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County Direct Easement Program

Personal Information

APPLICATION FOR FARMLAND PRESERVATION

Somerset Gounty Farmland Preservation Program

Landowner Name:

Address:

Farm Address:

Email:

Phone:

Farm Name:

Total Acreage:

Municipality: Block & Lot: Acres:
Municipality: Block & Lot: Acres:
Municipality: Block & Lot: Acres:
Municipality: Block & Lot: Acres:
Municipality: Block & Lot: Acres:

Contact for Farm Visits & Questions

Same as Above

Other: Please fill out the below form.

Name:

Relation:

Phone:

Agricultural Production

1. Is the farmland rented or leased? Yes No

If yes, please provide a copy of the lease.

2. Do you have livestock? Yes No

3. Do you have a manure management plan? Yes No

4. Are there greenhouses/hoop house on the farm? Yes No

5. Is any part of the farm enrolled in a Federal Program? Yes No

(ex. EQIP, CREP, CRP, WRE) If yes, please describe and provide a map of the restricted area.
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6. The Farmland Preservation Deed of Easement protects the farm from activities which would be
detrimental to drainage, flood control, water conservation, erosion control, soil conservation, and
continued agricultural use. Are there any areas being mined, has a history of erosion, or conservation
practices occurring on the farm?

Yes No

If yves, please describe:

Non-Agricultural Activities

1. Are there existing non-agricultural uses on the farm? Yes No
e An existing business, not related to your farm’s agricultural production, located in your barn or home.
o Afacility used to process or sell items not produced on the farm.
e A portion of the farm or structure on the farm that is rented or used by someone else for a use or business not
related to the production of you farm (ex. non-agricultural equipment storage, vehicle parking, office).

If yes, please describe and provide a map of the areas utilized for non-agricultural uses:

2. Does the non-agricultural use involve a lease with another party? Yes No

3. Describe how the non-agricultural use is and will be accessed on the farm:

Exception Area Information

Why should | take an exception area?
These are just a few common reasons why landowners choose to take exception areas. If your plans for future use
of the farm includes any non-agricultural commercial uses, you should consider an exception area.

* Do you wish to give or sell a building lot to someone?

e Do you have a barn where you might want to operate a business that might not be permitted under the
farmland Deed of Easement (i.e. a non-agricultural use)?

« Do you want the flexibility to replace your home without farmland preservation program approvals?

e Areyou entertaining the idea of operating a small business in the house or barns someday?

Please note: Exception Areas are not covered by the Deed of Easement or restricted to agricultural use. Primary
residential development rights retained for an exception area must be specified and considered in the appraisal
process. Ancillary residential and non-residential uses are not restricted, unless requested, but such uses are subject
to applicable municipal, county, state, and federal laws and regulations. Landowners will not be paid for acreage
within severable or non-severable exception areas. Exception areas cannot be moved or expanded once the farm is
preserved.

There are two kinds of exception areas:
¢ Non-severable exception: an area of the farm which is not covered by the Deed of Easement and remains tied to
the farm and cannot be subdivided, transferred, or conveyed separately.

e Severable Exception: an area that can be subdivided and sold separately from the farm provided it meets local
subdivision requirements. It is not necessary to sever (subdivide) a severable exception prior to preservation, but
it isrecommended since it cannot be changed once the farm is preserved.
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Exception Area Information

1. Are there any residences on the farm within the easement area (outside of the exception areas)?
Yes No

If yves, please describe how many and type of residence (single-family, duplex, apartments, trailers, etc.)
and accessory buildings (garages, barns, pools, etc.) that are within the easement area:

2. Are any of the existing residences used for agricultural labor? Yes No

e Which and how many units are used for agricultural labor (apartments, single-family, etc.)?

* How many occupants?

* When and how many months of the year are the units occupied?____ months

* Do all occupants work on this farm? Yes No

If no, please explain:

3. Are any of the existing residences rented or leased? Yes No

4. Do you want to, or has the municipality, placed a size limitation on any of the residences?
Yes No

5. Do any of the residences also contain a non-agricultural use? Yes No

If yes, please describe:

Exception Areas

If you are requesting exception areas, please answer the following and indicate the location on an
aerial map.

e |t isrecommended that the acreage and frontage of severable exceptions should meet local zoning
minimum area, bulk, and dimension requirements for the proposed use. Road frontage and driveway
access must be included within the severable exception area.

e Since non-severable exceptions cannot be sold separately from the preserved farm, the zoning for
minimum lot size is based on the entire farm. Driveway access to non-severable exceptions do not
need to be included in the exception area.

¢ Driveways for future residences must be approved either at the time of application or by CADB staff
after preservation.

