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PROSPECTUS FOR OPEN AIR / OPEN SPACE  
 
Open Air / Open Space is a juried art exhibit sponsored by the Somerset County Board of County Commissioners, 
Somerset County Park Commission, Somerset County Open Space Preservation Program, and Somerset County 
Cultural & Heritage Commission to celebrate Somerset County’s long-standing dedication to preserving open space 
for conservation, passive use, and active recreation. Somerset County is pleased to invite professional and novice 
New Jersey Classical Plein Air and Plein Air Plus artists to participate in capturing the beauty of the County’s 
preserved open space and extensive public park system. Cash prizes will be awarded to winning artists at an 
opening reception planned for October 2025. The main exhibition will be displayed in the Somerset County 
Administration Building’s Cultural & Heritage Commission Gallery from October – November 2025. After the main 
exhibit, Open Air / Open Space will travel to various public locations throughout Somerset County from 
approximately December 2025 – March 2026. Depending on artist participation, artwork may also be exhibited 
through an online exhibition to broaden accessibility and provide additional avenues for public engagement.    
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Exhibition Site 
The Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission Gallery is located on the first floor of the Somerset County 
Administration Building at 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876. This exhibit space provides expanded visibility 
for a large variety of local artists and provides art exhibitions in a nontraditional venue for public enjoyment. The 
Commission welcomes the display of group art exhibitions from established Somerset County organizations as well 
as periodic, juried exhibitions open to New Jersey artists.  
 
Free parking is available in the attached Bernie Field Parking Deck. Entrance to the deck is at 68 East High Street, 
Somerville, NJ 08876. To access the gallery space, enter the Somerset County Administration Building from the 
Green Level of the Bernie Field Parking Deck. The gallery begins immediately on your left. 

 
Contact Information 
Email: CulturalHeritage@co.somerset.nj.us 
Phone: (908) 231-7021 
Mail: Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission 

20 Grove Street/PO Box 3000, Somerville, NJ 08876 
 

Important Dates 
• July 15, 2024: Call for Artists Released, Online Artist Interest Form Opens & Prospectus Available Online 

• September 1, 2024: Online Artist Interest Form Closes 

• September 10, 2024: Submission Packages and Fees Due (on or before September 10, 2024)  

• Late September 2024: Final County Park Assignments (with Park Open Hours, Natural and Recreational 
“Highlights”, and Other Important Information) Released (on or before late-September 2024)  

• April 2025: Brief Check-in with Artists by Cultural & Heritage Commission Staff  

• August 2025: Insurance Forms Sent to Participating Artists 

• September 2025: Artwork and Insurance Forms Due 

• October 2025: Opening Reception and Winners Announced 

• October 2025 through November 2025: Main Exhibition 

• December 2025 – March 2026: Traveling Exhibition (Dates and Sites TBD) 
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Fees 
A $25.00 non-refundable entry fee is required to participate. Please note, artists may submit up to two (2) pieces 
of artwork for this exhibit; if only one (1) piece of artwork is submitted, the fee will still be $25.00. Entry fees are 
used solely to generate a prize pool for this exhibit. The total number of prizes and their value will be determined by 
the number of entries. Payment can be made by cash or check. Cash payments must be made in-person at the 
Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Office at 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876. Check payments may be 
delivered in-person or mailed to: Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission, PO Box 3000, 20 Grove Street, 
Somerville, NJ 08876. Please make checks payable to the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission.  
 
Complete submission packages and entry fees MUST be received (not postmarked) by September 10, 2024  

 
Media and Public Relations  
The Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission reserves the right to reproduce entries for publicity and/or 
promotional purposes.  The County of Somerset, the Somerset County Park Commission, Somerset County Open 
Space Preservation Program, and the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission reserve the right to use 
images of exhibited artwork in print and digital form for promotion, social media, marketing, or other purposes. Artists 
will be credited. By submitting artwork to the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission you are giving your 
permission for your work to be included in print and digital form for promotion, social media, marketing, or other 
purposes; said works may be later used and disseminated by the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission, 
as well as Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission’s partners, assignees and designees for any purpose, 
in whole or in part, worldwide, without restriction. If you have any questions or concerns about the use of your work 
likeness in connection with this exhibit, you must e-mail CulturalHeritage@co.somerset.nj.us. 

