
1 

 

HUES OF HISTORY 
LIST OF PARTICIPATING  

HISTORIC SITES 
Each artist that participates in the 
Hues of History art exhibit will 
capture the unique architectural 
beauty of their assigned historic 
site. Artists’ location assignments 
will be determined in the order of 
receipt of artist sign-up forms.  

Please do not begin your artwork 
until a specific site has been  
assigned to you!  
 

For site related questions contact: 
CulturalHeritage@co.somerset.nj.us 
or (908) 231-7021.  
 

This list provides information about 
each of the historic sites 
participating in Hues of History 
throughout Somerset County. 
Artists interested in participating in 
this exhibit are encouraged to read 
through to learn more about each 
site including: 

·  General Information  

·  Highlights  

·  Location/Address 

·  Time Period & Site Type 
 

Thank you for your interest  
in participating in  
Hues of History! 

TABLE OF CONTENTS     

Page 2   1860 School House  
Page 2   Abraham Staats House  
Page 3   Daniel Robert House 
Page 3   Dirck Gulick House  
Page 4   Dr. John Vermeule House 
Page 4   Fleischmann Carriage House  
Page 5   Gen. John Frelinghuysen House  
Page 5   Historic Brook Theater 
Page 6   Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead 
 Rockingham 
Page 7   Somerset County Courthouse Green 
 Somerville Fire Museum  
Page 8  South Branch School House 
 Stoutsburg Sourland  
       African American Museum 
Page 9  Old Millstone Forge 
 Olcott School 
Page 10 Philip Van Horne House 
  Van Veghten House 

Page 11  Wallace House &  
     Old Dutch Parsonage 



2 

 

1860 Schoolhouse 
General Information: 

This one-room brick schoolhouse was built in 1860 on the 
west bank of the Millstone River and was used as a school 
until 1944. The masonry building, designed in the new 
“reformed” style current in mid-19th century America, is 
rectangular in shape with a large, light-filled meeting 
room, a simple gable roof, and a Gothic Revival style 
window above the entry. The original structure included a 
belfry with a bell to call the students to class. One teacher 
usually taught seven grades (occasionally eight). The Board 
of Education transferred the building to the Borough of 
Millstone in 1949, at which time it became Millstone’s 
Borough Hall.  

Highlights:  
 

Holiday children’s programs 
Borough meetings  

Address: 
353 Main Street 
Millstone, NJ 08844 

Time Period:   
1860s 

Type of Site:   
One Room Schoolhouse 

Operated and Owned by:  
Borough of Millstone 

Learn More About the 1860 Schoolhouse:  
www.millstoneboro.org  

Abraham Staats House 
General Information: 

The Abraham Staats House is one of the finest surviving 
buildings of the 18th century Dutch settlement of the 
Raritan Valley. The original section of the house was built 
around 1740 by the Staats, a Dutch family who inhabited 
the home for nearly two centuries. Expansions include a 
two-story, late-Federal/Greek Revival wing. Abraham 
Staats and his family occupied the farmstead during the 
American Revolution. In 1779, during the Middlebrook 
Cantonment, their home served as military headquarters 
for Baron von Steuben, Inspector General for George 
Washington.  

Highlights:  
 

Hosts the Annual Battle of Bound Brook in April 
Living history events 
Special programs and lectures 
Open houses 

Learn More About the Abraham Staats House:  
www.staatshouse.org  

Address: 
17 Von Steuben Lane 
South Bound Brook, NJ 08880 

Time Period:   
1740s 

Type of Site:   
Colonial Home 

Operated by:  
Friends of Abraham Staats House, 
Inc. 

Owned by: 
Borough of South Bound Brook 
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Dirck Gulick House 

Address: 
506 County Road 601 
Belle Mead, NJ 08502 

Time Period:   
1750s 

Type of Site:   
Colonial Home 

Operated and Owned by:  
Van Harlingen Historical Society 

General Information: 

The Dirck Gulick House, built in 1752, is nestled at the base 
of the Sourland Mountain in the Dutchtown section of 
Montgomery Township. The building conforms to the 
Dutch construction of the 18th century with its story-and-a
-half height, double room depth, and use of heavy timber 
running from front to back wall. Its use of stone as a 
building material is rare. The house has been the 
headquarters of the Van Harlingen Historical Society since 
1973 and is home to the Society’s library, archives and 
collection of artifacts.  

