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SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D.
DISTRICT MEETING
April 24,2024

PRESENT: Mark Kirby, Bob Amberg, Jim Laine, Matthew D’Alessandro, Ed Dec,

Christian Bench (NRCYS)
ABSENT:  Matthew Loper
CALL to ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m.
PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE
COMPLIANCE STATEMENT
The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.
APPROVAL of MINUTES
The minutes of the March 2024 meeting were reviewed by the Board. A motion was made by Jim Laine
to approve the March 2024 meeting minutes. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously
passed. The Executive Minutes were reviewed by the Board. A motion was made by Ed Dec to approve
the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and unanimously passed.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

The Treasurer’s Report for March 2024 was reviewed by the Board. Bob Amberg made a motion to
approve the report. The motion was seconded by Jim Laine and unanimously passed.

CORRESPONDENCE:

None
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OLD BUSINESS:

NEW BUSINESS:

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the
dates from 3/20/24 to 4/23/24. Ed Dec made a motion to approve the plans on the certified and completed
list for the period of 3/20/24 to 4/23/24. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and unanimously
passed.

Regional Supervisor meetings-Matthew D’Alessandro reported the annual Regional Supervisor dinner
meeting took place on 4/23 in Bordentown, NJ. Matthew D’Alessandro, Jim Laine and Mark Kirby
attended the meeting representing the SUSCD office. Matthew D’Alessandro spoke on behalf of the
SUSCD office and as the President of the Employee’s Association for the state program.

RFA Reimbursement Fee Invoice-An invoice was received for the FY24 3" Quarter RFA reimbursement
to the SSCC in the amount of $2,400.00. A motion was made by Jim Laine to pay the invoice as
presented. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and passed unanimously.

Chapter 251 Surcharge Fee-Matthew D’Alessandro advised the Board that a Chapter 251 Surcharge Fee
invoice was received for FY24 Quarter 3 in the amount $2,900.00. A motion was made by Bob Amberg
to pay the invoice as presented. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously passed.

Seedling Giveaway/4H Clubs-Matthew D’Alessandro reported the SUSCD office purchased seedlings
from the Pinelands Nursery and donated them to both counties 4H clubs as a part of Earth Day events.
Pictures were provided and posted to the district’s social media page. Matthew reported that he would
like to purchase and donate the seedlings annually if possible.

Bring Kids to Work Day-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that Bring Your Kids to Work Day was held at
the SUSCD office on 4/25/24. There were eight kids in attendance, and they participated in many
activities including painting clay pots and the garden, planting strawberry plants, learning to make butter
and helping in the office.

Executive Session: Christian Bench of the NRCS provided 3 Conservation Plans for discussion. A
motion was made by Jim Laine to enter closed session. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and
unanimously passed. The Board entered closed session at 8:06 pm and discussed the requests. A motion
was made by Jim Laine to exit the closed session. The motion was seconded by Bob Amberg and
unanimously passed. The regular meeting resumed at 8:12 pm. A motion was made by Bob Amberg to
approve the 3 Conservation Plans together. The motion was seconded by Jim Laine and unanimously
passed.




District Meeting Minutes April 24, 2024 Page 3

REPORTS:

NRCS — Christian Bench reported the NRCS is actively working obligating all funds the agency was
allotted and now has a heavily staffed office.

SCD — Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he is coordinating trainings and events as President of the NJ
Employee’s Association for the state program. Matthew spoke on behalf of the SUSCD office and the
Employee’s Association at the SSCC meeting on 4/15/24. Matthew reported that the NRCS urban
agriculture grant period is open and that he is building a large vegetable garden outside the front office
for the workers to use and enjoy.

ADJOURNMENT:

Jim Laine made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously
passed. The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 22, 2024, at 7:30 pm at the district office.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew D’ Alessandro
District Manager



