
Minutes of May 27, 2025 
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the May 27, 2025, of the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board 
(SCADB) Meeting began at 8:28 A.M. This meeting was held in person in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room at 
the Somerset County Administration Building in Somerville, N.J. 

Open Public Meetings Statement 

Chairperson, Mark Kirby, reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act as follows: 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate notice of this meeting has 
been provided. The date and time information for this meeting was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier 
News. The agenda for this meeting was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board’s 
website.    

Roll Call  

Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum. 

Members in Attendance: 
Mark W. Kirby, Chair 
Debbie Norz, Vice Chair 
Joanne Powell   
Robert Schultz   
Kate Brown, Agriculture Extension Agent  
Paul Drake, Liaison Somerset County Commissioner 
 
Members Not in Attendance:     . 
Matt D’Alessandro, Soil Conservation District   
Laura DePrado, Secretary 
John Lima  
Jimmy Abma 
        
Somerset County Staff:                                                
Mathew D. Loper, Director- Department of Engineering and Planning 
Kate Katzer, Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager  
Sarah Fitzpatrick, Esq., Deputy County Counsel 
Imani Carrillo, Administrative Assistant- Department of Engineering and Planning 
 
 



Public Members Present:                                                
David Zaback, State Agriculture Development Board 
Ryck Suydam- Owner of Suydam Farms 
Elise Cavicchi, New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the May 27, 2025, meeting were approved. The motion was made by Joanne Powell and 
seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS: 
Ryck Suydam spoke to the Board about his severable exception area and his hope to connect to the nearby 
sewer service. He expressed that his hope in doing so would allow the farm to remain viable for future 
generations. Kate Katzer shared that she would set up a meeting for Ryck with the Somerset County Planning 
Director, but he would likely find that he would still need to go through the process of requesting an amendment 
to the sewer service area to connect. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:  
 
1. SADC Meeting –Update 
David Zaback shared that the County and Municipal Planning Incentive Grants (PIGs), as well as the Nonprofit 
PIG, have been approved. The nonprofit grant was announced at Thursday’s Board meeting. The Formula is now 
active and showing positive results. There have also been ongoing discussions about soil disturbances on a 
specific farm, which is now being referred back to the committee for further review. A high number of Formula 
applications have been submitted, and the increased value is contributing to preserved farmland. 
 
2. County /State Boards of Agriculture – Update 
Joanne Powell informed the Board that the Board of Agriculture is continuing to work on bylaws for the newsletter 
and clarifying the Board’s identity. The deadline for the Thomas Everett Scholarship has been extended to June 
30th to encourage more applicants. Debbie Norz announced that Bill A5056 will be discussed at the next meeting. 
The bill removes the requirement for SADC approval of green energy projects in exception areas, streamlining 
solar, wind, and biomass approvals. A motion to send a letter in support of A5056 was made by Debbie and 
seconded by Robert Schultz. Mark Kirby noted concerns over a proposal to raise the farmland assessment 
threshold from $100 to $3,000 per acre, which could negatively impact farmers. The Board agreed to draft a letter 
supporting the current FA-1 standard. Debbie also made a motion to support set standards for farmland 
assessment; it passed but will be held for now. The State budget must be approved by July 1st, and the Farm 
Bureau is tracking these developments. 
 
3. Staff Comments 
Kate Katzer requested that the Farmer Resource Fair and Suydam Farms be added to the Closed Session 
agenda. A motion was made by Joanna and seconded by Debbie to approve the request. A voice vote was taken 
and the motion passed. 



 
 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager, 
Kate Katzer: 
 
1. Elfo Property- Hillsborough Township 
Kate Katzer shared that John Elfo, a neighbor of Ed Clerico. Clerico Farm is currently going through the Direct 
Easement program with SADC. While John does not wish to be preserved through SADC, he is open to 
participating in the County preservation program. This matter will be discussed further in closed session. 
 
2. Spook Hollow Farm Ag Labor Housing Resolution 
Kate Katzer explained that Spook Hollow LLC plans to remove two outdated agricultural labor housing units, 
which are no longer up to code, and rebuild them as part of a new equipment storage barn near the main barn. 
The farm, located on Block 9 Lot 9 and totaling 95.57 acres, has demonstrated sufficient production to justify on-
site labor housing. SCADB recommended approval, with conditions that the units be occupied by full-time farm 
laborers, the property maintain significant agricultural production, and the new housing be built in compliance 
with all applicable Federal, State, County, and local regulations. The resolution reflecting these conditions was 
read. A motion to approve the resolution was made by Debbie and seconded by Robert Schultz. A voice vote 
was taken, and the motion passed. 
 
3. Cows at the Courthouse- June 11, 2025 
Staff announced that "Cows at the Courthouse" will take place on June 11, 2025, at 6 PM. This event, held every 
five years, will be hosted in partnership with New Centre Dairy. Milk for the celebration will be provided by Spring 
Run Dairy Farm in New Jersey, and guests will enjoy a ceremonial milk toast using commemorative Dairy Fresh 
glasses. 4H club members will share information about New Centre Dairy, and the Alternate Dairy State Princess 
will be in attendance. Commissioner Drake, Commissioner Deputy Director Marano, and others will speak on the 
importance of agriculture in our community.  
 
4. Somerset County Historic Society Barn Talk 
Kate Katzer reminded the Board that the Somerset County Historical Society's Barn Talk will take place on 
Saturday, June 21, 2025, from 1:00 to 2:00 PM at Hageman Farm in Franklin. The event will feature Greg Huber, 
who will speak about Somerset County barns, with both indoor and outdoor portions planned. Staff are currently 
waiting on flyers from Olinda Young and will distribute them to the Board and County farmers once received. The 
event is co-sponsored by SCADB, and the Board’s logo will be included in the materials. 
 
5. 840 Amwell Road Township Complaint- Hillsborough 
Staff has received a complaint from Hillsborough Township in regard to 840 Amwell Road. This will be discussed 
further in closed session.  
 



6.Closed Session  
At 9:03 a.m. a motion to go into closed session was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Robert Schultz. A 
roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
7. Results and Actions from Closed Session 
At 10:20 a.m. a motion to come out of closed session was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Robert Schultz. 
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
A motion was made to bring the Elfo property to the Commissioners for approval for preservation. The motion 
was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Joanne Powell. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was 
passed. 
 
 A motion was made to approve Axcel Farms’ request for timeline extension but not granting additional woodchips 
in the pad area. The deadline of June 18, 2025, to ensure that the conservation plan has been initiated was added 
to the approval. The motion was made by Joanne Powell and seconded by Robert Schultz. A roll call vote was 
made, and the motion was passed. 
 
A motion was made to put together a letter to Ryck Suydam stating that the severable extension request for 
sewer hookup is beyond the purview of the Board, and he would need to contact the County Planning Division 
for the amendment processes for wastewater. The motion was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Robert 
Schultz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed 
 
8. Adjournment 
At 10:27 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Debbie Norz and seconded by Robert Schultz. A voice vote was 
taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
_____________________________ 
Kate Katzer 
SCADB Administrator 
 
The Next SCADB meeting will be held on Monday, June 23, 2025, at 8:15 am. 