Please be aware that the number of permitted residences within an exception can impact the
appraisal values.
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Exception Areas

Exception Area 1: # Acres Non-severable Severable

1. Is the exception area for existing or future residence? Or not for residential use.

2. Please describe any existing residences:

3. If the exception is for future residences, please describe what number and type of primary
residences are being requested:

4. The exception area will be restricted to:
One single-family residence or # of residences/type of residence

|:| Zero single-family residences: this exception is for flexibility of use.
|:| I do not wish to restrict the number of primary residences. If so, please explain:

5. Does the exception area contain the existing or proposed septic and utilities for the residence(s) or
other uses? Yes No

6. Does the exception area contain any other buildings? Yes No

If yes, please describe:

7. Is the exception area for a trail or Open Space? Yes No

If yes, please provide maps showing how it connects to a trail system or an Open Space Plan within the
County or Municipality. Additionally, please provide detail on width, buffers, improvements, and
maintenance.
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Additional Exception Areas

Please make additional copies as necessary.

Exception Area CH# Acres

Non-severable

1. Is the exception area for existing or future residence? Or

2. Please describe any existing residences:

Severable

not for residential use.

3. If the exception is for future residences, please describe what number and type of primary

residences are being requested:

4. The exception area will be restricted to:
|:| One single-family residence or #

of residences/type of residence

|:| Zero single-family residences: this exception is for flexibility of use.

|:| I do not wish to restrict the number of primary residences. If so, please explain:

5. Does the exception area contain the existing or proposed septic and utilities for the residence(s) or

other uses? Yes No

6. Does the exception area contain any other buildings? Yes

If yes, please describe:

No

7. Is the exception area for a trail or Open Space?

Yes No

If yes, please provide maps showing how it connects to a trail system or an Open Space Plan within the
County or Municipality. Additionally, please provide detail on width, buffers, improvements, and

maintenance.
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Buildings on the Easement Area

1. Are there any other buildings on the farm outside of the exception area?

Yes No

If no, please skip to the next section.

If yes, please describe any non-residential structures (barn, run-in sheds, garage, trailer, etc.) on the area

to be preserved.

2. Do any of the structures also contain a non-agricultural use?

Yes No

If yes, please describe. Additionally, please provide any written leases for any buildings.

Easements and Rights of Way

1. Are there any easements or rights of way associated with the land being preserved?

Yes No

If no, please skip to the next section.

If yes, please check off all easements that apply:

Power Lines

Gas Lines

2. Are there access easements on or for the farm?

Bridge/Road ROW

If yes, please describe:

Water Lines

Sight Triangle

Other:

Yes

Sewer Lines

Telephone Lines

Other:

No

3. Do you have existing or approvals for solar, wind, or biomass energy generating installations?

Existing

Approvals

None

If existing or approvals, please describe:
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Farm History

Has this farm been the subject of an application for subdivision? Major Minor

If no, please skip to the next section.

If yes,_.and approved, the subdivision was Preliminary Final

Type of development (residential, commercial, office, mixed-use):

Number of units or square footage:

Preliminary Approval Date: Expiration:

Final Approval Date: Expiration:

Are all the barcels included in the final subdivision approval in the preservation application?
Yes No

Havé any extension been obtained? Yes No If yes, please describe:

Are there any outstanding and/or expired permits needed to perfect the approvals and/or builds?

Yes No If yes, please describe and provide supporting documentation:

What conditions of approval have not been addressed? How likely are they to be resolved and what
are the obstacles and costs involved?

List and discuss any past, current, and/or ongoing litigation involving this project, including
bankruptcy and foreclosure, or “builder’s remedy” action. Any litigation that needs resolution in order
to proceed with the project?

Are there any conservation easements other than what was already provided in the application?

Please provide details and estimates to remediate/clean-up all environmental contamination and
materials in order to build housing, if applicable:

Please provide any sewer/septic information, capacity, status, costs, soil logs, or related
documents.

Please provide any NJDEP approvals.

Please provide any water permits and capacity.
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Additional Application Information

1. Is the farm for sale? Yes No

2. Is the owner of the farm involved in an estate situation? Yes No

3. If the land is held by an Estate, please provide:

Will Probate and Tax Waiver

4. If the land is held in a Trust, please provide:

5. Has the landowner filed for bankruptcy?

If yes, provide documentation from the Court

6. Is the farm involved in a foreclosure?

or,

Statement that no waiver and why
Will and, Trust Documents
Yes No

Yes No

7. Is there a mortgage on the farm?

Yes

No

Please note: if the farm proceeds to preservation, any mortgage or liens will have to be paid off or
subordinated to the deed of easement prior to closing.

8. Is the landowner a corporation?

Yes

No

If yes, please provide:

Copy of Certificate of Incorporation

9. Is the landowner a LLC? Yes

No

If yes, please provide:
Operating Agreement

Certificate of Formation

10. Is the applicant a Contract Purchaser?

If yes, please provide:

Corporate Resolutions (authorizing application and contact person(s))

Copy of By-Laws any amendments and schedules

Yes No

Copy of Contract Date of Contract Expiration:

1. Is the landowner aware of the application for preservation? Yes No

All applicants must sign here to acknowledge submission of the application and that all
information contained within is accurate, to the best of their ability.

Signature: Date:
Signature: Date:
Signature: Date:
Signature: Date:
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