T U D E N T S  H A V E  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O …

A T T E N D  W O R K S H O P S  &  

M A S T E R C L A S S E S

Å There will be a wide selection of interactive workshops 
and masterclasses in all 7 artistic disciplines, taught by 
local artists and college - level professors. 

Å In 2025, there were 30 different workshops available! 

ÅWorkshops are first come, first served. Class sizes are 
limited. Encourage your students to plan their day in 
advance using the Teen Arts Program! 

ÅWorkshops are typically one hour long and offered 3 
times a day. There are also drop- in style workshops 
and various arts activities set up across campus.   



2 0 2 6  S O M E R S E T  C O U N T Y  T E E N  A R T S  F E S T I V A L

ÅWhen you arrive, students may be dropped off at the Main Building or the Arts Building. 

ÅStudent performances and workshops will be scheduled to start as early as 8:45AM. 

ÅPerformances are tightly scheduled! Prepare with your students in advance!

ÅStudents will access to warm - up rooms and instrument storage rooms.

ÅÁæ::ϝƇ :ÿķĢƏĢƃńÿ Ʃńřř ėĢ ŧƀĢŠ ķŧƃ ƇƏƔĞĢŠƏƇ Əŧ ĢÿƏ ÿŠĞ ƀƔƃĘŀÿƇĢ řƔŠĘŀή 

ÅWorkshops will be ongoing throughout the day! Encourage your students to attend! 

TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2026 

8:30AM-2:30PM 

RARITAN VALLEY COMMUNITY COLLEGE – BRANCHBURG, NJ

WHAT SHOULD YOU EXPECT ON THE FESTIVAL DAY? 



I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  &  D E A D L I N E S



S C H O O L  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  F O R M

D U E  D E C E M B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 2 5

ÅBasic Contact Information

Å # of Students Expected to Attend

ÅExpected Bus Arrival / Departure Time

Å Expected Issues / Concerns with Attendance

Å The Disciplines Your School Will Participate In! 



S C H O O L  I N V O I C E  F O R M  

&  P A Y M E N T

D U E  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6

Å The annual School Participation Fee of $375  covers 
up to 100 students to participate from your school!

ÅSchools will be charged $10 per student over the 
100 student limit (with up to 50 additional students 
allowed)

ÅAll funds go towards hiring local and professional 
artists and purchasing supplies for workshops.
 

ÅPayments can be by check or Purchase Order, made 
payable to:

     
     Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission
     PO Box 3000, Somerville, NJ 08876- 1262



G U I D E L I N E S  &  S U B M I S S I O N  F O R M S

D U E  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 6

ÅCreative Writing ϐ 20 Entries (Prose or Poetry)

Å Film ϐ 5 Entries

ÅVisual Arts ϐ 20 2D Entries & 5 3D Entires

ÅDance ϐ 1 Large Group, 4 Small Groups

Å Theater ϐ 1 Large Group, 4 Small Groups

Å Instrumental Music ϐ 1 Large Group, 4 Small Groups

ÅVocal Music ϐ 1 Large Group, 4 Small Groups 

Each school is allotted a limited 
quantity of submissions per discipline



N O T E S  A B O U T  G U I D E L I N E S  /  

S U B M I S S I O N  F O R M S

REVIEW THE GUIDELINES CAREFULLY! 
Take special note of:

Å Large Group vs. Small Group Requirements
Å Time & Performer Limits
Å Special Notes & Key Information for each 

Discipline 

IMPORTANT CHANGE TO MUSIC!
ÅSchools are responsible for bringing their own 

music or an accompanist, as needed, for their 
ƇƏƔĞĢŠƏƇϝ ƀĢƃķŧƃşÿŠĘĢƇή 

Å If you are bringing your own music, it MUST 
BE DOWNLOADED ON A USB FLASHDRIVE

ÅWiFi and Bluetooth capabilities are unreliable 
ŧŠ Áæ::ϝƇ ĘÿşƀƔƇή 



O T H E R  I T E M S  D U E  O N  A P R I L  1 s t

V I S U A L  A R T  I M A G E S  F O R  V I D E O  C R I T I Q U E

C R E A T I V E  W R I T I N G  &  F I L M  E N T R I E S

ÅVisual Art students may receive a short, personalized video critique by a professional artist. 
This is the ONLY form of formal critique for Visual Arts. No written critiques will be provided. 

