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I. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 P.M. by Commission President Rory Britt in compliance with 
the Open Public Meeting Notice Act, Chapter 231, PL 1975.  

II. Pledge of Allegiance

III. Roll Call
Commissioners: Rory Britt, Donetta Bishop-Johnson, Marge Sullivan, Kathy Faulks, Linda Barth, Don
Esposito, Robert Grundfest, Jonathan Hress
Absent: Maritza Martinez
Staff: Katie Himics, Robert Meyer, Tom Boccino, Josephine Taranto
Excused: Kaitlin Bundy
Advisory Members: Aldo Adriazola, Sean Blinn, Brian Faulks, Anna Gerwel, Rose Kopf, Rikki
Massand, Leslie Workman
Absent: Linda Brnicevic, Christina Bucciero, Phyllis Marganoff, Aparna Virmani
Members of the Public: Bob Barth, Alan Hurley, Olinda Young
Commissioner Liaison: Melonie Marano

IV. Approval of May 1, 2025, Minutes
Motion to accept the minutes made by Linda Barth and seconded by Marge Sullivan. Passed.

V. Correspondence 

• Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires federal agencies or any
federally funded project to consider the effects on historic properties. This law requires the
review of interested parties in the area, and often the Cultural & Heritage Commission is
invited to consult on these matters. Staff received two Section 106 letters in May. The first
Section 106 letter was regarding Route 287 SB, Burnt Mills Road (CR 620) to Bailey's Mill
Road Bedminster Township, Harding Township, Far Hills Borough, and Bernards Township,
Morris and Somerset Counties, seeking the identification of Historic Properties and
Assessment of Adverse Effects. Staff noted that the Pluckemin Village Historic District,
Madisonville Historic District, several individual listings, and archaeological resources in the
Great Swamp could be affected by this work. The Department of Transportation expressed
that there will only be milling, paving, and in-kind replacements of guardrails and light posts,
and a few not-in-kind replacements all in previously disturbed areas. Staff responded
concurring with that statement that there are no adverse effects to historic resources in this
undertaking and suggested that archaeological monitoring be considered for the installation of
not-in-kind replacements in sensitive areas. It was also stated in this response that not-in-kind
replacements consider their surrounding environment. Staff received a letter from the New
Jersey Department of Community Affairs on May 21 regarding a disaster recovery grant for a
property in Bridgewater. This project does not impact any cultural or historic resources. Staff
responded accordingly. Staff also received a letter regarding a Traffic Signal Upgrade and
Sidewalk Repair at Easton Avenue (CR 527) and DeMott Lane. This project was brought to
staff’s attention in late March and was brought to the Commission in April. Staff responded
concurring with that statement that there are no adverse effects to historic resources in this



SOMERSET COUNTY CULTURAL & HERITAGE COMMISSION  
Thursday, June 5, 2025   

Meeting Minutes – Hybrid Meeting 
3rd Floor, County Administration Building, 20 Grove St., Somerville, NJ 08876 

2025 SCC&HC Meeting Dates: 

February 6, March 6, April 3, June 5, October 2, November 6 – Hybrid 
May 1, September 4, December 4, and January 8, 2026 – In Person 

2 

undertaking. An update was recently sent out, indicating that archaeological monitoring will 
now be required for this project, and stating that there will be no impact to the Meadows 
Foundation’s Symen Van Wickle House. 

VI. Staff Reports/Old Business

Grants
Local Arts Program Grant. The Local Arts Program (LAP) Grant are funds the Commission receives
annually from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts to primarily regrant out to local non-profits and
municipalities.

2025 Grant. Staff will be reaching out soon to schedule virtual interim report discussions with all 17 re-
grantee organizations to take place throughout June and July. 

2026 Grant. Staff are updating the application for the 2026 grant round. Suggested changes will be 
discussed in new business. 

County History Partnership Program Grant. The County History Partnership Program (CHPP) 
Grant are funds the Commission receives annually from the New Jersey State Historical Commission 
to primarily regrant out to local non-profits and municipalities. 

