
Minutes of December 16, 2024 
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the December 16, 2024, of the Somerset County 
Agriculture Development Board (SCADB) Meeting began at 8:18 A.M. This meeting 
was held in person in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room at the Somerset County 
Administration Building in Somerville, N.J. 

Open Public Meetings Statement 

Chairperson, Mark Kirby, reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance 
with the Open Public Meetings Act as follows: 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate 
notice of this meeting has been provided. The date and time information for this meeting 
was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier News. The agenda for this meeting 
was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board’s website.    

Roll Call  

Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum. 

Members in Attendance: 
Mark W. Kirby, Chair 
W. Peter Staats, Vice Chair 
Laura DePrado     
Debbie Norz     
Robert Schultz   
Kate Brown, Agriculture Extension Agent  
 
Members Not in Attendance: 
Kenneth Osterman  
Sandra D. Rhue, Secretary/Treasurer                            . 
Paul Drake, Liaison Somerset County Commissioner 
Matt D’Alessandro, Soil Conservation District   
   
        



        
 
Somerset County Staff:                                                
Mathew D. Loper, Director- Department of Engineering and Planning 
Kate Katzer, Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager  
Alyssa Puccio, Esq., Deputy County Counsel 
Sheli Daniels, Office Manager –Department of Engineering and Planning 
Sophia Solewater, Farmland Preservation Intern 
 
Public Members Present:                                                
Richard Dodds, New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
Elise Cavicchi, New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
Joanne Powell, Family of W. Peter Staats 
Michael Powell, Family of W. Peter Staats 
Carol Staats, Family of W. Peter Staats 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes from the November 24, 2024, meeting were approved. The motion was 
made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Pete Staats. A roll call vote was made, and 
the motion was passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS: 
There were no public comments made. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
 
1. SADC Meeting –Update 
Kate Katzer shared that the SADC meeting occurred earlier this month due to the 
holiday. There was a presentation about the appraisal formula where they shared 
examples of various farms and how the formula could benefit the per-acre value for 
easements. The rules regarding the formula are still in development.  
 
 
 
 



2. County /State Boards of Agriculture – Update 
Debbie Norz updated the Board that Rich Gardner has assumed his seat on the State 
Board of Agriculture, filling a hay and grain industry position. Holly Sytsema will be 
taking over the livestock industry position on the Board.  
 
3. Staff Comments 
Kate Katzer shared that intern – Sophia Solewater would be giving the 2024 Monitoring 
Report during closed session. Ms. Katzer applauded Sophia’s hard work over the past 
semester and thanked her for dedication. Sophia’s internship will end in the coming 
weeks. She shared that the November meeting was officially the last meeting for Ken 
Osterman and Sandra Rhue and that she would reach out to both individuals to find 
when they would be returning from their trips to attend a meeting so that the Board may 
thank them for their service. Ms. Katzer shared that the yearly PIG submission has been 
submitted to the SADC for funding. Ms. Katzer reminded the Board that following 
today’s meeting would be the Board’s annual Holiday Breakfast.  
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture 
Development Board Manager, Kate Katzer: 
 
1. ADA Amendments – Branchburg, Bernards, Montgomery Townships   
Kate Katzer shared that amendments needed to be made to two Agriculture 
Development Areas to include four properties slated to be preserved through the County 
PIG and Municipal PIG programs. The public hearing was opened to begin the process 
of adopting the following changes to the County’s Agriculture Development Areas. 
 
Updates were made to the Neshanic Valley ADA to include the following properties: 

- Norzdale Farm (Block 78-Lot 1) in Branchburg Township 
- Brennan Property (Block 30001-Lot 9) in Montgomery Township 
- D’Angelo Property (Block 24001-Lot 26) in Montgomery Township 

 
Updates were made to the Bernards Dead River ADA to include the following property: 

- Shannon Hill Farm (Block 9401-Lot 7) in Bernards Township 
 



The amendment hearing was noticed through the Star Ledger and the Bridgewater 
Courier News. The resolution formally stating the changes to the ADAs was read. 
Chairman Kirby opened the floor to public comment. No comments were made, and the 
floor was closed to public comment. 
A motion was made to approve the changes to the Somerset County Agriculture 
Development Areas through resolution. The motion was made by Pete Staats and 
seconded by Bob Schultz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. Debbie 
Norz recused herself due to familial ties to Norzdale Farm. 
 