Highlights:  
 

Hosts the annual May in Montgomery event 
Local history programs 

Learn More About the Dirck Gulick House:  
www.vanharlingen.org 

Daniel Robert House 
General Information: 

Built in 1888 for a wealthy New York businessman, the 
Daniel Robert Mansion was designed by architects 
Lambert and Bunnell of Bridgeport, Connecticut and is a 
faithful replica of an award-winning Alexander Jackson 
Davis design. A quintessential Gothic Revival residence 
with picturesque asymmetrical massing, it has a steep and 
varied roof line, pointed arches, brownstone detailing, and 
gothic motifs. Though damaged by fires in 1967 and 1980, it 
still retains the majority of its original detailing. Recent 
restorations include stained glass windows, the grand 
hallway, the main tower, and exterior windows. The 
mansion serves as Somerville Borough Hall and houses the 
Somerville branch of the Somerset County Library System. 

Highlights:  
 

Tours by appointment 
Special events  

Address: 
25 West End Avenue 
Somerville, NJ 08876 

Time Period:   
1880s 

Type of Site:   
Historic Home 

Operated and Owned by:  
Borough of Somerville 

Learn More About the Daniel Robert House:  
www.somervillenj.org  
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Fleischmann Carriage 
House 

Address: 
Colonial Park 
635 Mettlers Road 
Somerset, NJ 08873 

Time Period:   
1900s 

Type of Site:   
Carriage House 

Operated and Owned by:  
Somerset County Park  
Commission 

General Information: 

The Fleischmann Carriage House was once part of the 
Fleischmann family’s estate, Somerset Farms. Built circa 
1906, it replaced an earlier carriage house which had been 
lost in a fire the previous year. Likely to ensure that the 
new building would not suffer the same fate, the carriage 
house was built using reinforced concert. This was 
uncommon at the time and the Fleischmann Carriage 
House stands as an early application of structural 
reinforced concrete. The Somerset County Park 
Commission acquired the property in 1965 and it officially 
opened as Colonial Park in 1967. 

Highlights:  
 

Located within Colonial Park (near Parking Lot F) 
 

 

 

Learn More About Colonial Park:  
www.somersetcountyparks.org/colonial-park 

Dr. John Vermeule House 

Address: 
223 Rock Avenue 
Green Brook, NJ 08821 

Time Period:   
1790s 

Type of Site:   
Colonial Home 

Operated and Owned by:  
Green Brook Township 

General Information: 

Construction on this Georgian Colonial-style farmhouse 
began in 1799 by Dr. John Vermeule, the first physician in 
what would become Green Brook. It is situated on a 2.2 
acre tract, and it is all that remains of the original 116-acre 
plantation tract. Dr. John Vermeule practiced medicine 
and operated a farm on the property until his death in 1813. 
After his son sold the property in 1824, numerous owners 
have occupied the house, including a Jewish dairy farmer, 
Quakers and the Mundy family. They operated the Grotto 
Farm Dairy into the mid-1960’s and sold the house and 
property to Green Brook Township in 2008. The house was 
relatively untouched over its 220-year history and offers a 
rare glimpse into early-mid 19th century architecture. 

Highlights:  
 

Special events and tours by appointment 
 

 

 

Learn More About the Dr. John Vermeule House  
www.gbhsnj.org 
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Historic Brook Theater 
General Information: 

The Brook Theater is the only existing vaudeville theater 
remaining in Somerset County, and one of eight 
remaining in New Jersey. Built by developer Alexander 
Morecraft and designed by W.H. Lehman and Vincent 
Marilette, it was considered an architectural masterpiece. 
The theater opened in 1927 and presented a wide variety 
of live stage acts and talking picture shows. Two years later 
it was leased by the Metropolitan Fox Movie Corporation 
and became a first-run movie house. In 2001 the Somerset 
County Cultural Arts Center, Inc. purchased the theater as 
a cultural, educational, and entertainment venue and arts 
incubator.  

