Minutes of October 28, 2024
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the October 28, 2024 Somerset County Agriculture
Development Board (SCADB) Meeting began at 8:24 A.M. This meeting was held in
person in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room at the Somerset County Administration
Building in Somerville, N.J.

Open Public Meetings Statement

Chairperson, Mark Kirby, reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance
with the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 ef seq., adequate
notice of this meeting has been provided. The date and time information for this meeting
was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier News. The agenda for this meeting
was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board’s website.

Roll Call
Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum.

Members in Attendance:

Mark W. Kirby, Chair

W. Peter Staats, Vice Chair

Kenneth Osterman

Laura DePrado

Debbie Norz

Robert Shultz

Sandra D. Rhue, Secretary/Treasurer
Kate Brown, Agriculture Extension Agent

Members Not in Attendance:
Matt D’ Alessandro, Soil Conservation District
Paul Drake, Liaison Somerset County Commissioner




Somerset County Staff:

Mathew D. Loper, Director- Department of Engineering and Planning
Kate Katzer, Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Manager
Alyssa Puccio, Esq., Deputy County Counsel

Sheli Daniels, Office Manager —Department of Engineering and Planning
Sophia Solewater, Farmland Preservation Intern

Public Members Present:
Richard Dodds, New Jersey Conservation Foundation

Dave Zaback, SADC
Anthony Todaro, Esq. — Firmenich Farm Attorney

Approval of Minutes:
The minutes from the September 25, 2024 meeting were approved. The motion was
made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Sandra Rhue. A roll call vote was made, and
the motion was passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS:

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

1. SADC Meeting —Update
Dave Zaback updated the Board, sharing a newsletter with updates.

2. County /State Boards of Agriculture — Update
Kenneth Osterman updated the Board that the County Board of Agriculture’s Annual
Dinner was coming up in November.

3. Staff Comments

Kate Katzer shared that monitoring would begin in October and passed around the sign-
up sheet to the Board for anyone interested in attending. She also introduced Sophia
Solewater, Ag Intern. Sophia is a student from Rutgers who is focusing on Ecology and
has a 4-H background from Hunterdon County. Sophia has been enjoying her internship




and is excited to begin monitoring. Ms. Katzer shared that the SADC has begun the
process of putting together a new program called Next Gen Farmer and the SADC is
interested in holding a stakeholder meeting in the County. She suggested Dec 9%, 10,
or the 12" as possible dates for the meeting, and will bring those dates back to the SADC
for availability.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture
Development Board Manager, Kate Katzer:

1. Firmenich Farm — Montgomery Township

The resolution memorializing the Firmenich Farm Site-Specific Agricultural
Management Plan was read into record. Owner attorney, Anthony Todaro, was present
in the event the Board had any additional questions. The resolution was discussed. A
motion was made to approve the Site-Specific Management Plan for the Firmenich
Farm. The motion was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Pete Staats. A roll call
vote was made, and the motion was passed.

2. Hidden Spring Lavender & Alpaca Farm- Montgomery Township

The Right to Farm Committee heard a request to build a new barn to replace the current
male alpaca barn onsite during the last meeting. The Board had given their approval for
the building of the barn; but the Township needed additional information. The setback
for Montgomery is 100 feet which would place the barn in the middle of their lavender
fields. The township suggested that the owner request a letter about agricultural setbacks
from the SCADB. The owner is requesting a letter with such guidance. To be discussed
during closed session.

3. Tucker Farm Cost Share Resolution — Peapack-Gladstone

The cost share resolution for the Tucker Farm was read into record. This property is in
partnership with the New Jersey Conservation Foundation, and the Deed of Easement
will be held by the County upon closing. The resolution was discussed. A motion was
made to approve the cost share resolution. The motion was made by Pete Staats and
seconded by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.




4. Axcel Farm — Hillsborough Township
The Right to Farm Committee discussed an update to the violations on the Axcel Farm.
The update will be discussed during closed session.

5. Mueller Farm — Hillsborough Township

County Counsel shared that a site visit was completed to review the outstanding
violations. The committee was happy to hear the violations had been cleared. County
Counsel will be setting up a site visit to review the entire property for yearly monitoring.

6. Kellogg Farm — Bedminster Township

During monitoring, a large amount of soil was found to be moved onsite. The Right to
Farm Committee reviewed the images and found that the soil importation and activities
occurring onsite were to be a violation of the Deed of Easement. A letter of violation
was written for the Board to review. To be discussed during closed session.

7. Kim Farm RDSO Request — Branchburg Township

The SADC, Board of County Freeholders, and the SCADB approved the site of the
RDSO in the early 2000s. The owner is ready to build the home in the exception area
and is in need of a letter from the SCADB stating such for the Township Zoning Office.
To be discussed in closed session.

8. House Farm — Montgomery Township

The Board was happy to hear that the haybales have been removed, and the complaint
has been closed. A motion was made for a letter stating that the violations have been
cleared. The motion was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll
call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

9. Closed Session
At 9:14a.m. a motion to go into closed session was made by Bob Schultz and seconded
by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

10. Results and Actions from Closed Session
At 10:12 a.m. a motion to come out of closed session was made by Laura DePrado and
seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.




A motion was made to put together a guidance letter for Hidden Spring Lavendar and
Alpaca Farm in Montgomery Township for their zoning department. The motion was
made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Sandra Rhue. A roll call vote was made, and
the motion was passed.

A motion was made to write a letter to the Montgomery Zoning Department for Hidden
Spring Lavender & Alpaca Farm in Montgomery Township. The motion was made by
Debbie Norz and seconded by Pete Staats. A roll call vote was made, and the motion
was passed.

A motion was made to write a letter to the Branchburg Zoning Department for the Kim
Farm — detailing the approvals for the RDSO. The motion was made by Laura DePrado
and seconded by Sandra Rhue. A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

11. Adjournment
At 10:16 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Laura DePrado and seconded by Pete
Staats. A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted by,

y &

/" Sarfdra Rhue ~.
Secretary/Treasurer

The Next SCADB meeting will be held on Monday November 25, 2024 at 8:15 am.