2025 Grant. Staff are working with iON Contracts to create the digital interim reports, which will be 
released soon and will be due on June 23. 

2026 Grant. Staff are updating the application for the 2026 grant round. Suggested changes will be 
discussed in new business. 

Historic Preservation Grant Program. The Somerset County Historic Preservation Grant Program is 
an annual program which awards non-profit and government agencies funds for the restoration, 
preservation, and rehabilitation of historic sites listed on or eligible for listing on the New Jersey and 
National Registers of Historic Places.  

2025 Grant. Applications are due on Friday, June 13 by 4:00 P.M. Technical assistance workshops 
were hosted virtually on May 5 at 5:30 P.M. and May 12 at 12:30 P.M. where staff reviewed grant 
guidelines and explained the application process with potential applicants. 

Cooperative Marketing Grant. The Cooperative Marketing Grant are funds the Commission receives 
from the NJ Division of Travel and Tourism to market and promote the Commission’s annual heritage 
tourism event, Journey Through the Past. 

2025 Grant. The first ad for the Hook Magazine is currently running in their April/May/June issue 
which was published in mid-April. Print ads in Bucks County Magazine and Edible Jersey will begin 
running in their Summer issues which will be published soon. 
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2026 Grant. Staff submitted the Declaration of Intent for the FY2026 Cooperative Marketing Grant 
which is due on June 6, 2025, and we are working on the application which is due on June 13, 2025. 

Docent Training Program. The Cultural & Heritage Commission has been working closely with Ahali 
Consulting LLC throughout the Docent Training Program's Winter/Spring 2025 pilot launch, which 
began on February 1 and will officially end on June 29. Since the beginning of April, our docents have 
been assigned a volunteer placement at one of Somerset County's Five Generals Houses for their 
Learning & Service phase of the Program, in which they continue their training through hands­on 
learning and volunteering at their site. We have received positive feedback from both the docents 
themselves and the historic sites letting us know that the volunteers are engaged and gaining valuable 
firsthand experience assisting with special events and history programs, leading tours, and conducting 
research. The Commission is optimistic that the docents will continue to volunteer with the Five 
Generals Houses even after the Program ends. Ahali Consulting will be providing staff with data and 
recommendations for improvements to the Program for potential future rounds. Ahali is also working to 
schedule a virtual convening of the Site-Based Trainers to gain more feedback, discuss the sites' 
common challenges, and give advice for volunteer management in the future. 

County Historic Preservation Projects. Somerset County Historic Preservation Projects include 
initiatives associated with County-owned historic sites. The Engineering & Planning divisions 
collaborate on these projects. 

Van Horne House. The Phase III project at the Van Horne House is underway. Engineering has been 
in regular communication with the Heritage Trail Association. This project includes a new ADA 
accessible ramp, window restoration, and a new cedar roof on the west wing addition and is expected 
to be complete by the end of the summer. 

First Dutch Reformed Church, Stained-Glass Window Project. The County is pleased with the 
results of this restoration project and eagerly awaits the re-installation of the large rose window. The 
frame of the rose window is being restored and stabilized prior to the reinstallation of the glass.  

Lord Stirling Manor Archaeology Phase II. Hunter Research and Monmouth University have begun 
the second phase of archaeology at Lord Stirling Park in preparation for the 250th Anniversary of the 
American Revolution and beyond. Field school has commenced and is going well. Public archaeology 
days will be announced soon. 

Cultural & Heritage Gallery. On May 2, the “Youth Art Month” exhibit opened. This exhibit features 
28 pieces from K-12 students in Somerset County whose teachers are members of Arts Educators of 
New Jersey. This exhibit will run through June 9. The next exhibit will be the Teen Arts Exhibit, which 
showcases artwork from the Somerset County Teen Arts Festival and will open on June 13. Staff have 
also launched Hues of History, a special art project to commemorate 25 years of historic preservation 
in Somerset County. This project will capture the architectural beauty of Somerset County’s preserved 
historic sites, from the Colonial period to the early 20th century, as seen through the eyes of talented 
New Jersey artists. Eligible sites are those which have received funds from the Somerset County 
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Historic Preservation Grant as well as State owned sites. 19 sites have confirmed their participation, 
offering a diverse range of building types and time periods. The Call for Artists officially opened on 
June 2 with an application form available on our website. Completed forms are due by August 1. If you 
know any artists who may be interested in participating, please let them know about this opportunity. 