 
About the Somerset County Open Space Preservation Program 
Somerset County began the process of preserving its open space with the formation of the Somerset County Park 
Commission in 1956, and the development of a plan to create a countywide park system was undertaken. From an 
original goal set in 1958 of protecting 2,250 acres of recreational open space, today the system includes almost 
15,000 acres, of which almost three-quarters is undeveloped.  
 
Open Space is land which has remained undeveloped and largely in its natural state or has been altered to 
specifically serve recreational needs. Open Space has significant value, providing space for both passive and active 
recreation, conservation areas and preserves, historic and cultural sites, and critical linkages and corridors for 
wildlife and public users.  
 

About Open Air / Open Space 
The Open Air / Open Space Cultural & Heritage Commission Gallery exhibit is a collaborative effort between the 
Somerset County Board of County Commissioners, Somerset County Park Commission, Somerset County Open 
Space Preservation Program, and Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission to:  
 

• Promote and increase awareness of the Somerset County Open Space Preservation Program and of Somerset 
County’s extensive public park system, 

• Encourage recreational activities at and the creative use of Somerset County’s Open Space resources, 

• Demonstrate a commitment to cultivating the arts in Somerset County and supporting New Jersey visual artists. 
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SUBMISSION INFORMATION (please read carefully) 

 
Eligibility 
• The Open Air / Open Space program is open to all New Jersey residents, 18 years of age and older. Both 

professional and amateur artists are encouraged to participate.  

• Artwork must be solely created by the submitting artist for the Open Air / Open Space exhibit. Artwork created 
outside of this context (e.g., for a previous exhibit or personal display), or created using pre-existing kits, will 
not be accepted.  

• The online Artist Interest Form must be fully completed and submitted. 

• DO NOT BEGIN ARTWORK UNTIL A PARK HAS BEEN ASSIGNED TO YOU.  

• Artwork will be displayed in public buildings and locations; therefore, artwork must be appropriate for viewing 
by all ages. Any artwork deemed inappropriate will not be shown. 

• The Somerset County Board of County Commissioners, Somerset County Park Commission, Somerset County 
Open Space Preservation Program, and Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission reserve the right 
not to exhibit any work they deem ineligible. 

• Artwork featured in the exhibit must be on display for the entire length of the exhibit. Artists who remove their 
works prior to the exhibit end date will be excluded from future Cultural & Heritage Commission Gallery 
exhibitions. 

• Artists that have been previously banned from the Cultural & Heritage Commission Gallery may not submit 
artwork to this exhibit. 

 

Submission Packages and Fees 
• After submitting the online Artist Interest Form, artists must submit a complete Submission Package, which 

includes the following three items: 
o A completed and signed AGREEMENT, WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY FORM 
o A completed and signed CHECKLIST AND AUTHORIZATION FORM 
o The $25.00 entry fee 

• The forms listed above can be found at the end of this document. No park will be assigned to, and no artwork 
accepted from, artists who have not provided Cultural & Heritage staff with the required forms and fees.  

• A $25.00 non-refundable entry fee is required to participate. Please note, artists may submit up to two (2) 
pieces of artwork for this exhibit; if only one (1) piece of artwork is submitted, the fee will still be $25.00. Entry 
fees are used solely to generate a prize pool for this exhibit. The total number of prizes and their value will be 
determined by the number of entries. Payment can be made by cash or check. Cash payments must be made 
in-person at the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Office at 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876. Check 
payments may be delivered in-person or mailed to: Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission, PO Box 
3000, 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876. Please make checks payable to the Somerset County Cultural & 
Heritage Commission.  

• Complete submission packages and entry fees MUST be received (not postmarked) by September 10, 
2024. No submission packages and fees will be accepted after September 10, 2024.  

• Each participating artist will be assigned one (1) County park. Depending on participation, a park may be 
assigned to multiple artists, but priority will be given to having each participating park represented. Park 
assignments are final and will be made in order of receipt of submission forms.  

• Artists may submit a maximum of two (2) works to the exhibit.  

• If artwork is deemed ineligible for display, the submission fee will be forfeited. 

