
Minutes of April 28, 2025 
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the April 28, 2025, of the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board 
(SCADB) Meeting began at 8:28 A.M. This meeting was held in person in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room at 
the Somerset County Administration Building in Somerville, N.J. 

Open Public Meetings Statement 

Chairperson, Mark Kirby, reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act as follows: 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate notice of this meeting has 
been provided. The date and time information for this meeting was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier 
News. The agenda for this meeting was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board’s 
website.    

Roll Call  

Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum. 

Members in Attendance: 
Mark W. Kirby, Chair 
Debbie Norz, Vice Chair 
Jimmy Abma 
John Lima  
Joanne Powell   
Robert Schultz   
Kate Brown, Agriculture Extension Agent  
 
 
Members Not in Attendance:     . 
Matt D’Alessandro, Soil Conservation District   
Paul Drake, Liaison Somerset County Commissioner 
Laura DePrado, Secretary 
        
Somerset County Staff:                                                
Mathew D. Loper, Director- Department of Engineering and Planning 
Kate Katzer, Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager  
Sarah Fitzpatrick, Esq., Deputy County Counsel 
Imani Carrillo, Administrative Assistant- Department of Engineering and Planning 
 



Public Members Present:                                                
David Zaback, State Agriculture Development Board 
Elise Cavicchi, New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
Frank Pinto, Consultant for Spook Hollow Farm 
Paul Fox- Engineer for Spook Hollow Farm 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the April 28, 2025, meeting were approved. The motion was made by Joanne Powell and 
seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS: 
Current owners of Spook Hollow Farm have updated and renovated wastewater systems, water systems, and 
utilities. As they have made these improvements, they would like to relocate the agriculture laborers housing 
away from the exception area. It would not be new labor housing only a relocation of the housing. The current 
apartments are not able to be renovated since they no longer meet the qualifications for housing via building 
regulations.  
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:  
 
1. SADC Meeting –Update 
David Zaback shared that the Formula Regulations have been published in their register on April 7, 2025. The 
GIS, Planning, and conservation team have been working on farms to run through the Formula system and have 
been testing bugs out. Final approvals for the State-Wide Formula have been amended this past meeting and 
there have been good numbers statewide regarding the Formula system. This will be excellent for farms wanting 
to be preserved. Kate Katzer mentioned that David will run some of the farms through the Formula to see how it 
will impact the farms in Somerset County. Kate Katzer goes on to state that Somerset County no longer has a 
head of GIS currently, the County will need transitional help from the SADC to work through ongoing projects 
until help is received through the County’s GIS team. Debbie Norz asks David if there will be additional help or 
hiring from the SADC to get ongoing preservations done quickly, she mentions that there is a concern that other 
manufacturers will gain property if the SADC doesn’t act speedily to help those in need with preservations. David 
ensures that they are conscientious of the impact and that it is his key focus to prioritize these concerns from the 
Board. 
 
 
2. County /State Boards of Agriculture – Update 
Debbie Norz informed the Board that the Ag in Action event is scheduled for the morning of September 6, 2025. 
The Thomas Everett Scholarship Dinner will take place that same evening. The scholarship award amount has 
been increased to $3,000. The application deadline has been extended to June 1, 2025. Eligibility requirements 
include being a college sophomore, junior, or senior pursuing a degree in agriculture and holding a Farm Bureau 
membership. The Board is currently awaiting updated scholarship information on their website. There are no 
current updates from the State Board. 



 
3. Staff Comments 
Kate Katzer shared that Board members should have received their Financial Disclosure forms, which need to 
be signed and submitted. In other news, the Franklin Township Green Fair is happening this Saturday, May 3, 
2025, at Franklin Township High School by the Gymnasium from 10:00 AM to 3:30 PM. The event will feature 
farm animals, and Board members are encouraged to attend and participate. This is a great opportunity to help 
the school secure funding for green initiatives such as water bottle filling stations and other sustainability-related 
items. The fair also supports the school’s efforts to meet its Green Certification goals and is an exciting way to 
introduce the community to agriculture. Staff extends their thanks to the Board Members who attended the Farmer 
Resource Fair on April 11, 2025. Kate Brown and Kate Katzer will be reviewing the survey responses collected 
during the event. The feedback was overwhelmingly positive, with many attendees expressing strong interest in 
making the Resource Fair an annual event. There were also suggestions for new service providers to be included 
in future fairs. Staff noted that Mercer County is now considering hosting a similar event. Additionally, the 
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board recently attended the science fair at MacAfee Elementary 
School in Franklin Township. Staff engaged with kindergarten, third, and fourth grade students, sharing 
information about agriculture and the importance of land use planning. RC&D also provided grazing sticks to 
staff, with extras available for distribution to Board members if needed. 
 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager, 
Kate Katzer: 
 
1. Bare Flower Farm- Commercial Farm Certification  
Kate Katzer shared that Bare Flower Farms has completed their farmer assessment packet, Bare Flower Farms 
wants to put up a greenhouse on the property. This has been brought to the attention of the Hillsborough staff 
and SADC because they have not filed an FA1 Report yet. With the Boards approval Bare Flower Farms can 
work with the commercial farm setback to work with Agriculture buildings. This will be discussed further during 
closed session. 
 
