Minutes of November 25, 2024
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the November 25, 2024 Somerset County
Agriculture Development Board (SCADB) Meeting began at 8:18 A.M. This meeting
was held in person in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room at the Somerset County
Administration Building in Somerville, N.J.

Open Public Meetings Statement

Chairperson, Mark Kirby, reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance
with the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate
notice of this meeting has been provided. The date and time information for this meeting
was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier News. The agenda for this meeting
was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board’s website.

Roll Call
Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum.

Members in Attendance:

Mark W. Kirby, Chair

W. Peter Staats, Vice Chair

Kenneth Osterman

Laura DePrado

Debbie Norz

Robert Shultz

Sandra D. Rhue, Secretary/Treasurer

Paul Drake, Liaison Somerset County Commissioner
Matt D’ Alessandro, Soil Conservation District

Members Not in Attendance:
Kate Brown, Agriculture Extension Agent




Somerset County Staff:

Mathew D. Loper, Director- Department of Engineering and Planning
Kate Katzer, Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager
Alyssa Puccio, Esq., Deputy County Counsel

Sheli Daniels, Office Manager —Department of Engineering and Planning
Sophia Solewater, Farmland Preservation Intern

Public Members Present:

Richard Dodds, New Jersey Conservation Foundation
Elise Cavicchi, New Jersey Conservation Foundation
Dave Zaback, SADC

Brendon Pearsall, SADC Next Gen Program

Rich Norz, Somerset County Farmer

Steve Zamek, Somerset County Farmer

Cody Zamek, Somerset County Farmer

John Wunderlich, Somerset County Farmer

Approval of Minutes:
The minutes from the October 28, 2024 meeting were approved. The motion was made
by Laura DePrado and seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the

motion was passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS:
Steve Zamek and Rich Norz — Somerset County Farmers came before the Board to
express their concerns over the Somerset County Park System leasing program.

Steve Zamek stated that he was not notified about his lease ending and was not made
aware that the property went up for bid. Ultimately, he lost the property and has
plantings in the ground. He feels as if the Park System should notify leaseholders prior
to the end of their lease terms.

Rich Norz stated that he also lost a piece of property and that the bid window was very
short this year. He further stated that there was very little notice that the bids had been
posted.



Farmers attending the meeting requested that the SCADB speak to the Park System
about these concerns and offer guidance for a leasing program that would benefit both
parties. Chairman Mark Kirby shared that the Park System Commissioners Meeting
would be occurring in the next few days and suggested that the farmers attend the
meeting to share their concerns directly.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

1. SADC Meeting —Update
Dave Zaback updated the Board, sharing a newsletter with updates.

2. County /State Boards of Agriculture — Update
Debbie Norz updated the Board that the County Board of Agriculture’s Annual Dinner
occurred in November and the recipients of this year’s scholarships were in attendance.

3. Staff Comments

Kate Katzer shared that monitoring was wrapping up for the season, and that intern —
Sophia Solewater would be giving the 2024 Monitoring Report at the next meeting. Ms.
Katzer shared that the SADC has begun the process of putting together a new program
called Next Gen Farmer and the SADC is interested in holding a stakeholder meeting
in the County. The stakeholder event will be held on December 12, 2024, prior to the
Somerset County Board of Agriculture Meeting. Ms. Katzer shared that following the
December 16, 2024, meeting would the Board’s annual Holiday Breakfast.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture
Development Board Manager, Kate Katzer:

1. SADC Next Gen Program

Brendon Pearsall, of the SADC’s Next Gen Program presented about the Next Gen
Program to the Board. Brendon discussed the Program’s plans for the future, and
requested insight from the Board to help shape the program. Brendon will be back in
December to run the stakeholder event at the 4H Center.

2. Dovle Farm Commercial Farm Certification- Bedminster Township




The Right to Farm Committee heard a request for a Commercial Farm Certification
from the owner of Doyle Farm in Hillsborough and Bedminster Townships. The
Committee reviewed the submitted documentation and found that the farm is a
commercial operation with Right to Farm protection. The motion to approve the Doyle
Farm Commercial Farm Certification was made. The motion was made by Pete Staats
and seconded by Laura DePrado. Debbie Norz recused herself. A roll call vote was
made, and the motion was passed.

3. Axcel Farm — Hillsborough Township
The Right to Farm Committee discussed an update to the violations on the Axcel Farm.
The update will be discussed during closed session.

4. Madden Farm — Franklin Township
The Right to Farm Committee discussed a possible violation found onsite. This will be

discussed during closed session.

5. Deerfield Farm — Bedminster Township
The Right to Farm Committee discussed a possible violation found onsite. This will be

discussed during closed session.

7. Kellogg Farm — Bedminster Township

John Wunderlich, manager of Kellogg Farm, was present to share his response to the
Right to Farm Committee’s violation letter. Mr. Wunderlich presented the site plan and
narrative for activities occurring onsite and steps to ensure compliance. To be discussed

in closed session.

8. Abma’s Farm — Hillsborough Township

Hillsborough Township requested guidance for the allowance of a farmer’s market on
a preserved farm. The Right to Farm Committee authorized staff to put together a letter
with the AMPs for the allowance of a market onsite. The motion to approve the letter
was made by Ken Osterman and seconded by Pete Staats. Debbie Norz recused herself.
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

9. Closed Session




At 9:34a.m. a motion to go into closed session was made by Bob Schultz and seconded
by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

10. Results and Actions from Closed Session
At 9:52 a.m. a motion to come out of closed session was made by Sandra Rhue and
seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

A motion was made to deny the Axcel Farm request before the Board and re-affirm the
removal of the millings material onsite. The motion was made by Debbie Norz and
seconded by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

A motion was made to approve the remediation plans submitted by John Wunderlich
for Kellogg’s Farm. The motion was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Ken
Osterman. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

A motion was made to send a letter of violation to Deerfield Farms. The motion was
made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Robert Schultz. A roll call vote was made, and
the motion was passed.

A motion was made to send a letter of violation to Madden Farms. The motion was
made by Ken Osterman and seconded by Pete Staats. A roll call vote was made, and the
motion was passed.

11. Adjournment
At 9:58 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Laura DePrado and seconded by Pete
Staats. A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Sunctha e
Sandra Rhue
Secretary/Treasurer




The Next SCADB meeting will be held on Monday December 16, 2024 at 8:15 am.



