Minutes of March 24, 2025
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the March 24, 2025, of the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board
(SCADB) Meeting began at 8:28 A.M. This meeting was held in person in the Commissioner's Meeting Room at
the Somerset County Administration Building in Somerville, N.J.

Open Public Meetings Statement

Chairperson, Mark Kirby, reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act as follows:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate notice of this meeting has
been provided. The date and time information for this meeting was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier
News. The agenda for this meeting was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board'’s
website.

Roll Call
Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum.

Members in Attendance:

Mark W. Kirby, Chair

Debbie Norz, Vice Chair

Laura DePrado, Secretary/Treasurer
Jimmy Abma

John Lima

Joanne Powell

Robert Schultz

Kate Brown, Agriculture Extension Agent

Members Not in Attendance:
Matt D’Alessandro, Soil Conservation District
Paul Drake, Liaison Somerset County Commissioner

Somerset County Staff:

Mathew D. Loper, Director- Department of Engineering and Planning

Kate Katzer, Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager

Sarah Fitzpatrick, Esq., Deputy County Counsel

Sheli Daniels, Office Manager —Department of Engineering and Planning

Imani Carrillo, Administrative Assistant- Department of Engineering and Planning




Public Members Present:

David Zaback, State Agriculture Development Board
Rich Dodds, New Jersey Conservation Foundation
Nancy Kirby- County Farmer

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The minutes from the March 24, 2025 meeting were approved. The motion was made by Joanne Powell and
seconded by Jimmy Abma. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS:
There were no comments from members of the public.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

1. SADC Meeting —Update

David Zaback shared that the Statewide Formula Value has been published in the Register. The SADC has
approved the reinstatement of up to 50% ancillary costs associated with the purchase of development rights,
other than staff time, to county PIG partners. David mentioned more information about the “Next Gen” Farmer
Program, they will be presenting their findings at the March 27t SADC meeting.

2. County /State Boards of Agriculture — Update

Joanne Powell updated the Board that on March 3, 2025, there was a Barn Fire Safety Training, and it was well
attended. It was open to the public and farmers in the community. Joanne went on to say that Debbie Norz wants
to hold a legislative breakfast meeting in June. Debbie Norz spoke on the State Board of Agriculture stating that
there is still a State Landscaper position open.

3. Staff Comments

Kate Katzer shared that the letterhead has been updated with the new Board roles. She reminded the Board that
the County’s celebration of National Ag Day is March 21, 2025 and the County has partnered with MacAfee Road
School to bring agriculture to the children of the school. 180 students in 31, 4t and 5t grades will be participating.
The Farmer Resource Fair will be happening on April 11t at the 4h Center in Bridgewater — the flyer was shared
again. Additionally, Influencing Agriculture will be occurring on September 12t at Duke Farms — please save the
date!

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager,
Kate Katzer:




1. Naturally Nurturing DOE Violation- Hillsborough
Kate Katzer shared that she spoke with SADC about the next steps. This will be discussed further during closed
session.

2. Carnival Permit Update- Hillsborough

David Kois Hillsborough Planning Director met with staff to give guidance regarding Right- to-Farm and about
agritourism events. Moving forward Kate Katzer will hold a Right-to-Farm training with Hillsborough township and
all other municipalities within the County over the summer.

3. Suydam Farms Severable Exception Area

Ryck Suydam of Suydam Farms wants to sever one of his severable exception areas on his farm. Franklin
Township requested that Suydam receives a letter of approval from the County to proceed with the process.
This will be discussed further during closed session.

4. National Ag Day 2025

Staff partnered with MacAfee Elementary School in Franklin Township for an in-person event on March the 21st
and it was a huge success. Matt and Erica Puskas had brought in a baby calf, and it was held inside due to
inclement weather. Samantha Wiley, who is the State Dairy Princess Alternate, was in attendance, she spoke
about Dairy on the Go, Commissioner Marano noted that Sam was very knowledgeable and well- spoken.
Commissioner Marano had given the school insight into the Proclamation regarding how the school is a part of
Ag Day. 180 students attended there was a mixture of third, fourth, and fifth graders. MacAfee Elementary has
invited staff to an Earth Day celebration on April 10t. Staff will be providing the school with an interactive activity,
this activity will further explain how the environment impacts the world around them and how our daily lives impact
on our environment. This activity will educate students on Land Use Planning. The Story Map on Ag Day is
available and has been posted to the County website - it showcases and highlights what farmers do “After the
Harvest.

5. Farmer Resource Fair- April 11th

Farmer Resource Fair will be held on Friday, April 11t from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm at the 4H Center. This event is
being held for new and established farmers- Information regarding grant opportunities, technical support, and
other available resources will be lined up in booths so farmers can gather more information or questions they
may have. In addition, Next Gen will release their findings during this time. During the Farmer Resource fair there
will be a seminar regarding Right to Farm. There will be a pesticide core credit that Kate Brown will be running.
Breakfast and lunch will be provided for those who attend.

6. Closed Session
At 9:00 a.m. a motion to go into closed session was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Joanne Powell.
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.




7. Results and Actions from Closed Session
At 10:15 a.m. a motion to come out of closed session was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Debbie
Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

A motion was made to approve Suydam Farms Severable Exception Area Letter. The motion was made by Laura
DePrado and seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

8. Adjournment
At 10:23 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Jimmy Abma and seconded by Laura DePrado. A voice vote

was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by,

L awa Defrats

Laura DePrado
SCADB Secretary

The Next SCADB meeting will be held on Monday April 28, 2025, at 8:15 am.