Technical Assistance Workshop. Throughout 2025, a selection of professionally-led technical 
assistance workshops will be offered to benefit our local non-profit organizations. The next workshop 
is titled "Fundraising Essentials: Building Blocks for Growing Your Fundraising Program". In this 
workshop, Allison Trimarco of Creative Capacity LLC will highlight current trends in fundraising 
(including differences in the ways that people of different generations respond to fundraising 
requests), discuss strategies to communicate your organization's value to prospective donors, and 
develop steps to organizing an effective fundraising campaign. This workshop will take place on June 
12, 2025, from 9:30 A.M. to 11:30 A.M. at the Somerset County Human Services Building. Please 
register by June 10 on the County website. 

Excellence in the Arts. The Commission’s biennial Excellence in the Arts awards are dedicated to 
honoring those individuals and organizations demonstrating exemplary leadership and dedication to 
fostering the fine and performing arts in Somerset County. After thorough review, the Excellence in the 
Arts Awards committee selected seven winners: in the category of Arts in Education, Sruthiswara 
School of Music; in the category of Arts in the Community, Jayshree Sarma Srikanth, Raag Rang, 
Aayan Kabaria, the Brook Orchestra, and Manville Arts Council; in the category of Aspiring Young 
Artist, Naomi Liem. Winners of the 2025 Excellence in the Arts Awards were honored at an awards 
ceremony which was held on May 29, 2025, at the Raritan Valley Community College Conference 
Center. The ceremony featured a live performance by members of the Brook Orchestra. Staff would 
like to extend our sincere thanks and appreciation to all Cultural & Heritage Commission and Advisory 
Board members who were in attendance to celebrate these awardees’ outstanding contributions to the 
arts in Somerset County; as well as to Commissioner Deputy Director Marano. 

Teen Arts. The Somerset County 2025 Teen Arts Festival was held on Wednesday, May 21, at 
Raritan Valley Community College from 8:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M. The Teen Arts Festival is the 
Commission's annual arts education opportunity for middle school and high school students 
throughout the County to come together and celebrate their accomplishments in the arts. The Festival 
focuses on seven different creative disciplines: Visual Arts, Dance, Theater, Film, Creative Writing, 
Instrumental Music, and Vocal Music. 15 middle and high schools from throughout the County 
participated; with roughly 1,000 students in attendance. There were over 80 student performances 
and 32 workshops in various creative disciplines throughout the Festival day. Popular workshops 
included a community mural with The Center for Contemporary Art and handmade papermaking with 
Frontline Arts. This year, the Cultural & Heritage Commission collaborated with Propagate Studios in 
Stewartsville, New Jersey, to collect donations of new and gently used arts and crafts supplies which 
were then made available for free to our students during the Festival. Students left thank you notes in 
exchange for their free art supplies. One of them reads, "All of the items I got today were things I was 
looking for, but didn't have the funds to get to make the projects I had in mind. Now I can make my art 
how I want without settling. Thank you!" Students that excelled in their artistic disciplines and showed 
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immense skill, talent, and creativity were also nominated to participate in the New Jersey State Teen 
Arts Festival, which took place on June 2 to 4 at Middlesex College. Many of our County’s schools 
were in attendance. Three talented students were also selected to participate in the New Jersey State 
Teen Arts Visual Arts Traveling Exhibition. These students' 2D artwork will travel to various public 
locations throughout New Jersey from August 2025 to May 2026. 