Highlights:  
 

Theater, concerts, orchestra, comedians, silent films 
(accompanied by a Wurlitzer organ), movies, dance and 
summer theater camps 

Learn More About the Historic Brook Theater:  
www.brookarts.org  

Address: 
10 Hamilton Street 
Bound Brook, NJ 08805 

Time Period:   
1920s 

Type of Site:   
Vaudeville Theater 

Operated and Owned by:  
Somerset County Cultural Arts 
Center, Inc. 

General John  
Frelinghuysen House 
General Information: 

The General John Frelinghuysen House is a fine example of 
Georgian residential architecture with extensive Federal 
and Greek Revival modifications. Built in the early 1700s, it 
was the home of the Frelinghuysen family from 1800 to 
1922. Congressman Peter Frelinghuysen regained 
possession of the house in 1970 and donated it to the 
Borough of Raritan for use as the Raritan Public Library. 
The house retains some original finishes and woodwork, as 
well as an early brick smokehouse in the attic.  

Highlights:  
 

Local history programs  
Community events and children’s programs 

Address: 
54 E. Somerset Street 
Raritan, NJ 08869 

Time Period:   
Early 1700s 

Type of Site:   
Colonial Home 

Operated and Owned by:  
Borough of Raritan Learn More About the Gen. John Frelinghuysen House:  

raritanlibrary.org 
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Rockingham 

Address: 
84 Laurel Avenue 
Kingston, NJ 08528 

Time Period:   
c. 1710s to 1830s 

Type of Site:   
Historic Home 

Operated and Owned by:  
New Jersey State Park Service  

General Information: 

This house, built between c. 1710 and the early 19th 
century, served as General George Washington’s final 
headquarters of the Revolutionary War. His stay lasted 
almost three months in 1783, while the Confederation 
Congress met in Princeton to facilitate the end of the war. 
Washington wrote his “Farewell Orders to the Army” at 
this site. After the war, Rockingham returned to being a 
private residence. In 1896, efforts to preserve the site 
began, including restoration and relocation. In 2001, the 
house was moved to its current location and officially  
re-opened to the public in 2004. 

Highlights:  
 

Reenactments 
Colonial music, cooking, and craft demonstrations  
Tours 
Special events and children’s programs 

Learn More About the Rockingham:  
www.rockingham.net 

Kennedy-Martin-Stelle 
Farmstead 

Address: 
450 King George Road 
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 

Time Period:   
1750s 

Type of Site:   
Colonial Home 

Operated by:  
Friends of the Kennedy-Martin-
Stelle Farmstead 

Owned by: 
Bernards Township 

General Information: 

The Kennedy−Martin−Stelle Farmstead dates back to the 
Revolutionary War. The four-acre site includes a 
farmhouse, wagon house, cow shed and English barn 
which are significant as early examples of English and 
modified Dutch framing techniques. The site is also 
important for its associations with the Reverend Samuel 
Kennedy, a distinguished local minister and educator, 
Colonel Ephraim Martin, a Revolutionary War hero and 
New Jersey Legislator, the politically prominent Stelle 
family, and Gerald Pearson, the Bell Labs physicist who 
created the first successful solar cell.  

Highlights:  
 

Art lessons, art shows, concerts, theater, community 
events, and studio space  

Learn More About the Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead:  
farmsteadarts.org 
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Somerville Exempt  
Fire Museum 

Address: 
15 North Doughty Avenue 
Somerville, NJ 08876 

Time Period:   
1880s 

Type of Site:   
Historic Firehouse 

Operated and Owned by:  
Borough of Somerville,  
Somerville Fire Department  
Exempt Association 

General Information: 

The Somerville Exempt Fire Museum is located in a 
restored firehouse built in 1888. The original structure was 
built by West End Hose Company #3 in the late 19th 
century. The building initially housed a hand-pulled hose 
reel, a horse-drawn hose wagon, and in 1916, the first 
motorized fire pumper in town. The last alarm response 
from this building was made by a 1942 Mack pumper in 
July of 1969. In 1970, West End Hose Co. relocated to larger 
quarters on High Street.  

