
Minutes of June 23, 2025 
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the June 23, 2025, of the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board 
(SCADB) Meeting began at 8:22 A.M. This meeting was held in person in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room at 
the Somerset County Administration Building in Somerville, N.J. 

Open Public Meetings Statement 

Chairperson, Mark Kirby, reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act as follows: 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate notice of this meeting has 
been provided. The date and time information for this meeting was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier 
News. The agenda for this meeting was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board’s 
website.    

Roll Call  

Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum. 

Members in Attendance: 
Mark W. Kirby, Chair 
Debbie Norz, Vice Chair 
Jimmy Abma- Arrived at 8:29 am 
John Lima  
Joanne Powell   
Laura DePrado, Secretary  
Robert Schultz- Left at 9:42 am 
Matt D’Alessandro, Soil Conservation District  
Paul Drake, Liaison Somerset County Commissioner 
 
Members Not in Attendance:     . 
Kate Brown- Rutgers Extension Agent 
       
Somerset County Staff:                                                
Mathew D. Loper, Director- Department of Engineering and Planning 
Kate Katzer, Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager  
Sarah Fitzpatrick, Esq., Deputy County Counsel 
Imani Carrillo, Administrative Assistant- Department of Engineering and Planning 
 
 



Public Members Present:                                                
David Zaback, State Agriculture Development Board 
Rich Dodds, NJ Conservation Foundation  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the June 23, 2025, meeting were approved. The motion was made by Debbie Norz and seconded 
by John Lima. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS:  
No current comments and presentations. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:  
1. SADC Meeting –Update 
David Zaback reported that using the Formula Value method to finalize current property closings has yielded very 
positive results. He noted that the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) amended the wording to 
secure final approval and is in the process of updating the Formula Value paperwork. Zaback also referenced 
the recent appraiser conference and confirmed that additional appraisers have been added to the roster to 
streamline future evaluations. The SADC has not yet closed on any properties utilizing the formula, and all 
closings are on hold at the moment. 
 
2. County /State Boards of Agriculture – Update 
Joanne Powell announced that Pete Fury is stepping down from his role at the New Jersey Farm Bureau, and 
Liz Thompson—currently National Affairs Director—is set to become the new Executive Director. She also noted 
that the Somerset County Board of Agriculture’s bylaws are nearly finalized, with only a few minor tweaks 
remaining. Meanwhile, Debbie Norz highlighted Bill A-4875, which proposes a $150 application fee per town and 
would raise the income eligibility requirement for farmland assessment from $1,000 to $3,000. 
 
3. Staff Comments 
Kate Katzer shared that the Cows at the Courthouse 95th anniversary celebration of the New Centre Dairy 4-H 
Club happened on June 11th. She shared that there was a great turnout with over 100 people in attendance. 
County Commissioners, employees, and State officials were all in attendance. Additionally, on June 21, 2025, 
the Somerset County Historical Society and the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board co-hosted a 
Dutch American Barn Lecture in Franklin Township. The event had a great turn-out. 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager, 
Kate Katzer: 
 
1. 840 Amwell Road Township Complaint- Hillsborough 
Staff received a formal complaint from the neighbor that was passed down to the township, this will be discussed 
further in closed session.  



 
2. 1754 Millstone River Road Complaint- Hillsborough  
Kate Katzer shared that the town filed a request for aid due to the rat infestation on the property, this will be 
discussed further during closed session. 
 
3. 1300 Black River Road- Bedminster 
 Staff shared that there was a complaint about building outside of the exception area. A site visit took place, and 
the owner was in compliance.  
 
4. Bill A4875- Farmland Assessment  
Bill A-4875, the Farmland Assessment bill, proposes a $150 application fee per town for farming properties and 
increases the income eligibility threshold from $1,000 to $3,000. A motion to move further discussion of the bill 
into closed session was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Laura DePrado. 
 
5.Closed Session  
At 8:43 a.m. a motion to go into closed session was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Joanne Powell. 
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. John Lima recused himself from any discussion regarding 
the 840 Amwell Road Township Complaint. 
 
6. Results and Actions from Closed Session 
At 10:03 a.m. a motion to come out of closed session was made by Joanne Powell and seconded by Laura 
DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
A motion was made to approve the setting up of a hearing for 840 Amwell Road. John Lima recused himself. The 
motion was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion 
was passed. 
 
A motion was made to approve a site visit for 1754 Millstone River Road. The motion was made by Joanne Powell 
and seconded by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
7. Adjournment 
At 10:05 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Debbie Norz and seconded by Laura DePrado. A voice vote was 
taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
_____________________________ 
Laura DePrado 
SCADB Secretary   
 
The Next SCADB meeting will be held on Monday, July 28, 2025, at 8:15 am. 


