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LOCATION: TOWNSHIP OF FRANKLIN SPONSOR: SOMERSET COUNTY

Hamilton Street (CR 514) from
Vanderbilt Avenue to Middlesex County Line

Public Information Center - Meeting Summary

On Wednesday March 12", 2025, a Public Information Center (PIC) was held for the above referenced project to
present the proposed Safety Improvements and gather feedback from the community. The meeting was conducted
in a workshop format, with display boards and project plan sheets along with a presentation. The event provided an
opportunity for residents, stakeholders, and other interested parties to review project details, ask questions, and
share their insights. The PIC Meeting Notice is attached to this summary.

This summary highlights the key themes and concerns raised during the public consultation.

Comments received during the Public Information Center and Responses

e All attendees were in overall support of the project.
e Concern about the proposed road diet west of the Hamilton Street/Franklin Blvd intersection and its

impact on queue length for eastbound (EB) through traffic, especially during school rush hours
(arrival/dismissal time), which may lead to congestion at this intersection.

o New vehicular and pedestrian counts will be obtained during final design. Based on the updated
data, the traffic signal operation will be optimized to minimize the impact of queue and delays at
this approach to the intersection. The current inner lane that transitions to a mandatory left-
turn lane configuration at the intersection is unsafe. This often leads to vehicles being trapped in
the left lane, which encourages aggressive driving and abrupt maneuvers.

e Aresident requested that an additional parking space in the eastbound direction, just prior to Home Street,
be removed to further improve sight distance.

o The removal of additional parking spaces in the proximity of Home Street to further improve sight
distance appears to be feasible and will be implemented as part of the proposed improvements.

e A resident asked if a traffic signal or Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) was being considered for
the Home Street Intersection. Additionally, for WB traffic approaching from New Brunswick, there is a
blind spot.

o Additional safety countermeasures at the intersection of Home Street will be further evaluated
during final design. Updated vehicular and pedestrian counts will be obtained at Home Street to
determine the most appropriate countermeasure. The installation of an RRFB or overhead flashing
beacon and additional advanced warning signage will be explored.

e Aresident asked if anything can be done in the interim to improve safety along this corridor.

o The County is following the federal process to find and implement the best solution.

e Residents asked if the presentation slides will be available on the County website.

o Presentation slides are available on the County website.
https://www.somersetcountynj.gov/government/public-works/engineering/projects-under-
design/hamilton-street-cr-514-safety-improvements-franklin-township

e Aresident requested that speed humps or raised crosswalks be considered to reduce speeds.
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o This type of treatment is not feasible for this roadway. The traffic volumes along Hamilton Street
are higher than the maximum allowable daily traffic (3,000 vpd) for either speed humps or raised
crosswalks.

Concerns about the three signalized intersections within the corridor (Matilda, Baier, and Highland)
having only one lane in both EB and WB directions and the lack of left-turn phasing. The community
member shared an example of being stuck at the Highland intersection for more than one cycle while
trying to make a left turn due to opposing traffic.

o Updated traffic counts at all signalized intersections will be obtained during final design to
further evaluate the implementation of dedicated left turn lanes or protected/lead signal phasing
to ensure safety and efficiency for all users.

A resident asked if a RRFB or signal were being considered at Hawthorne Drive.

o Updated vehicular and pedestrian counts will be obtained at Hawthorne Drive during final design.
Based on the updated data, additional safety countermeasures at Hawthorne Drive will be further
evaluated. It appears that a RRFB would be most appropriate at this location.

A resident asked if corridor wide lighting was being considered or just lighting at the signalized
intersections.

o Corridor wide lighting will be included as part of this project.

A resident requested that the newly planted trees along the corridor should remain.

o The current proposed improvements do not call out for any existing trees to be removed, if it is
determined that any trees do need to be removed, new trees will be planted.

A councilman asked if the speed limit could be reduced from 25 MPH to 20 MPH East of Franklin Blvd.

o At this time, there are no plans to implement a speed limit reduction east of Franklin Blvd.

A councilman requested that time restricted parking and loading zones be considered.

» The Township controls parking ordinances, based on the upcoming Township Parking Study, this
project can incorporate Township recommendations. Parking signs will be reviewed/adjusted
during final design.

A councilman instructed that “Hawthorne Park” be removed from the presentation slide as it is not actually
a park.

o Revision has been made to the Presentation.

A councilman asked if a 3D simulation can be performed to show the effects of the proposed
improvements.

o A 3D simulation is not included in the scope of this project. However, a recent example of similar
improvements can be seen on Main Street in Manville.

Write-in comments received during/after the Public Information Center and Responses

Home Street needs a flashing beacon as many children and families cross at this location. Cars traveling
westbound from New Brunswick have a blind spot approaching Home Street.
» See above response regarding proposed improvements at Home Street.
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Will the presentation slides will be available on the County website.
» Presentation slides are available on the County website, see above for link to website.
A resident provided the following comments/suggestions,
o While the speed limit immediately west of Franklin Blvd. is 35 mph, as noted, it quickly changes to

45 mph between Francis St and Frederick St. Conversely it doesn’t drop to 35 mph from 45 mph
eastbound until just before Berry Street.

