
Minutes of the Somerset County Energy Council Meeting  

Tuesday, May 20, 2025 (Held in Person) 

 
Call to Order 

Mr. Amann called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call 

Mr. Amann conducted the roll call, and the following members were present: 

Name Present 
Yes/No) 

Name Present 
(Yes/No) 

William Amann, PE, LEED Fellow, Chair Yes Samantha DeAndrea, 
Planning Director 

Yes 

Jeanne Perantoni, AIA, LEED AP, Vice 
Chair 

Yes Alex Hydrean No 

Wayne DeFeo, LEED AP-, Secretary Yes Jim Price Yes, Late 

Susan Dorward No Paul Drake, 
Commissioner Liaison 

Yes 

David Dvorin Yes Melonie Marano, 
Commissioner Alternate 

No 

William T. Knox, JD, CFA No  
 

 

 
Approval of March 18, 2025 Meeting Minutes 
 
Mr. Amann made a motion to approve the March 18, 2025 Meeting Minutes. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. DeFeo.  A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 

Chairman’s Comments 
 
Mr. Amann shared that the federal government is considering discontinuing the EnergyStar 
program.  As the benchmarking tool used by energy programs across the country, its potential 
elimination represents a significant loss for the energy sector. The Energy Council could consider 
drafting a memorandum to the County Commissioners outlining the programs impact and 
expressing opposition to the discontinuation. The goal of this communication would be to 
inform the Commissioners and potentially encourage them to adopt a resolution in support of 
maintaining EnergyStar and related initiatives. 
 



Mr. Amann also discussed the upcoming rate increase scheduled for June 1. While some have 
attributed the increase to actions by Governor Murphy, others have pointed to PJM, the 
regional transmission organization, which has not approved new generation projects and 
reportedly has a backlog of approximately 20,000 applications dating back to 2020.   
 
In response to a question from Mr. Dvorin regarding whether the rate hike is related to the 
capacity market, Mr. Amann confirmed that it is. He clarified that the increase is not tied to the 
cost of energy itself. He also noted that some entities tend to over-purchase energy and later 
express concerns over high costs. The Council could consider including a recommendation in its 
forthcoming memorandum urging FERC and PJM to improve and streamline their project 
approval process.   
 
Commissioner’s Comments  
 
Commissioner Drake noted that the County is currently reviewing its budget and highlighted 
one project of particular relevance to the Energy Council. The project, which is in the concept 
design phase, involves the construction of a new building at Washington Valley Park, formerly 
referred to as the “Eagles Nest.” The facility is intended to be designed and constructed to meet 
LEED Silver standards. This project reflects the County’s ongoing commitment to developing 
environmentally sustainable and climate-friendly facilities.  
 
Old Business 
 
Climate Change Policy Statement and Sustainable Facilities Policy 
 
This topic was covered during the Commissioner’s Comments.   
 
Update on Potential Tours 
 
Mr. Dvorin shared that the Energy Council may have an opportunity to tour the Anhlinger 
Center later this summer. In addition, a carbon capture company is expected to open within the 
County in September, which could present another potential site visit for the Council.   
 
Mr. DeFeo noted that the first state-approved solar panel recycling facility has recently opened 
in Phillipsburg. The facility is currently working to establish a contract with NewTech Recycling, a 
business located in Somerset County.  
 
LSAP Update 
 
Mr. Eagle gave a brief update on the current status of the Somerset County Local Safety Action 
Plan (LSAP).   
 



The final LSAP Virtual Public Meeting is scheduled for May 22.  Following this meeting, the 
County will begin internal discussions regarding how best to continue the LSAP meetings after 
the conclusion of the study.  
 
The County has completed its review of the first final draft of the plan and submitted comments 
to the NJTPA. Once the revised draft is received, the County will conduct a final review.  
 
Somerset County EV Study 
 
Mr. Eagle gave a brief update on the current status of the Somerset County EV Study.   
 
WSP has been selected as the consultant for the study.  The project kickoff meeting is scheduled 
for July 1, 2025. 
 
Somerset County Historic Preservation Grant Program 
 
Mr. Amann noted that the next round of the Somerset County Historic Preservation Grant 
Program had recently opened. Upon reviewing the updated program guidelines, he observed 
that several energy efficiency measures, which had been advocated for during a meeting with 
the former Planning Director, have now been incorporated. These include eligibility for energy 
audits, implementation of energy efficiency improvements, and upgrades to heating and cooling 
systems.   
 
Committee Chair Reports 
 
Energy Efficiency  
 
Mr. Amann informed the Council that several municipalities in Massachusetts and New York are 
piloting thermal energy networks. These systems involve the construction of a piping loop that 
circulates water at an ambient temperature throughout a district. Property owners and entities 
can opt to connect to the network either to extract energy from the system or to contribute 
energy to it, creating a shared and efficient energy exchange infrastructure.  
 
Renewable Energy 
 
Mr. Dvorin shared that he will be giving a presentation on Community Solar at the Warren 
Library on July 26. He also recently attended the NJ Sustainability Summit, where he had the 
opportunity to meet and speak with an energy broker. Additionally, Mr. Dvorin is becoming 
more involved with the Somerville Environmental Commission, where he is engaging with 
PSE&G’s Energy Assessment Campaign. He is also coordinating a meeting between Solar 
Landscape and the Somerville Environmental Commission. 
 
 
 



Energy Education and Awareness  
 
Mr. Dvorin shared CPACE program information with the Somerville Environmental Commission 
and expressed interest in arranging for Mr. Frank to present to the Commission, similar to his 
presentation to the Energy Council.  
 
Ms. Perantoni reported that she received a Sustainable and Resilient Complete Streets manual 
from one of her technical groups. She noted that the manual includes high-quality graphics and 
clear, accessible content, which could serve as a useful tool for the County in communicating 
Complete Streets principles to municipalities. 
 
Public Policy  
 
Mr. Amann reported that he is participating in the Energy Code Collaborative, a working group 
that includes the Board of Public Utilities (BPU), Economic Development Authority (EDA), 
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), Department of Community Affairs (DCA), 
Rutgers Center for Green Building, Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnership (NEEP), and other 
stakeholders. The group is focused on developing stretch codes, enhanced building codes that 
exceed the current minimum requirements. One challenge being discussed is that these 
additional codes are being placed in the appendices of the official code documents, meaning 
they are available but not mandatory. The current question under consideration is whether 
municipalities can be authorized to adopt these appendices at the local level. 
  
Mr. DeFeo noted that there are two relevant bills in the Senate Environment Committee: 

• S-4307 would require electric utilities to develop and implement a special tariff for data 
centers.  

• S-4318 would direct the BPU to conduct a study on the impact of data centers on 
electricity rates.  

 
He added that other energy-related bills are also being proposed, though their advancement 
may depend on the outcome of the November elections.   
 
Public Comment 
 
No public comments, no one from the public was present at the meeting.  
 
Adjournment/Next Meeting Date 
 
Mr. Amann made the motion for Adjournment, with Mr. DeFeo motioning first and 
Commissioner Drake second.  The next meeting is July 15, 2025.   


