
Minutes of the April 22, 2024 
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board Meeting 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the April 22, 2024, Somerset County Agriculture 
Development Board (SCADB) Meeting began at 8:15 A.M. This meeting was held in 
person in the Commissioner’s Meeting Room at the Somerset County Administration 
Building in Somerville, N.J. 

Open Public Meetings Statement 

Chair Mark Kirby reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with 
Open Public Meetings Act as follows: 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate 
notice of this meeting has been provided. The date and time information for this meeting 
was published in The Star Ledger and the Courier News. The agenda for this meeting 
was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board’s website.    

Roll Call  

Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum. 

Members in Attendance: 
Mark W. Kirby, Chair 
W. Peter Staats, Vice Chair
Debbie Norz
Robert Shultz . 
Sandra D. Rhue, Secretary/Treasurer
Somerset County Commissioner Paul Drake, Liaison
Matt D’Alessandro, Soil Conservation District
Kate Brown, Agriculture Extension Agent

Members Not in Attendance: 
Kenneth Osterman  
Laura DePrado  



Somerset County Staff:  
Mathew D. Loper – Director- Department of Engineering and Planning 
Kate Katzer, Principal Planner – Somerset County Agriculture Development Board 
Manager  
Patrice Brown, Administrative Assistant- Department of Engineering and Planning 
Alyssa Puccio, Deputy County Counsel 

Public Members Present: 
David Zaback, SADC (State Agriculture Development Committee) Staff 

Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to approve the SCADB minutes (with correction) of the March 25, 2024, 
meeting was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Robert Schultz.  A roll call vote 
was taken, and the motion passed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS: 
There was no public comment. 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

1. SADC Meeting –Update
Dave Zaback of the State Agricultural Development Committee (SADC) reported the 
results of the special SADC meeting, which was held on Friday, March 15, 2024.  Mr. 
Zaback reported that the Soil Protection Standards had been approved by the SADC 
Board to move forward and should be going into the register shortly. Once they have 
been published, we will enter another public comment period. He then answered the 
Board’s questions regarding deadlines completion cut offs, and processing timelines  
for applications with regards to the Soil Protection Standards. The Board is concerned 
about the October cut off. 

2. County /State Boards of Agriculture – Update
Debbie Norz updated the Board on Ag in Action evet which will be held on September 
7, 2024. Ms. Norz also mentioned H5N1 Bird Flu that has now been found to infect 
dairy cows and can be shared to people. Somerset County’s Health Department put 



together informational packets about the Bird Flu to educate the public and farmers 
about safety.  

3. Staff Comments
SCADB Manager, Kate Katzer asked that the following be added to the closed session 
for the Board to discuss:  

o Ag in action Map
o Soil regulations letter

Ms. Katzer reminded the Board that next month’s meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
May 28th, 2024, instead of Monday which is Memorial Day. 

4. Financial Disclosure Forms
Chairman, Mark Kirby reminded the Board that the deadline to complete the Financial 
Disclosure forms is quickly approaching. 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 
The following items were presented to the Board by Somerset County Agriculture 
Development Board Manager, Kate Katzer: 

1. Hidden Brook Farm (Ashrafi) - Bedminster
The Board was reminded of the Farm owner’s interest in preserving their farm. The 
application was pulled due to one of the owners’ passing. The Estate has now been 
settled and the application has been resubmitted. The property seeks Board approval to 
move forward with the Preservation application over 53.7 acres. 
A motion to accept this application for a Planning Incentive Grant was made by Sandra 
Rhue and seconded by Debbie Norz. 

2. Mindell Tract- Hillsborough Township
The property has been purchased by Hillsborough Township and is proposed to have 
the entire property preserved after reimbursement. An RDSO (Residual Dwelling Site 
Opportunity) is being considered so that if a future sale should take place, a farming 
family would be able to select the location of the dwelling after closing.  It will cost 
roughly 12 million dollars to preserve this farm, 60 % from the State of New Jersey and 
40 % from Somerset County. To be discussed during closed session. 



3. 303 Amwell - Hillsborough Township
This property owner is interested in preserving this 11.29 acres of land.  To be discussed 
during closed session. 

4. Awad Farm- Right to Farm Complaint - Hillsborough
Two Neighborhood groups have submitted a Right to Farm Complaint against the 
property. To be discussed during closed session. 

5. Dealaman Farm- Right to Farm Complaint -Warren
A Right to Farm concern has been submitted.  This will be discussed during the closed 
session. 

6. Axcel Farm -Hillsborough Township
A letter regarding violations found on the property was sent out last week. A response 
letter is anticipated. The neighbors who submitted the complaint thanked the Board for 
consideration in the matters. The Board will discuss the next steps to remediation during 
closed session. 

7. Closed Session
At 8:53 a.m. a motion was made by Peter Staats and seconded by Debbie Norz to go 
into closed session. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was passed. 
At 10:06 a.m. a motion was made by Debbie Norz and seconded by Robert Schultz to 
come out of closed session. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was passed. 

8. Results and Actions from Closed Session

Hidden Brook Farm (Ashrafi) – Bedminster 
A motion to approve the application for a PIG (Planning Incentive Grant) was made by 
Debbie Norz and seconded by Robert Schultz.  A roll call vote was taken, and the 
motion was passed.  



Mindel Tract – Hillsborough 
A motion to approve the application for Farmland Preservation was made by Peter 
Staats and seconded by Debbie Norz. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was 
passed. 

303 Amwell Road – Hillsborough 
A motion to approve the Farmland preservation application was made by Peter Staats 
and seconded by Robert Schultz. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was passed. 
Sandra Rhue abstained, and the motion was passed. 

A letter to SADC 
A motion to draft and approve a letter to the SADC that will cover applicable deadline 
cut offs once the law is enacted for Preservation applicants was made by Debbie Norz 
and seconded by Peter Staats. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was passed. 

Closed Session Minutes for March 25, 2024: 
A motion to approve the closed session minutes of the March 2024 meeting was made 
by Peter Staats and seconded by Robert Schultz. A roll call vote was taken, and the 
motion was passed.  

At 10:10 a.m., a motion was made to adjourn by Peter Staats and seconded by Robert 
Schultz. A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously. 

The next meeting will be held in person on TUESDAY May 28, 2024, at 8:15 a.m. in 
the same location. 

Respectfully Submitted by, 

_____________________________ 
Sandra Rhue 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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