Å To receive a video critique, digital images of student work must be submitted by April 1 as 
JPEG files. Images may be delivered via email, Google Drive, other online services (i.e. 
Dropbox), or mailed/delivered in ϐperson on a flash drive. 

ÅCreative Writing
ÅProse entries -  maximum of 4 pages; Poetry entries -  maximum of 2 pages
ÅÅƏÿŠĞÿƃĞ ͤή͡ϛƮ͝͝ϛ çŧƃĞ ĞŧĘƔşĢŠƏί ƀŧƃƏƃÿńƏ ŧƃńĢŠƏÿƏńŧŠί ÍńşĢƇ ~ĢƩ ÁŧşÿŠί ÅńƷĢ ͝͞ί 

double-ƇƀÿĘĢĞί ͝ϛ şÿƃĸńŠƇ ŧŠ ĢƨĢƃƯ ƇńĞĢ 

Å Film 
ÅAll films must be submitted as separate video files or as separate unlisted YouTube links. 



S T U D E N T  R E L E A S E  F O R M S

D U E  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 6

ÅStudent Release Forms are only required to be 

submitted for students participating in:

Å Visual Arts

ÅCreative Writing

Å Film

Å This form requires a guardian signature! 



T E E N  A R T S  C O V E R  A R T  

C O N T E S T !

D U E  A P R I L  1 ,  2 0 2 6

ÅAll Creative Writing students will have their work 
published and bound within a Teen Arts Creative 
çƃńƏńŠĸ !ŠƏŀŧřŧĸƯβ ÿŠĞ ƏŀÿƏ !ŠƏŀŧřŧĸƯ ŠĢĢĞƇ 
Cover Art!
 

ÅAny student (regardless of if they are participating 
in Teen Arts and from any discipline) may enter 
their original artwork!

ÅPlease compile student entries and send scanned or 
photographed images of student work by April 1.
 

ÅWinners will get a copy of the Anthology! 



F I N A L  P A P E R W O R K  P A C K E T

D U E  M A Y  1 ,  2 0 2 6



F I N A L  P A P E R W O R K  P A C K E T

D U E  M A Y  1 ,  2 0 2 6

Do you keep track of your 
attending students in a 

different chart? 

Feel free to send me that! 

Just make sure you include:

Teachers/Chaperones
- First & Last Name 

- Cell Phone Number

Students
-  First & Last Name



S C H O O L  C O O R D I N A T O R  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S

C O O R D I N A T E  T H E  T E E N  A R T S  

E X P E R I E N C E  F O R  Y O U R  S C H O O L

S U B M I T  &  C O M P I L E  P A P E R W O R K

ÅUp to 100 students can participate from your school 
across 7 different artistic disciplines! Let teachers at 
your school know about the Teen Arts Festival and this 
opportunity for their students!

ÅYour school is encouraged to participate in any/all the 
artistic disciplines ϐ Ƈŧ řĢƏϝƇ ĸĢƏ ƏŀĢ ƩŧƃĞ ŧƔƏγ

ÅAs School Coordinator, you will submit all necessary 
paperwork including the Participation Form, Invoice 
Form, Guidelines & Submission Forms, and Final Packet.

ÅYou are encouraged to compile all forms from 
participating teachers / disciplines before submitting! 



S C H O O L  C O O R D I N A T O R  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S

A D H E R E  T O  D E A D L I N E S

P L A N  A H E A D !

ÅSubmit necessary paperwork, visual arts images, and other 
required materials on time. There is a very quick turn around 
time for the Commission to create performance/activity 
schedules and prepare for the Festival.

ÅHelp students (and teachers/chaperones) plan their schedule 
BEFORE the festival day! Students should take advantage of 
the many scheduled workshops, performances, and activities. 

HANG VISUAL ART / DROP OFF / PICK UP

ÅCoordinators (or another designated teacher from your school) are required to hang student 
visual artwork in the RVCC Art Gallery the day PRIOR to the festival. 

ÅArtwork selected to display at the County Gallery or State Teen Arts Festival will also need to 
be dropped off and picked up at the Commission Office in Somerville. 



Questions?

wĢƏϝƇ şÿŕĢ ƏŀńƇ ƯĢÿƃϝƇ ÍĢĢŠ !ƃƏƇ XĢƇƏńƨÿř 
the best one yet!
Katie Himics, Program Coordinator

Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission

CulturalHeritage@somersetcountynj.gov

(908) 231-7022 
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