
Minutes of the Somerset County Energy Council Meeting  

Tuesday, July 15, 2025 (Held Via Microsoft Teams) 

 
Call to Order 

Mr. Amann called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Mr. Amann conducted the roll call, and the following members were present: 

Name Present 
Yes/No) 

Name Present 
(Yes/No) 

William Amann, PE, LEED Fellow, Chair Yes Samantha DeAndrea, 
Planning Director 

Yes 

Jeanne Perantoni, AIA, LEED AP, Vice 
Chair 

Yes Alex Hydrean Yes 

Wayne DeFeo, LEED AP-, Secretary Yes Jim Price Yes, Late 

Susan Dorward Yes Paul Drake, 
Commissioner Liaison 

Yes 

David Dvorin Yes Melonie Marano, 
Commissioner Alternate 

No 

William T. Knox, JD, CFA No  
 

 

 
Approval of May 20, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
 
Mr. Amann made a motion to approve the May 20, 2025 Meeting Minutes. The motion was 
seconded by Mrs. Perantoni.  A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 

Chairman’s Comments 
 
Mr. Amann’s chairman discussed the reported repeal of substantial portions of the Inflation 
Reduction Act and stated that, in his view, this represents a significant setback.   
 
Commissioner’s Comments  
 
Commissioner Drake echoed Mr. Amann’s concerns regarding the reported repeal of much of 
the Inflation Reduction Act. He noted that, regardless there remain meaningful actions that can 
be advanced at the local level.   
 



Old Business 
 
Climate Change Policy Statement and Sustainable Facilities Policy 
 
Mr. Amann asked the Council whether any active projects include the Climate Change or 
Sustainable Facilities Policy Directives, and Director DeAndrea responded that there are none at 
the moment.  Commissioner Drake noted that he emailed Commissioner Mar regarding a 
building in Watchung, emphasizing that while the project is still in design phase, it must achieve 
at least LEED Silver and that there is no such thing as a “LEED-like” building.   
 
Update on Potential Tours 
 
Mr. Dvorin informed the Council that he will be reaching back out to the Andlinger Center at the 
end of August to set up a late September/early October tour focused on their Geothermal 
System. 
 
Mr. Amann noted, and Mr. Dvorin confirmed that the Carbon Capture entity is not open for 
visits yet. 
 
Somerset County EV Study 
 
Mr. Eagle provided a summary of the progress that has been made so far in the Somerset 
County EV Study and informed the Council of next steps and future events related to the event.   
 
Somerset County Historic Preservation Grant Program 
 
Director DeAndrea noted that the Grant round has closed, and submissions are being evaluated.   
 
New Business 
 
Mr. Amann informed the Council that a company called Veolia, which operates the Trenton 
District Energy System, has put together a comprehensive program with a group called the 
Climate Mayors on the decarbonization of buildings.   
 
Mr. Amann and the Council agreed that “Energy Audits” should be added to Old Business.  
Commissioner Drake noted that a few documents regarding the audits have been received, but 
he is not sure if any implementation has taken place yet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Committee Chair Reports 

 
Energy Efficiency  
 
Mr. Price reported that the Custom Program is changing, including an adjustment involving the 
Administrator in Region 2 (PSE&G), which covers Somerset County. He noted that the Direct 
Install program, previously not on the preferred vendor list in New Jersey, is now approved at 
flat pricing. Mr. Price suggested inviting a representative from Tri-State to provide an overview 
of the program and its updates, and the Council agreed.   
 
Renewable Energy 
 
Mr. Dvorin reported that the Somerset County Business Partnership is not pursuing a 
presentation on CPACE at the time.   
 
He also stated that he is working with the Somerville Environmental Commission, where a 
representative from Solar Landscape recently introduced Community Solar. He plans to provide 
additional information at the August meeting on the Board of Public Utilities’ (BPU) new Auto 
Enrollment program, which focuses on LMI residents. He noted that the program includes a 
small stipend to offset anticipated municipal-level work.  
 
Mr. Dvorin also met with Emily Standard, a professor at RVCC and secretary of the Raritan 
Borough Environmental Commission, to discuss Community Solar and potential opportunities to 
coordinate between the two boroughs, particularly with respect to Auto Enrollment.   
 
He further shared that the Volts podcast by David Roberts recently featured an episode with 
Jessie Jenkins and Jane Flegal on the Inflation Reduction Act, addressing both the provisions 
removed and those that remain.   
 
Mr. Dvorin noted that he will be giving a presentation on Community Solar at the Warren 
Library on July 26, 2025.   
 
Mrs. Dorward asked whether any municipalities have adopted CPACE.  The Council responded 
that none have done so to date, though related efforts are ongoing. The Council agreed to add 
this item to “Old Business.”   
 
Energy Education and Awareness  
 
Mrs. Perantoni suggested generating interest in CPACE by conducting a County-led program with 
follow-up to participants.  Mr. Dvorin suggested preparing information materials to share with 
the Business Partnership as an initial step, with the possibility of an in-person presentation if 
sufficient interest is shown. The Council agreed to prepare materials and pursue outreach to the 
appropriate contacts.   



Public Policy  
 
Mr. DeFeo reported on two bills:  

• P.L 2025, Chapter 99 - Energy Bill Watch Program: amends notification requirements to 
apply specifically to residential customers. Smart meter customers must be given the 
option to receive notifications by text or email on the 10th and 20th day of the billing 
cycle.  Notifications must include usage by kilowatt hours and the corresponding cost.   

• P.L 2025, Chapter 98 (Bill #5466):  Requires a study of data center energy use.   
 
Public Comment 
 
No public comments, no one from the public was present at the meeting.  
 
Adjournment/Next Meeting Date 
 
Mr. Amann made the motion for Adjournment, with Mr. DeFeo motioning first and 
Commissioner Drake second.  The next meeting is September 16, 2025.   