Highlights:  
 

Parades featuring historic Mack pumper 
Site Tours 
Special events 

 

Learn More About the Somerville Exempt Fire Museum:  
https://somervillefd.org/fire-museum-history/  

General Information: 

The Somerset County Courthouse  was constructed in 1909 
and continues to serve as an active courthouse today. It 
serves as an example of Beaux-Arts classicalism, 
specifically the later phase of that style. The Courthouse 
Green also includes two additional structures of note: The 
Lord Memorial Fountain, built in 1910 and designed by 
John Russel Pope; and the First Reformed Dutch Church, a 
cruciform building constructed in 1897 which now serves 
as the Jury Waiting Room. The First Dutch Reformed 
Church also features four Tiffany stained glass windows, 
which were recently restored. 

Highlights:  
 

Community events 
History on the Green, a living history event held each July 
County ceremonies 

Learn More About the Somerset County Courthouse Green:  
www.somersetcountynj.gov 

Address: 
20 North Bridge Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 

Time Period:   
1890s to 1910s 

Type of Site:   
Courthouse 

Operated and Owned by:  
Somerset County 
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Stoutsburg Sourland 
African American 
Museum Complex 

Address: 
189 Hollow Road 
Skillman, NJ 08558 

Time Period:   
1890s 

Type of Site:   
Historic Church and Home 

Operated and Owned by:  
Stoutsburg Sourland African 
American Museum  

General Information: 

The Stoutsburg Sourland African American Museum 
(SSAAM) tells the African American story in New Jersey 
from the trans-Atlantic Slave Trade to the present day. The 
museum is located at the Mt. Zion African Methodist 
Episcopal (AME) Church and historic True Farmstead. Mt. 
Zion AME was built in 1899 and was active until 2005. The 
True Farmstead is a five-acre property purchased by Union 
Army veteran William Reasoner in the mid-19th century. 
The working farm remained in family hands until 1994.  

Highlights:  
 

Special events, including an annual Juneteenth Celebration 
Reenactments 
School group tours 

Learn More About the SSAAM:  
www.ssaam.org  

General Information: 

The South Branch School House was built in 1873 in the 
rural Italianate style of the period. Architecturally, the 
building is a good example of post-Civil War era one room  
schoolhouses and retains much of its original appearance. 
Children in grades one through eight from the 
surrounding areas of Branchburg and Hillsborough 
Townships were educated here. This was the last one-room 
schoolhouse in use in Somerset County, operating until 
1965 when it served as a sixth grade classroom. 

Highlights:  
 

Special events 
Township meetings 
Community gatherings 

Address: 
2020 South Branch Road 
Branchburg, NJ 08876 

Time Period:   
1870s 

Type of Site:   
One Room Schoolhouse 

Operated and Owned by:  
Branchburg Township 
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Olcott School 

Address: 
25 Olcott Avenue 
Bernardsville, NJ 07924 

Time Period:   
1900s 

Type of Site:   
Historic School 

Operated and Owned by:  
Somerset Hills Board of Education  

General Information: 

Built in 1905, the Olcott School significantly contributes to 
the Olcott Avenue Historic District. Designed in a Tudor 
Revival style, which was uncommon for the time, the 
building was constructed with many imported materials, 
including Waterloo granite and red clay roof tiles. The 
school is named in honor of Frederic Olcott,  a wealthy 
investor who had a summer home in a section of 
Bernardsville once know as the Mountain Colony. Seeing 
the need for a school, Frederic purchase 26 acers of land 
and commissioned the construction of the building. Once 
completed, both the school and the land were donated to 
the Bernards Township Board of Education. It served as a 
public school and the first local high school until 1985, 
when it was converted into administrative offices.  
 