Copy of the resolution, public notices, and minutes (once they have formally passed) 
will be submitted to the SADC to complete the update to the ADAs. 
 
2. 2025 Meeting Materials 
The draft committee list and committee dates were shared with the Board for their 
consideration. The committee list will be finalized for the January 2025 meeting. The 
2025 meeting dates were shared with the Board so that they can be appropriately public 
noticed for 2025. A motion was made to approve the 2025 meeting dates. The motion 
was made by Pete Staats and seconded by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was made, 
and the motion was passed. 
 
3. Doyle Farm SSAMP- Bedminster Township 
An application for a Site-Specific Agricultural Management Plan was submitted by 
Shane Doyle Farms, LLC. The application was referred to the Right to Farm Committee 
for their review. This will be discussed during closed session. 
 
4. Axcel - Hillsborough Township 
Correspondence was received from the Axcel Farm owners. This will be discussed 
during closed session. 
 
5. Madden Farm – Franklin Township 
Mr. Madden responded to the letter of violation, stating the millings have been removed 
and he is requesting a site visit to close out the issue. This will be discussed during 
closed session. 
 
 



6. Mueller Farm - Hillsborough Township 
The violations on the Mueller Farm have been remediated and the case is officially 
closed. A motion was made to close out the violation case against Mr. Mueller and send 
a letter stating such. The letter should include the approval to move forward with the 
obtaining of necessary permits for the proposed barn project. The motion was made by 
Debbie Norz and seconded by Bob Schultz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion 
was passed. 
 
7. Monitoring 2024  
Sophia Solewater, Farmland Preservation Intern, presented the findings from the 2024 
Monitoring Season. Ms. Solewater shared the violations found during monitoring, and 
the current status of those issues. She further shared what she learned during her 
internship and her plans for the future. The Board applauded her work and thanked her 
for her dedication to the Somerset County Farmland Preservation Program over the last 
semester, wishing her luck on her future endeavors.  
 
8. W. Peter Staats Resolution of Appreciation 
After twenty years of dedication and service to the Somerset County Agriculture 
Development Board, Pete Staats had made the decision to retire. The Board and staff 
shared their deep appreciation for his service, knowledge, and unyielding support. A 
resolution of appreciation was presented by Chairman Mark Kirby. Mr. Staats thanked 
the Board and Staff, sharing that he would miss the monthly meetings and their 
interactions.  
 
9. Closed Session 
At 8:59a.m. a motion to go into closed session was made by Bob Schultz and seconded 
by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
10. Results and Actions from Closed Session 
At 9:27 a.m. a motion to come out of closed session was made by Debbie Norz and 
seconded by Pete Staats. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
A motion was made to deny the Axcel Farm request before the Board and re-affirm the 
removal of the millings material onsite. The motion was made by Debbie Norz and 
seconded by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 



 
A motion was made to complete a site visit to Madden Farms ensure the millings were 
removed. The motion was made by Pete Staats and seconded by Laura DePrado. A roll 
call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
A motion was made to schedule the Shane Doyle Farms, LLC SSAMP hearing for the 
January 2025 meeting. The motion was made by Pete Staats and seconded by Debbie 
Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed. 
 
11. Adjournment 
At 9:38 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Pete Staats and seconded by Debbie 
Norz. A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
_____________________________ 
Katelyn Katzer 
SCADB Administrator 
 
 
The Next SCADB meeting will be held on Monday January 27, 2025, at 8:15 am. 