• Submission of artwork does not guarantee exhibition. The Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission 
retains the right to exclude any work from an exhibit at its discretion. 
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Classical Plein Air and Plein Air Plus 
“En Plein Air” is a French expression for “in the open air.” This is typically a style of painting in which artists work 
outdoors, using subtle shifts in the natural lighting and other real-time natural occurrences in their environment. The 
Open Air / Open Space exhibit will accept submissions of both Classical Plein Air and Plein Air Plus artwork. 
 
For the purposes of the Open Air / Open Space exhibition, Classical Plein Air is defined as the painting being 
completed on-site at the artist’s assigned Somerset County park and observed during the period of September 2024 
to September 2025, without the use of photography. Canvas stamping is not required. 
 
For the purposes of the Open Air / Open Space exhibition, Plein Air Plus is defined as the painting being inspired 
by the artist’s assigned Somerset County park and observed during the period of September 2024 to September 
2025, with studies created on-site, but photographs and Plein Air sketches/drawings can be used to produce the 
final painting in the artist’s personal studio. 
 
Artists may submit up to two (2) paintings. Artists must clearly label submitted artwork as “Classical” or “Plus”. Artists 
may choose to submit: 

• Two (2) Classical Plein Air Works 

• Two (2) Plein Air Plus Works, or  

• One (1) Classical Plein Air Work and One (1) Plein Air Plus Work. 
 
Optional: Artists may choose to also submit up to two (2) studies (sketches, drawings) to be exhibited alongside 
their respective finished artwork(s) to demonstrate the artistic process. Clearly label which study belongs to which 
finished artwork. 

 
Accepted Subject Matter 
Open Air / Open Space celebrates the Somerset County Open Space Preservation Program and the County’s 
extensive public park system. Participating artists are asked to document their unique perspectives and artistic 
representations of their assigned park. Artists may choose to depict, but are not limited to, the following subjects: 

• Scenic Landscapes and Natural Environment 

• Recreational Activities and Spaces 

• Park Visitors, Audiences, and Wildlife 

• Annual Park Events (e.g. July 4th Fireworks Display, Summer Concert Series, Rose Day Festival, 4-H Fair)   
 

When artists receive their final park assignment, they will also receive “highlights” information about their assigned 
park, such as available nature trails, gardens, community resources, typical recreational activities, and other 
information that may be important in choosing subject matter.  
 

Accepted Mediums 
The Open Air / Open Space exhibition will only feature two-dimensional works of a painterly quality. Final products 
may be created with such mediums as acrylic, oil, watercolor, or gouache. If you are uncertain about eligible 
mediums, or if your artwork will be presented on a non-standard canvas (e.g., a painting on wood), please contact 
Cultural & Heritage staff at CulturalHeritage@co.somerset.nj.us to discuss. 
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Exhibit Guidelines 
• A digital photo of all submitted artwork must be provided for juror use. Photos should be named using the 

following format: Title of Artwork, FirstName LastName, Medium, saved as JPG or PNG files, and emailed to 
CulturalHeritage@co.somerset.nj.us. 
NOTE: Depending on artist participation, the Cultural & Heritage Commission may host an online Open Air / 
Open Space exhibit using low resolution photos of submitted works. Artists can indicate their interest in 
participating in this online exhibit on the CHECKLIST AND AUTHORIZATION FORM. 

• All artwork submitted must not exceed 30” in width including the outside dimension of the frame. 

• All optional studies submitted must not exceed 15” in width including the outside dimension of the frame. 

• All artwork and optional studies must be wired appropriately and be delivered ready for hanging. The Somerset 
County Cultural & Heritage Commission retains the right to eliminate any work from an exhibit if it is deemed 
unsafe to hang or improperly wired. This determination is made solely at the discretion of Cultural & Heritage 
staff. 

• No sawtooth hangers will be accepted. 

• All artwork must be submitted in-person. Do NOT send artwork through the mail. 

• Cultural & Heritage staff will sign-in and install all submitted artwork. Artists are not to touch or move artwork 
while it is hanging or while it is being installed. 

 
Delivery and Pick Up 
• Artists are responsible for the delivery and pick-up of their works by specified deadlines. Cultural & Heritage 

staff will contact all artists at a later date to establish these deadlines. 

• Artists will not be responsible for transporting artwork to different venues during the traveling exhibition.  

• All artwork must be signed in with Cultural & Heritage staff upon delivery and signed out upon pick up.  

