
Minutes of February 24, 2025 
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the February 24, 2025, of the Somerset County Agriculture Development 
Board (SCADB) Meeting began at 8:28 A.M. This meeting was held in person in the Commissioner’s Meeting 
Room at the Somerset County Administration Building in Somerville, N.J. 

Open Public Meetings Statement 

Chairperson, Mark Kirby, reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the Open Public 
Meetings Act as follows: 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate notice of this meeting has 
been provided. The date and time information for this meeting was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier 
News. The agenda for this meeting was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board’s 
website.    

Roll Call  

Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum. 

Members in Attendance: 
Mark W. Kirby, Chair 
Debbie Norz, Vice Chair 
Laura DePrado, Secretary/Treasurer 
Jimmy Abma 
John Lima  
Joanne Powell   
Robert Schultz   
Kate Brown, Agriculture Extension Agent  
Paul Drake, Liaison Somerset County Commissioner 
 
 
Members No t in Attendance:     . 
Matt D’Alessandro, Soil Conservation District   
   
        
Somerset County Staff:                                                
Mathew D. Loper, Director- Department of Engineering and Planning 
Kate Katzer, Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager  
Sarah Fitzpatrick, Esq., Deputy County Counsel 
Sheli Daniels, Office Manager –Department of Engineering and Planning 



Public Members Present:                                                
David Zaback, State Agriculture Development Board 
Rich Wolven, County Farmer 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
The minutes from the January 27, 2025, meeting were approved. The motion was made by Laura DePrado and 
seconded by Jimmy Abma. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS: 
There were no comments from public members.  
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
 
1. SADC Meeting –Update 
David Zaback shared that the new Executive Director was announced as Chuck Roohr – staff at the SADC is 
thrilled to have him as their leadership and are confident he will do a great job in the role.  
 
2. County /State Boards of Agriculture – Update 
Debbie Norz updated the Board that on March 3, 2025, there will be a Barn Fire Safety Training at the Somerset 
County Emergency Services Training Center sponsored by the Somerset County Board of Agriculture. It is open 
for the public and farmers in the community. A flyer has been shared with the information necessary for sign-up. 
Joanne Powell shared that Secretary of Agriculture Wengryn was in attendance at the last Board of Agriculture 
Meeting where Sam Conard was given a Lifetime Membership Award for his years of dedication. 
 
3. Staff Comments 
Kate Katzer shared that the letterhead has been updated with the new Board roles. She reminded the Board that 
the County’s celebration of National Ag Day is March 21, 2025 and the County has partnered with MacAfee Road 
School to bring agriculture to the children of the school. 180 students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades will be participating. 
The Farmer Resource Fair will be happening on April 11th at the 4h Center in Bridgewater – the flyer was shared 
again. Additionally, Influencing Agriculture will be occurring on September 12th at Duke Farms – please save the 
date! 
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager, 
Kate Katzer: 
 
1. Shane Doyle Farms, LLC SSAMP Resolution - Bedminster 
Kate Katzer read the resolution capturing the Site-Specific Agricultural Management Plan discussed and agreed 
upon during the January 27, 2025 meeting on the SCADB. A motion was made to pass the resolution for the 
SSAMP as read by Laura DePrado and seconded by Joanne Powell. A voice vote was taken, and the motion 
passed unanimously. 



 
 
 
2. Naturally Nurturing DOE Violation – Hillsborough   
Kate Katzer shared that a site visit occurred on the Naturally Nurturing Farm with the SADC. This will be discussed 
further during closed session. 
 
3. Abma’s Farm Commercial Farm Certification - Hillsborough 
Kate Katzer shared that Abma’s Farm submitted documentation to be classified as a Commercial Farm. Staff 
shared that the farm has met the criteria of a Commercial Farm. The Right to Farm Committee reviewed the 
submitted documentation and recommends that the Board move forward with certifying the farm as a Commercial 
Operation. This will be discussed further during closed session. 
 
4. Abma’s Farm SSAMP Request - Hillsborough 
Kate Katzer shared that Abma’s Farm had submitted an SSAMP to cover the activities occurring on their farm 
throughout the year. The Right to Farm Committee discussed the application and found that the events occurring 
on site are agricultural in nature and that the operation meets the criteria to move forward. This will be discussed 
further during closed session. 
 
5. Abma’s Farm Parking Expansion - Hillsborough 
Kate Katzer shared that Abma’s Farm had submitted a request to expand their parking area for their market. The 
Right to Farm Committee reviewed the plan to gravel the parking area and remove the topsoil to be utilized in 
their greenhouse. This will be discussed further during closed session. 
 
6. Closed Session 
At 8:59a.m. a motion to go into closed session was made by Bob Schultz and seconded by Joanne Powell. A roll 
call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
7. Results and Actions from Closed Session 
At 10:15 a.m. a motion to come out of closed session was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Jimmy Abma. 
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
A motion was made to send out a violation letter for the violations against the deed of easement for Naturally 
Nurturing. The motion was made by Jimmy Abma and seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll call vote was made, and 
the motion was passed. 
 
 
 
 
 



Jimma Abma left the room during closed session for the following items associated with his operation in 
Hillsborough Township. He was not a part of the discussion, decisions, or voting. 
 
A motion to certify Abma’s Farm as a commercial operation was made by Joanne Powell and seconded by Laura 
DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. Debbie Norz recused herself from this discussion 
and voting due to a business relationship with Abma’s Farm. Jimmy Abma recused himself as the owner and 
operator of Abma’s Farm. 
 
A motion was made to move forward with the SSAMP process by Joanne Powell and seconded by John Lima. A 
roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. Debbie Norz recused herself from this discussion and voting 
due to a business relationship with Abma’s Farm. Jimmy Abma recused himself as the owner and operator of 
Abma’s Farm. 
 
A motion was made to approve the gravel and topsoil use in the greenhouse by Laura DePrado and seconded 
by John Lima. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. Debbie Norz recused herself from this 
discussion and voting due to a business relationship with Abma’s Farm. Jimmy Abma recused himself as the 
owner and operator of Abma’s Farm. 
 
8. Adjournment 
At 10:20 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Debbie Norz and seconded by John Lima. A voice vote was 
taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
_____________________________ 
Laura DePrado 
SCADB Secretary 
 
 
The Next SCADB meeting will be held on Monday March 24, 2025, at 8:15 am. 