Journey Though the Past. Commitment forms for this year’s Journey Through the Past were due on 
May 16. This year, 34 sites have confirmed their participation, including a new site – the North 
Plainfield Exempt Fireman’s Museum. Although not a new site, the Griggstown Schoolhouse will also 
be returning for the first time since 2018. Guidebook updates were due on May 30, and guidebook text 
is being prepared to be sent to our Graphics Department. This is slightly earlier than in previous years 
as the guidebook will be slightly reworked to also serve as the passport for this year’s 20th 
Anniversary Passport Program. This will allow visitors to easily view site information and collect their 
stamps for visiting participating sites in a single booklet. Staff are also working with the County’s GIS 
department to create the digital mapping features for this year’s Journey. 

Juneteenth. Cultural & Heritage staff are working with the Somerset County Juneteenth Committee to 
plan the annual Somerset County Juneteenth Celebration which will take place on Friday, June 27, 
2025, starting at 5:00 P.M. outdoors on the Courthouse Green. This year's event theme is Roots of 
Resilience: Honoring the Past, Inspiring the Future. The celebration will include performances by 
Zawadi African Dance & Drum, Charisa the Violin Diva, and local poet Ms. Olivia; as well as the 
presentation of the 2025 Juneteenth Leadership Award which will be presented to Beverly Mills and 
Elaine Buck, co-founders of the Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum and co-authors of "If 
These Stones Could Talk." 

History on the Green. The fourth annual History on the Green will take place on Saturday, July 19, 
2025, from 10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. outside on the Courthouse Green. During this free, family-friendly 
living history event, guests can explore a pop-up encampment, visit with Revolutionary War soldiers, 
meet George and Martha Washington, see early American artisans in action, enjoy cannon and 
musket firing demonstrations, play with colonial toys and games, listen to period music, and more. 
Staff are working to organize the event participants and have sent out information about tabling 
opportunities to our local organizations. 

VII. New Business/Action Items
2026 Local Arts Program Grant & 2026 County History Partnership Program Grant
On March 24, the Grants Review Committee met to discuss the guidelines for the 2026 Local Arts
Program (LAP) Grant and the County History Partnership Program (CHPP) Grant. The Committee
discussed all changes and edits to these grant guidelines in detail. Staff presented the updated
guidelines for review. After reviewing the guidelines, staff requested a motion to accept and approve
the edits and additions made to the 2026 LAP and CHPP grant guidelines and application.
Motion to accept the proposed language pertaining to the 2026 LAP grant application made by Don
Esposito and seconded by Robert Grundfest. Passed.
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Motion to accept the proposed language pertaining to the 2026 CHPP grant application made by 
Marge Sullivan and seconded by Don Esposito. Passed. 

VIII. Somerset County Commissioner Comments
Commissioner Liaison Melonie Marano
Commissioner Deputy Director Marano stated that the Excellence in the Arts Awards Ceremony was
great and that the awardees’ videos were well done. She also noted Somerset County’s efforts to
enlist all 21 municipalities as RevolutionNJ (RevNJ) Communities and encourages remaining towns to
participate in this initiative. Advisory Member Aldo Adriazola offered to help in contacting Branchburg.

IX. Cultural & Heritage Commissioner Comments
1. Marge Sullivan announced that the Heritage Trail Association is participating in the Revolutionary

Revelry Night at TD Bank Ballpark, home of the Somerset Patriots, on July 5, 2025. This Spirit
Night will honor our local Revolutionary War history with a Revolutionary War Encampment,
tabling for historic sites, and an unveiling of a plaque on the concourse with a scenic view of the
historic Van Horne House.

2. Kathy Faulks announced that the Somerset County Docents will be representing the Abraham
Staats House at the Revolutionary Revelry Night on July 5. Kathy thanked Somerset County for
their work on the Docent Training Program. The Abraham Staats House will present a Paranormal
Investigation and Séance event on September 27, 2025, from 7:00 P.M. to 11:00 P.M. Signup is
available through Eventbrite. Kathy also stated that the Excellence in the Arts Awards Ceremony
was a wonderful event.

3. Linda Barth noted that Marge Sullivan presented a program on Dr. Mary Gaston at Somerset
Hospital’s 125th Anniversary Celebration on June 5. Bob Barth and Linda Barth both delivered
donated art supplies to Propagate Studios for use at the Teen Arts Festival. The Egg-o-mat
opened in Warren Township on May 24, with a great presentation about the device. Linda noted
that she revised the 1985 Historic Sites and Districts in Somerset County publication which she
will give to Josephine Taranto to include with her revisions to the publication.