 
Insurance 
Prior to actual artwork submission, an insurance form must be completed. This form will be sent to all participating 
artists on or before August 2025. Required information includes the artist’s name, address, phone, and e-mail, as 
well as the title(s), medium(s), dimensions, insurance value(s) and sale price(s) of the artwork being displayed:  

• Forms must be returned to the Cultural & Heritage office at least one week or more in advance of the exhibition.  

• If a piece of artwork is not for sale, “NFS” should be noted in the appropriate blank, however artists must still 
provide the value of each piece exhibited for insurance purposes. 

• Value MUST be listed even if not for sale; value and sale price MUST be the same. 
 
The Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission Gallery provides insurance for exhibits as follows: 

• Exhibited work must be in the County Administration Building at 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876, or other 
county-owned site specified by the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission. 

• Coverage is excess over other primary insurance. 

• Maximum limit for any one item is $1,500.00. 

• Deductible for each item is $250.00. 

• The Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission Gallery is not responsible for any exhibit left on the 
premises after 48 hours following the scheduled closing date of the exhibition. 

• Artwork will NOT be insured if this form is incomplete and/or not returned in advance of the exhibition to the 
Cultural & Heritage Office Commission at the address noted above.  

• The County of Somerset will not be held liable for the degradation of objects caused by gradual degradation, 
normal wear and tear, or manufacturing flaws.  
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• Artists will be responsible for the transportation of the artwork to and from the Cultural & Heritage Commission 
Gallery.  

• The County of Somerset and the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission will not be held liable for 
any costs incurred by the artist in preparation or production of their work, transportation fees or supply fees.  

• By agreeing to participate, artist certifies the work to be submitted will be their own creation; that they are the 
sole and exclusive owner upon submission; and that the submitted artwork does not contain, in whole or in part, 
anything which may infringe upon copyright, violate any right to privacy or other personal or property right 
whatsoever, or contain any material which is libelous, inappropriate, or otherwise contrary to law. 

• Please note that additional insurance forms may be required for the traveling exhibition portion of the Open Air 
/ Open Space program based on participating venues and gallery locations.  

 
Park Rules 
In consideration of the participating Somerset County Parks listed in the Open Air / Open Space program, the 
Somerset County Board of County Commissioners, and its agents and employees furnishing property and/or 
services to enable me to participate in the Open Air / Open Space program, participating artists agree to:  
 
1. Visit their assigned Somerset County park during standard visiting hours. General-use parks are open one half 

hour prior to sunrise until one half hour after sunset unless otherwise specified by signage. Some facilities are 
open during varying hours and days. Please check with each facility before you visit for the current hours.  

2. Follow ALL rules and regulations established by the Somerset County Park Commission to ensure public safety 
and pleasure, as well as the protection and control of the parks, and all facilities contained within and upon 
property controlled by the Somerset County Park Commission. Artists must read these regulations at:  
https://www.somersetcountyparks.org/general-info/pages/rules-regulations 

3. Not trespass into any area marked as not accessible to the public.  
4. Set up their easels and working space in a safe location that does not render any equestrian trail, path, public 

or private road or drive impassable. 
5. Not climb or stand upon any wall, fence, shelter, seat, statue, or other erection.  
6. Leave no trace. Artists will not litter and must carry out all items they brought in.  
7. Dispose of paint or dirty water properly on-site or take home with you to dispose of properly. Artists will not 

leave paint or empty out dirty water on the park grounds.  
8. Park any vehicle in designated parking spaces only (not on grass, landscaped areas, fields, etc. unless signage 

indicates otherwise).  
9. Be respectful of other park visitors, wildlife, and the natural environment. 

   
Although parks listed on the prospectus have given approval for artists to visit the property, a Park Ranger does 

have the right to refuse entry at any time or ask anyone disobeying the park’s rules and regulations to leave the 

property immediately.  

ADJUDICATION, RECEPTION AND SALES 

 
ADJUDICATION AND PRIZES 
• Submitted artwork will be juried by professional artists with expertise in Plein Air styles and mediums based on 

entries. Awards will be given based on the determination of the juror; these determinations are final.  

• The total number of prizes and their value will be determined by the number of entries. 

• Artists will be notified of the winners at the reception in October 2025.  

