
 

 

 

SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D. 

DISTRICT MEETING 

October 16, 2024 
 

 

PRESENT: Mark Kirby, Bob Amberg, Jim Laine, Ed Dec, Kate Brown (Rutgers), Matthew 

D’Alessandro  

                         

                         

 ABSENT:      Christian Bench (NRCS) 

 

CALL to ORDER: 

 

The meeting was called to order at 12:04 p.m.  

 

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE 

 

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975. 

 

APPROVAL of MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the September 2024 meeting were reviewed by the Board.  A motion was made by Jim 

Laine to approve the September 2024 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and 

unanimously passed.  The minutes of the September 2024 Executive Meeting were reviewed by the 

Board.  A motion was made by Bob Amberg to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was 

seconded by Jim Laine and unanimously passed. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

 

The Treasurer’s Report for September 2024 was reviewed by the Board.  Ed Dec made a motion to 

approve the report.  The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and unanimously passed. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: none 
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OLD BUSINESS: none 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the 

dates from 9/25/24 to 10/15/24. Jim Laine made a motion to approve the plans on the certified and 

completed list for the period of 9/25/24 to 10/15/24.  The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and 

unanimously passed. 

 

Staffing- Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a new full-time Reviewer/Inspector started on 10/7/24.  

She is currently being trained by the staff.  Matthew spoke to the Board about her commencement with 

the office.  Matthew will update the Board accordingly on her progress and overall status. 

 

Open Supervisor position-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he will host a Nominating Committee 

meeting on 10/23/24 for the open SUSCD Supervisor position.   

 

Stop Work Order Rescinded (Peapack Gladstone, NJ)-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that a recent Stop 

Work Order in Peapack Gladstone, NJ was rescinded on 10/2/24.  The applicant met all requirements to 

rescind the SWO and the site is back in compliance.  

 

Annual Partnership Meeting-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the 2024 Annual Partnership Meeting 

will be held at the Rutgers Eco Complex on 11/25/24 in Bordentown, NJ.  Matthew has been involved in 

assisting with the afternoon training session for the staff. 

 

Holiday luncheon date-Matthew D’Alessandro reminded the Board that the annual holiday luncheon will 

be held immediately after the December 2024 SUSCD Board of Supervisors meeting on 12/18/24 at 

Girasole Restaurant in Bound Brook, NJ. 

 

NACD Conservation Investment Request-Matthew D’Alessandro informed the Board that a NACD 

Conservation Investment Request has been received.  The Board discussed the request.  A motion was 

made by Jim Laine to submit a $775.00 check for gold membership.  The motion was seconded by Ed 

Dec and unanimously passed.  

 

Mileage Reimbursement- Matthew D’Alessandro discussed the idea of mileage reimbursement at the 

federal rate for the Board of Supervisors or staff to use their own vehicles to attend the 2024 Annual 

Partnership Meeting and other meetings and conferences.  A motion was made by Jim Laine to approve 

mileage reimbursement as discussed.  The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously passed. 

 

Executive Session: none 

 

 

REPORTS: 
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NRCS – none 

 

SCD – Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the annual awards for staff throughout the program have 

returned.  Matthew will be submitting a few nominations from the office including Bob Amberg as 

Outstanding Supervisor of the Year as the Chairman suggested.  Matthew has been training staff and will 

be conducting end-of-the-year reviews in the next month. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Jim Laine made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and 

unanimously passed. The meeting was adjourned at 12:47 p.m. 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 20, 2024, at noon at the district office. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Matthew D’Alessandro  

District Manager  