4. Robert Grundfest thanked Katie Himics and staff for a great Teen Arts Festival. He noted that
students enjoyed visiting the gallery space to see their artwork displayed.

5. Donetta Bishop-Johnson stated that staff did a wonderful job with Teen Arts. The students from
her district were happy to attend. She announced that the Stoutsburg Sourland African American
Museum’s 2025 Juneteenth Celebration - Stories of Freedom - will be held on June 21, 2025,
from 12:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M., featuring a Gospel band, spoken word artists, and local artisan
marketplace.

6. Don Esposito congratulated staff on the Excellence in the Arts Awards Ceremony.

X. Advisory Committee Comments 
1. Leslie Workman stated that construction has begun at Farmstead Arts, additionally their studio

space is open to be rented. June 7 and June 8 are the last dates to see “She Stoops to Conquer”
performed by the Lord Striling Theater Company at the Farmstead. Art classes will be opening
soon and the Garden State Watercolor Society’s “Small but Mighty” exhibit will open on June 8. A
sponsored concert will be held for Father’s Day on June 15, at 2:00 P.M., by BrassWorks, a five-
piece brass band. Leslie also noted that Farmstead Arts is looking for summer interns.
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2. Rose Kopf stated that it is an honor for the Dr. John Vermeule House in Green Brook to be one of
the historic sites featured in Hues of History.

3. Anna Gerwel requested a copy of 2026 LAP and CHPP grant documents. Staff replied that a link
to the documents will be sent out once they are officially released and live on the website.

4. Rikki Massand commended Cultural & Heritage staff on a successful Teen Arts Festival. Rikki
noted that Cortney Frank, Program and Outreach Manager for the Somerset County Library
System, is looking to reach out to Cultural & Heritage for grant opportunities related to the 250th
Anniversary of American Independence. Rikki congratulated Commissioner Deputy Director
Marano for her work encouraging municipalities to become RevNJ Communities.

XI. Public Comments
1. Olinda Young reported that the Somerset County Historical Society is confident that the Van

Veghten House will be awarded a United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
grant. Ground penetrating radar will begin within two weeks. Exterior work at the Howe Farmstead
is now complete; new white siding and a new roof have been installed. The next Phase is the
interior. Historian Mike Beck will hold a discussion on “How Central Jersey Won the American
Revolution” from the British perspective on June 7, 2025, at 1:30 P.M. at the Manville Public
Library. There will be a basketmaking program at the Van Veghten House on June 14 (rain date is
June 28). Tickets are available on Eventbrite. Greg Huber, a specialist in northeast barns, will
discuss the treasures of Somerset County’s hidden Dutch barns at the Hageman Barn in
Middlebush on June 21, 2025, at 1:30 P.M. Tickets are $10 and available on Eventbrite. Olinda
noted that Somerset County is unique in that it has more surviving Dutch heritage barns than
anywhere else in the state of New Jersey. 62 surviving unaltered Dutch heritage barns have been
identified, and Greg is looking for more. In particular, the Washington Well Barn needs to be
saved for its historic significance. Farm communities from nearby counties have been invited to
attend the presentation. Bill Carlstadt has been working to get a historic marker for the Van Nest
Weston Mill site. Commissioner Deputy Director Marano will contact New Jersey Assemblymen
Danielsen and Egan for assistance. Author Jim Lamason has recently released a novel, Into the
Vortex of Fire, detailing the lives of the 11th New Jersey Infantry Regiment, many from Somerset
County, and their part in the Battle of Gettysburg. He will give a talk on the topic in July.

Announcements/Other News:  
The next SCC&HC meeting will be in person on Thursday, September 4, 2025. 

XII. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn made by Marge Sullivan and seconded by Robert Grundfest. Passed.
Adjournment 8:18 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,  
Kathy Faulks, Secretary 




