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September 12, 2024 Continuum of Care meeting minutes

The September 2024 meeting, which took place virtually, via a Zoom conference call, was called to order and began at 11:01 am.  The minutes from the July meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.

The guest speaker for the meeting was Dan Dychtwald from the New Jersey Office of the Food Security Advocate (NJOFSA).  He explained that the Governor lowered the requirements (increasing eligibility) for free meals in NJ.  There is not “partial pay” – it’s free.  NJ was also one of 37 states to start a Summer EBT program.  As of August 2024, approximately 600,000 cards were sent out, with that number expected to rise to over 630,000 by the end of the year.  This means that just under 50% of enrolled school children are in need of some sort of benefit to reduce food insecurity.  For families that received Summer EBT and want to receive it again, they need to reapply every year.

For more information, go to: https://hungerfreenj.org/schoolmealstoolkit/

NJ opted into the Medicaid Certification Pilot.  Under this program, children are automatically eligible for school food and do not need to complete an application.  People who didn’t receive a letter about eligibility, but know they are eligible, should complete an application just in case.

The Committee received an update on the 2024-25 NOFO.  The NOFO was released, the Application Review Committee met and reviewed applications, and approved four (4) renewal projects and the planning grant application.  One agency decided not to move forward with their application due to the funds available.  The deadline for the applications to be completed in eSNAPS is October 30.

The Committee received several requests for a Letter of Support.  All of the requests were with regard to the NJ Department of Community Affairs (NJDCA) Rural and Suburban Outreach Program.  Kim clarified that the Committee’s policy is to formally request a Letter of Support in writing at least 10 days in advance.  In addition, a template of the letter is required.  The Committee then heard from the following organizations:

· Volunteers of America (VOA) – they would use the funding to provide direct/immediate service to people who are homeless or at imminent risk of homelessness; assist with security deposits/first month’s rent; and connect people with appropriate services.
· Zufall Health Center – they would hire a part-time clinician, along with an assistant, to do “harm reduction” on the street with people who are experiencing homelessness.  They would also hire a peer-support specialist, and might request a vehicle.
· Bridges Outreach – this organization is Newark’s outreach advisor and partners with homelessness outreach.  They would hire a full-time outreach specialist and mobile case manager in Somerset County.
· Reformed Church of Highland Park – they mentioned at the end of the meeting that they also wanted a Letter of Support

Kim stated that she wanted to meet with all four (4) applicants for a follow-up conversation to learn more about the organizations and their plans.

Agency announcements will be sent via e-mail after the meeting and, as such, are incorporated as part of the minutes.

The meeting adjourned at 12:11 pm.
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	Lisa Galonardo
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Maria Marnell
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	Kayla Ellis
Allie Ziff
Linda Rapacki
Dan Dychtwald
Monique Rippey

	Carolyn Solon
	Tania Asmal
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	Cory Snearowski
	



image1.emf



Somerset County Is An Equal Opportunity Employer



- Mission Statement -
 The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the 
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COUNTY OF SOMERSET
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES



Aging & Disability Services 
JOANNE FETZKO



One Stop Career Center 
Juvenile Institutional Services 



MONICA MULLIGAN



Richard Hall Community MHC 
NICCI SPINAZZOLA



Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
DARYL MINCH



Veterans Services 
PETER NIEMIEC



Volunteer Services 
WILLIAM F. CROSBY



Youth Services  
LINDA M. PORCARO



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
P.O. Box 3000



Somerville, New Jersey 08876-1262



CommDev@co.somerset.nj.us
www.co.somerset.nj.us



Human Services Director 
MICHAEL FROST



Community Development Director 
KIMBERLY COWART