2. Polnasek Farm- Hillsborough Township 
Kate Katzer shared that Polnasek farms are looking to be preserved under Somerset County’s preservation 
Program. Polnasek Farm is currently running a chicken operation, and they sell eggs, the size of the farm is 7.05 
Acres.  This will be discussed further during closed sessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. Scagliotta Property- Hillsborough Township 
 Staff shared that the Scagliotta property is being considered for farmland preservation. Frank Pinto provided 
additional details, noting that the owners, Richard and Randy, currently reside on the farm along with a horse 
farm operator who also lives on-site. The landowner is interested in coming through the County’s Preservation 
Program.  
 
 
4. Durling Farm- Hillsborough Township 
Kate Katzer shared that Durling Farms is looking to severe off their severable exception. This will be discussed 
further in closed session.  
 
 
5. Broken Fence Farm (Segal) Solar- Bedminster Township 
Staff states that Broken Fence Farm, originally known as Segal Moral Farm, was purchased by Segal. The farm 
wants to add Solar to the property, and the SADC is looking for the County’s. The solar would be added in the 
exception area and no lines would need to be run as it was all part of the original house build within the exception. 
This will be further discussed in closed session.  
 
6. Cows at the Courthouse- June 11, 2025 
Kate Katzer shared that cows will be present at the Courthouse in celebration of the 95th anniversary of the New 
Centre Dairy Club. Staff is coordinating with Kelly Mager to ensure the logistics work between the scheduled 
Commissioner meeting times, following a suggestion made by Commissioner Marano. The celebration will take 
place outside the Courthouse on the evening of the Commissioner meeting, and Board members are encouraged 
to attend. A ceremonial milk toast will be held to mark the occasion, with funding generously provided by the 
Board of Agriculture. The event is tentatively scheduled to begin around 6:00 PM. 
 
7. Somerset County Historic Society Barn Talk- June 21, 2025 
Staff have been contacted by the Somerset County Historic Society regarding an upcoming event scheduled for 
June 21st. The event will feature author Greg Hoover, who has written extensively on barns in Somerset County 
and surrounding regions. His work focuses on traditional homes and Dutch barns, and he is particularly interested 
in Somerset County barns, which he considers among the most unique in the northeastern United States. 
Mr. Hoover is currently seeking additional stories and examples of local barns to include in future publications. 
The Historic Society would like to partner with the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board to support 
this event and to engage directly with farmers and landowners in the community. 
We are seeking the Board’s approval to support this event, which will take place from 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM on 
June 21st. This collaboration would help highlight the County’s rich agricultural heritage and foster connections 
between local farmers, historians, and preservation advocates. 
 
 
 



8.Closed Session
At 9:03 a.m. a motion to go into closed session was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by John Lima. A roll 
call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 

9. Results and Actions from Closed Session
At 10:51 a.m. a motion to come out of closed session was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Jimmy Abma. 
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 

A motion was made to approve Polnasek Farms purchasing farm preservation. The motion was made by Debbie 
Norz and seconded by John Lima. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 

 A motion was made to approve Scagliotta Farms purchasing development rights. The motion was made by 
Joanne Powell and seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 

A motion was made to approve Bare Flower Farms Commercial Certificate. The motion was made by Debbie 
Norz and seconded by Jimmy Abma. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed 

A motion was made to approve Durling Farms severable exception area in Hillsborough Township. The motion 
was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by John Lima. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 

A motion was made to approve Spook Hollow Farms Ag labor housing in Bedminster Township. The motion was 
made by Joanne Powell and seconded by John Lima. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 

A motion was made to approve Broken Fence Farms (Segal) Solar. The motion was made by Debbie Norz and 
seconded by John Lima. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 

10. Adjournment
At 10:54 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Jimmy Abma and seconded by Debbie Norz. A voice vote was 
taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 
Respectfully Submitted by, 

_____________________________ 
Katelyn Katzer
SCADB Administrator   

The Next SCADB meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 27, 2025, at 8:15 am. 