» The speed limit is 45 MPH from DeMott Lane to Francis Street, 35 MPH from Francis Street
to Franklin Blvd, and 25 MPH from Franklin Blvd to the County Line, as established by
Township ordinance. Existing speed limit signage correctly reflects these transitions at
Francis Street in both the eastbound and westbound directions.

On presentation slide 6, the labels for Hillcrest Elementary School and Franklin Middle School are
switched.

» Revision has been made to the Presentation.

In the Project Description on the County website, it notes that “Residential units primarily consist
of detached single-family homes.” While that is still true of Hamilton west of Franklin Blvd., | would
submit that the area east of Franklin Blvd. has been changing to multi-story, multi-unit mixed use
buildings. It would seem the changes will bring more vehicular and pedestrian traffic to the area
putting greater burdens on the intersections and crosswalks.

» Wording on the County website has been updated. This project will continue to consider the
potential increase in both vehicular and pedestrian traffic resulting from the surrounding
redevelopments. That information will be an important factor in shaping the final design,
particularly regarding intersections and crosswalks to ensure safety and efficiency for all
users.

Recommend extending the project area west to Girard Avenue instead of Vanderbilt due to its key
role in providing access to the Middle School, MacAfee Elementary, and large residential areas.
High speeds and limited sight distance in this stretch increase the risk of rear-end and T-bone
collisions, especially during school hours. Also suggest considering a road diet (two lanes with
center turn lane and shoulders/bike lanes) from Berry to near Veronica to improve safety and
access for residents.

> Itis not feasible to extend the project limits. However, the suggested
segments/improvements will be considered for future projects.

Support the proposal to consolidate or eliminate driveways on Hamilton Street where feasible.
Properties like the Nora Shopping Center and the plaza with Tropical Supermarket have more
driveways than necessary, contributing to conflict points. Side street access, as seen with
properties like the former Rite-Aid at Matilda, could reduce the need for direct Hamilton access if
regulations permit.

» As part of the project, driveway access will be further reviewed, and opportunities for
consolidation, particularly for properties with multiple access points or viable side street
access, will be considered in coordination with property owners and in accordance with
applicable regulations.
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o The intersections east of Franklin Blvd. (Matilda, Baier, and Highland) lack dedicated left-turn

lanes, which, combined with limited space for improvements, creates challenges for both through
traffic and left turns. Heavy oncoming traffic often prevents left turns during a full green cycle,
causing backups. | recommend implementing a delayed green light to allow left turns onto
Highland and Baier before westbound traffic moves. Matilda, which links Franklin Blvd. to Rt. 27,
experiences similar issues, particularly for traffic crossing Hamilton, as one left-turning vehicle can
block the entire lane. This is more significant on Matilda due to its higher traffic volume.
> See above responses regarding left turn lanes and signal phasing the traffic signals along
Hamilton Street.
Another street that seems to carry a lot of traffic to and from Rt. 27/Somerset Street is Douglas
Ave. | think some consideration should be given to adding a delayed green traffic light to the
Hamilton/Douglas intersection.
o Vehicular and pedestrian counts will be obtained during final design and the need for
additional improvements will be evaluated. Appropriate traffic control measures will be
implemented to ensure safety and efficiency for all users.
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Public Information Center Notice

New Meeting Date: Wednesday, March 12, 2025

Somerset County, in cooperation with the Township of Franklin, the North Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority, the New Jersey Department of Transportation, and the Federal Highway Administration, will
be hosting a Public Information Center to inform local residents, officials, businesses and the general
public of the status of the Safety Improvements to Hamilton Street (CR 514) from Vanderbilt Avenue to
Middlesex County Line project in Franklin Township. The purpose of this project is to implement corridor-
wide improvements to improve safety for all roadway users along Hamilton Street (CR 514) from
Vanderbilt Avenue to the Middlesex County Line in Franklin Township. This project will include the
reconstruction of traffic signal equipment, curb, sidewalk, pavement, and curb extensions in the vicinity
of the project limits. The project is currently in the design phase and will be funded for construction with
FHWA's Highway Safety Improvement Program Funds.

The purpose of this meeting is to inform the public of the project’s purpose and need, proposed design,
progress to date and the federal process/requirements for construction. This meeting will be held in-
person on Wednesday, March 12, 2025 from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. A presentation will be made at 6:30 PM.
Members of the public will be able to speak with the County’s engineers and consultant representatives
to ask questions and provide comments. This meeting is being conducted in conformance with Federal
and State regulations and is open to all members of the public.

Meeting Details

Date: Wednesday, March 12, 2025

Time: Open House - 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM
Presentation - 6:30 PM

Format: In-person, with an open house and a slide presentation

Place: Franklin Township Municipal Building
475 DeMott Lane
Somerset, NJ 08873

For more detailed project information, please visit the project website at:
https://www.somersetcountynj.gov/government/public-works/engineering/projects-under-
design/hamilton-street-cr-514-safety-improvements-franklin-township

Contact: Abeer Al-Shammari, Ph.D., PE | Phone: 908-231-7175 | Email: aalshammari@co.somerset.nj.us
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