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March 14, 2024 Continuum of Care meeting minutes

The March 2024 meeting, which took place virtually, via a Zoom conference call, was called to order and began at 11:01 am.  The minutes from the January meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.

Kim announced that Tamika Levels-Hood has volunteered to be the new CoC Committee Chair.  Tamika has been at Volunteers of America (VOA) for 21 years.  She has a Masters in Social Work from Rutgers and is also a part of the Southern NJ CoC (which is comprised of four counties).  A vote was taken and Tamika was officially elected as Chair.

The guest speakers of the month were Esther Lee, Marline Souffrant, and Cory Morton from Empower Somerset.  The focus of their presentation was on Narcan.  They want to make Narcan available everywhere, “like a fire extinguisher.”

One of the programs at Empower Somerset is the Overdose Fatality Review (OFR).  This program began in August 2021 and has reviewed 86 cases to date.  The goals are: awareness, outreach and building tangible recommendations.  The perception among certain communities is that this isn’t something to be concerned about; however, this is inaccurate.  Many of the cases come from “low risk” backgrounds.  The OFR meets to discuss not only what happened in the past, but how it can be prevented in the future.

Most (over 60%) overdoses happen in a private residence.  In Somerset County, approximately 16% of individuals who overdose are unhoused (this is in-line with the statewide percentage).  A lot of information is collected during meetings with next of kin.  This information is helpful when trying to prevent similar occurrences in the future.

Narcan outreach includes a “National Night Out” in Hillsborough, North Plainfield, Bernardsville and Bound Brook.  This includes outreach to targeted businesses, explaining why it’s important to have Narcan on-site.  They provide Narcan (2 doses/box), as well as trainings, which explain the symptoms of substance use, an overdose, and when a person should intervene and what they should do.


Agency announcements will be sent via e-mail after the meeting and, as such, are incorporated as part of the minutes.

The meeting adjourned at 12:07 pm.


Attendees:

	Jeremy Hirsch
	Joanne Hala

	Kim Cowart
Ed Prior
Brooke Gibbs
Zoila Gonzalez
	Lisa Barnes
Dameon Stackhouse
Linda Rapacki
Ken Musgrove

	Lisa Federico
Paul Grzella
Marline Souffrant
	Jennifer Guyette
Mike Frost
Stephanie Billitz

	Cynthia Ramsey
	Zach Berliner

	Susie Suter
	Rheanah Johnson

	Heradine Lacrete
	Lashonda Dumas

	Jillian Cullen
	Cory Morton

	Alyssa Martini
Katelyn Ravensbergen
Ashley Ferreira
Kayla Ellis
Victor Flores
Dan Hohman

	David Martinak
Keisha Graham
Carrie Ferraro
Christine Esposito
Esther Lee
Tamika Levels-Hood
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Somerset County Is An Equal Opportunity Employer



- Mission Statement -
 The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the 
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COUNTY OF SOMERSET
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES



Aging & Disability Services 
JOANNE FETZKO



One Stop Career Center 
Juvenile Institutional Services 



MONICA MULLIGAN



Richard Hall Community MHC 
NICCI SPINAZZOLA



Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
DARYL MINCH



Veterans Services 
PETER NIEMIEC



Volunteer Services 
WILLIAM F. CROSBY



Youth Services  
LINDA M. PORCARO



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
P.O. Box 3000



Somerville, New Jersey 08876-1262



CommDev@co.somerset.nj.us
www.co.somerset.nj.us



Human Services Director 
MICHAEL FROST



Community Development Director 
KIMBERLY COWART