Highlights:  
 

Located within the Olcott Avenue Historic District  

Learn More About the Olcott School:  
www.shsd.org 

General Information: 

Constructed between 1828 and 1836, the Old Millstone 
Forge Blacksmith Shop has been open as a working 
museum since 1966. This two-story brick and timber 
building houses an unusual display of traditional 
metalworking and blacksmithing equipment, 
demonstrated by docent-smiths. Displays focus on the 
transition from traditional blacksmithing to modern 
machining, with tools from the earliest days of the colonies 
through the 1920s, many hand-made. Especially 
interesting are the Dutch anvil and spike dating to the 
1600s and the hand-operated mechanical equipment from 
early 19th and early 20th centuries.  

Highlights:  
 

Skilled blacksmiths working in the traditional manner  
Tours and lessons 
Original tools and implements  

Learn More About the Old Millstone Forge:  
www.oldmillstoneforge.org 

Address: 
9 North River Street 
Millstone, NJ 08844 

Time Period:   
1820s/1830s 

Type of Site:   
Blacksmith Shop 

Operated and Owned by:  
Old Millstone Forge Association, 
Inc.  
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Van Veghten House 

Address: 
9 Van Veghten Drive  
Bridgewater, NJ 07924 

Time Period:   
1690s 

Type of Site:   
Historic Home 

Operated and Owned by:  
Somerset County Historical 
Society 

General Information: 

The Van Veghten House still stands on its original site on 
the north bank of the Raritan River. The present structure 
evolved from the first house built by Michael Van Veghten 
c. 1695. There are five centuries of stories associated with 
the land he owned and the nearby bridge he built over the 
Raritan River. During the Revolution, the house served as 
headquarters for Quartermaster Nathanael Greene during 
the second Middlebrook Encampment 1778-1779. Units of 
the Continental Army’s Pennsylvania Brigade under “Mad” 
Anthony Wayne encamped on Van Veghten land. Later, 
French General Rochambeau and his troops passed the 
house on the way to Yorktown.  

Highlights:  
 

Reenactments & Special events 
Scenic Views of the Raritan River 

Learn More About the Van Veghten House:  
www.somersethistorynj.org  

General Information: 

Originally built in the mid-18th century, the Philip Van 
Horne House was extensively remodeled in the 19th and 
20th centuries. During the American Revolution, the site 
was known as “Phil’s Hill” or “Convivial Hill” after Philip Van 
Horne, a Bridgewater merchant well known for his 
hospitality to both sides of the conflict. During the Battle of 
Bound Brook, British troops captured three American 
cannons on the front lawn. The house was used as a 
headquarters at various times by Generals Lincoln, Stirling, 
Lee, and Cornwallis.  

Highlights:  
 

Five Generals Bus Tour 
Reenactments & living history 
Speaker programs 
Scouting Group Badge Program 

Learn More About the Philip Van Horne House:  
www.heritagetrail.org  

Address: 
941 East Main Street 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

Time Period:   
1740s 

Type of Site:   
Historic Home 

Operated by:  
Heritage Trail Association  

Owned by: 
Somerset County 
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General Information: 

George Washington made John Wallace’s house his winter 
headquarters during the American Revolution’s 1778-1779 
Middlebrook Cantonment. Martha Washington and 
Alexander Hamilton stayed here. Originally just a one-and-
a-half story  house, a larger two story section was added in 
1778. The main portions of the house are of frame and 
clapboard construction. 
 

Three congregations of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
New Jersey’s Raritan Valley built the Old Dutch Parsonage 
in 1751 to house their shared minister. The parsonage was 
built in a Flemish bend brick pattern and retains much of 
it’s original woodwork.  

Highlights:  
 

Colonial Colleges Yule Log in December 
Reading of the NJ Declaration of Independence in July 

Learn More About the Wallace House & Old Dutch Parsonage:  
www.njparksandforests.org  
www.wallacehouseassociation.org 

Address: 
71 Somerset Street 
Somerville, NJ 08876 

Time Period:   
1750s 

Type of Site:   
Historic Home and Parsonage 

Operated and Owned by:  
New Jersey State Park Service 
with Wallace House and Old 
Dutch Parsonage Association 


