Minutes of January 27, 2025
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the January 27, 2025, of the Somerset County Agriculture Development
Board (SCADB) Meeting began at 8:18 A.M. This meeting was held in person in the Commissioner’s Meeting
Room at the Somerset County Administration Building in Somerville, N.J.

Open Public Meetings Statement

Chairperson, Mark Kirby, reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with the Open Public
Meetings Act as follows:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate notice of this meeting has
been provided. The date and time information for this meeting was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier
News. The agenda for this meeting was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board'’s
website.

Roll Call
Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum.

Members in Attendance:

Mark W. Kirby, Chair

Debbie Norz, Vice Chair

Laura DePrado, Secretary/Treasurer
Jimmy Abma

John Lima

Joanne Powell

Robert Schultz

Kate Brown, Agriculture Extension Agent

Members Not in Attendance:
Paul Drake, Liaison Somerset County Commissioner
Matt D’Alessandro, Soil Conservation District

Somerset County Staff:

Mathew D. Loper, Director- Department of Engineering and Planning
Kate Katzer, Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager
Sarah Fitzpatrick, Esq., Deputy County Counsel

Sheli Daniels, Office Manager —Department of Engineering and Planning




Public Members Present:

Elise Cavicchi, New Jersey Conservation Foundation
David Zaback, State Agriculture Development Board
Shane Doyle, Shane Doyle Farms, LLC

Linda Peterson, Engineer for Shane Doyle Farms, LLC

REORGANIZATION OF THE SCADB AND SWEARING IN OF BOARD MEMBERS
Jimmy Abma, John Lima and Joanne Powell were sworn into office as Board members under oath by County
Council, Sarah Fitzpatrick.

A motion was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Laura DePrado for to elect Mark Kirby as Chairperson. A
roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed. A motion was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Joanne
Powell to elect Debbie Norz as Vice Chairperson. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed. A motion
was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Robert Schultz to elect Laura DePrado as secretary. A roll call vote
was taken, and the motion passed. All nominated officers accepted the nominations.

Approval of Minutes:
The minutes from the December 16, 2024, meeting were approved. The motion was made by Laura DePrado
and seconded by Debbe Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS:

Shane Doyle Farms, LLC SSAMP Hearing — Bedminster Twp.

Shane Doyle, owner of Shane Doyle Farms, LLC, accompanied by his engineer — Linda Peterson, shared with
the Board their request for a Site-Specific Agricultural Management Plan (SSAMP) for his operation in Bedminster
Township. The properties being farmed in Bedminster are a part of his larger farm management unit in
Hillsborough. There had been a neighbor complain filed with Bedminster Township when Mr. Doyle began the
process of cleaning up the hedgerows along the hay fields. The Township requested the aid of the SCADB to
ensure what was occurring on site was an allowed agricultural process. A site visit was conducted with
Bedminster Township’s zoning officers, the Right to Farm Committee, Mr. Doyle, and engineer — Linda Peterson.
Mr. Doyle walked officials through the clean-up work occurring onsite and the plan to conduct a controlled brush
burn to get rid of the materials cleared during the hedgerow work. The SSAMP documents continued hedgerow
maintenance, farming practices occurring on site, and ongoing clean-up of the fields and brush burning.

There were no comments from additional public members.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

1. SADC Meeting —Update

David Zaback shared that the formula value was discussed during the meeting and that a special meeting was
held to move forward with the process of submitting the formula to the register for public comment and adoption.
He shared that the process of finding a new Executive Director was wrapping up.




2. County /State Boards of Agriculture — Update

Debbie Norz updated the Board that the New Jersey Veggie Growers Convention would be occurring on February
3rd — 6t down in Atlantic City where the newly selected State Board of Agriculture members would be formally
voted on by the County delegates. Additionally, the County Boards of Agriculture had submitted resolutions that
will be reviewed and voted on during the convention. On March 3, 2025, there will be a Barn Fire Safety Training
at the Somerset County Emergency Services Training Center sponsored by the Somerset County Board of
Agriculture. It is open for the public and farmers in the community. A flyer has been shared with the information
necessary for sign-up.

3. Staff Comments

Kate Katzer shared that the Board’s binders have been updated with this year’s information: committee lists,
committee meeting dates, monthly SCADB meeting dates, updated projects list, and more. The binder’s have
been updated with everyone’s names, as well as the name plates. Ms. Katzer shared that the letterhead will be
updated with the new Board roles. She shared she would be attending the Veggie Grower’s Convention and was
looking forward to hearing the resolutions to be able to tailor the program’s education and outreach efforts over
the next year.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager,
Kate Katzer:

1. Naturally Nurturing DOE Violation — Hillsborough
Kate Katzer shared that a neighbor of the Naturally Nurturing Farm had brought a possible violation to staff’s
attention. This will be discussed further during closed session.

2. Farmer Resource Fair — April 11, 2025

Kate Katzer shared that she is working alongside Ag Extension Agent Kate Brown and SADC’s Next Gen Staff -
Brenden Pearsall to put together an event for farmers that would focus on Right to Farm training, offering a
pesticide CORE credit, and updates about the Next Gen Program. Additionally, farmers will have access to
technical support providers, grants, and more through tabling throughout the event. The purpose is to give farmers
a one-stop opportunity to receive as much support as possible. The event will take place at the Somerset County
4H Building from 8:30-2:30pm. Staff is working to have organizations sign up for tabling; and breakfast and lunch
will be provided for those attending.

3. Ag Day 2025 - March 21, 2025

Kate Katzer shared that this year’s focus will be After the Harvest, sharing the hard work farmers put in during
the months after the height of farmer’s market season and agritourism. Staff is working on a storymap, coloring
booklet, and trading cards, as well as a video with the County Commissioners at Middlebush Dairy Farm.
Additionally, staff is working to put together an in-school event in Franklin. Debbie Norz suggested that staff reach
out to the NJ Dairy Princess to invite her to the event to speak to the children about her role as well as the
importance of the dairy industry.




4. Fox Chase Farm Application - Hillsborough Township
An application for preservation was received for Fox Chase Farm. This will be discussed during closed session.

5. Closed Session
At 9:37a.m. a motion to go into closed session was made by Bob Schultz and seconded by Joanne Powell. A roll
call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

6. Results and Actions from Closed Session
At 10:45 a.m. a motion to come out of closed session was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Jimmy Abma.
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

A motion was made to move forward with the preservation of Fox Chase Farm by referring the application to the
County Commissioner for their approval. The motion was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Joanne Powell.
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

A motion was made to send out a violation letter for the violations against the deed of easement for Naturally
Nurturing and to complete a site visit to document these violations. The motion was made by Jimmy Abma and
seconded by John Lima. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

A motion was made to approve the SSAMP for Shane Doyle Farms, LLC and to put together a resolution capturing
the approvals set forth in the SSAMP. The motion was made by Joanne Powell and seconded by Robert Schultz.
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

11. Adjournment
At 10:53 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Debbie Norz and seconded by John Lima. A voice vote was
taken, and the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Laura DePrado
SCADB Secretary

The Next SCADB meeting will be held on Monday March 24, 2025, at 8:15 am.



