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Hamilton Street (CR 514) from  

Vanderbilt Avenue to Middlesex County Line 

 

The purpose of this project is to implement corridor-wide improvements to improve safety for all 

roadway users along Hamilton Street (CR 514) from Vanderbilt Avenue to the Middlesex County Line in 

Franklin Township. This project is being advanced by Somerset County, as the Project Sponsor, utilizing 

Federal Aid funding with agency oversight from the North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority 

(NJTPA), the New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT) and Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) in accordance with the Federal National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and in compliance 

with the NJTPA’s Local Safety Program to provide engineering design and construction.  This project will 

include the construction of fully upgraded traffic signals, curb, sidewalk, pavement, curb extensions, 

and enhanced crosswalks within the project limits.  

 

Background 

Hamilton Street (CR 514) in Franklin Township is an urban minor arterial and has a posted speed limit 

of 35 mph west of Franklin Boulevard (CR 617) and a posted speed limit of 25 mph east of Franklin 

Boulevard. The section of the corridor west of Franklin Boulevard consists of two travel lanes in each 

direction with no parking or shoulders. East of Franklin Boulevard, the roadway generally consists of 

one travel lane in each direction with striped on street parking on both sides of the street. Land uses 

along the corridor consist primarily of retail businesses immediately along the street frontage with 

residential communities located along the local intersecting streets, accessed by stop controlled 

intersections at regular intervals.  Crosswalks are present at signalized intersections along the corridor 

and at select unsignalized intersections. Parking spaces on Hamilton Street are striped to promote 

parking within designated spaces and are unmetered. Most of the roadways east of Matilda Avenue on 

the corridor intersect as ‘T’ intersections, with intersecting roadways on the north and south sides of 

the street offset from one another. Based on traffic data collected in 2019, Hamilton Street carries 

approximately 11,300 to 16,900 vehicles per day. 

This section of Hamilton Street ranks the 11th worst corridor on the 2023 NJTPA Roadway Corridor 

Network Screening List for Somerset County. This Screening List ranks the County’s roadway corridors 

based on crash frequency and severity of crash injuries.  A review of crash records identifies a total of 

259 crashes reported by the Franklin PD which occurred along the project corridor between October 1, 

2020 to September 30, 2023 (3-years).  The predominant crash type is right-angle/left turn (37%), 

followed by same direction rear end (22%), same direction sideswipe (15%), and struck parked vehicle 

(16%).  The right-angle/left turn and struck parked vehicle crash types are significantly overrepresented 

along the corridor compared to the NJDOT 2021 Crash Statistics for the County Road system.  There 

were zero reported fatalities, one reported suspected serious injury, 23 suspected minor injury, 31 

possible injury, and 185 property damage only crashes within the study period. 
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Proposed Improvements 

The current phase of this project is Preliminary Engineering (PE). During this phase of the project, the 

design will be advanced to a level where NJTPA, NJDOT, FHWA, local officials, stakeholders, the public 

and permitting agencies can attain consensus on the proposed improvements and their effects on the 

environment, right-of-way, traffic, access, and utilities, as well as constructability and cost.  

Somerset County has proposed the following improvements to the study area: 

• Replacement of the traffic signal equipment at the four (4) signalized intersections including 

new signal heads with retroreflective back plates, countdown pedestrian signal heads, and 

ADA compliant push buttons. 

• High Visibility crosswalks at all pedestrian crossings within the study area. 

• Construct ADA compliant sidewalk and curb ramps within the Project Limits. 

• Provide intersection curb extensions and improve sight distance at intersections. 

• Delineate statutory parking prohibitions and re-assess parking space placement.  

 

Project Schedule 

Preliminary Engineering: 2022-2025 

Categorical Exclusion Document Review/Approval: 2025-2026 

Final Design (including permits and Property Acquisition): 2026 - 2028 

Construction: 2029 

 

 
Contact Information 
For more information, please contact: 

Abeer Al-Shammari, Ph.D., PE 
Somerset County 
Department of Engineering and Planning 
P.O. Box 3000 
Somerville, NJ 08876-1262 
Phone: 908-231-7175 
Fax: 908-231-7170 
Email: aalshammari@co.somerset.nj.us 
 

Project Website 
https://www.somersetcountynj.gov/government/public-works/engineering/projects-under-
design/hamilton-street-cr-514-safety-improvements-franklin-township 
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