• Winners must submit a completed W-9 Form to Cultural & Heritage staff to receive their prize.  

https://www.somersetcountyparks.org/general-info/pages/rules-regulations
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OPENING RECEPTION 
A reception will be held in October 2025 to celebrate the opening of the Open Air / Open Space exhibit. This opening 
will also be a celebration of the Somerset County Open Space Preservation Program, which is expected to have 
reached a milestone of protecting 15,000 acres of recreational open space, of which almost three-quarters is 
undeveloped.  
 
The number of attendees allowed will be based on current safety and county protocols at the time of the exhibit and 
reception. Further information about the reception and invitations will be provided at a later date.  
 

SALES 
• Artwork exhibited in the Open Air / Open Space program is offered for sale at the exhibitor’s discretion. 

• Potential buyers will be referred directly to the artist.   

• If a work sells, artists agree to forward a commission payment of 15% of the purchase price payable to the 
Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission.  

• Any artwork that is sold MUST remain in the exhibit until the end date. This includes any traveling exhibits 
related to the Open Air / Open Space program (approximately December 2025 - March 2026). Artwork removed 
from the exhibit prior to the end date will result in the artist being banned from future Cultural & Heritage 
Commission Gallery exhibitions.  
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AGREEMENT, WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY 
 

I, on behalf of myself, my personal representatives and my heirs hereby voluntarily agree, release, waive, discharge, 
hold harmless, defend and indemnify any of the participating preserved parks listed within the Open Air / Open 
Space Prospectus; Somerset County Board of County Commissioners, its agents and employees; from any and all 
claims, actions or losses for bodily injury, property damage, wrongful death, loss of services or otherwise which may 
arise out of my participation in the Open Air / Open Space art project. I specifically understand that I am releasing, 
discharging and waiving any claims of actions that I may have presently or in the future for the negligent acts or 
other conduct by any of the participating preserved parks listed within the Open Air / Open Space Prospectus; 
Somerset County Board of County Commissioners, its agents and employees;  
 

I HAVE READ THE ABOVE PROSPECTUS AND WAIVER AND RELEASE, AND BY SIGNING IT AND 
SUBMITTING THIS SIGN UP FORM, AGREE THAT IT IS MY INTENTION TO EXEMPT AND RELIEVE ANY OF 
THE PARTICIPATING PARKS LISTED WITHIN THE OPEN AIR / OPEN SPACE PROSPECTUS, SOMERSET 
COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, ITS AGENTS AND EMPLOYEES; FROM LIABILITY FOR 
PERSONAL INJURY, PROPERTY DAMAGE OR WRONGFUL DEATH CAUSED BY NEGLIGENCE OR ANY 
OTHER CAUSE. 

 

Initial where indicated, then complete and sign the form below: 
 

      I have read and fully understand the rules and guidelines for the Open Air / Open Space program. 
 

      I agree to accept the Somerset County park assigned to me. 
 
      I have read and fully understand the rules and regulations established by the Somerset County Park 

Commission to ensure public safety and pleasure, as well as the protection and control of the Parks, and 
all facilities contained within and upon property controlled by the Somerset County Park Commission.  

 

      I understand that my artwork must remain in the Open Air / Open Space exhibit (main and traveling) until 
the end date (approximately October 2025 - March 2026). 

 
 
 
Artist’s Full Name:       
 
 
Address:       
 
 
Telephone:                                          
 
 
Email:       
 
 
Signature:                                                                                                  Date:       
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CHECKLIST AND AUTHORIZATION 

This checklist and authorization (completed, signed, and dated) must accompany your submission for the Open Air 
/ Open Space program. Initial and check where indicated, then complete and sign the form below: 

I have completed and signed the AGREEMENT, WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY form. 

I have indicated my interest in a potential online Open Air / Open Space exhibit by checking one of the 
boxes below. 

YES, I am interested in an online Open Air / Open Space exhibit. 
NO, I am NOT interested in an online Open Air / Open Space exhibit. 

I have included the non-refundable $25.00 entry fee for the Open Air / Open Space program. 

NOTE: Complete submission packages and entry fees MUST be received (not postmarked) by 
September 10, 2024. 

. 

Payment Type (check one): 

 Cash, paid in-person at the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission office at 20 Grove Street, 
Somerville, NJ 08876. DO NOT SEND CASH BY MAIL OR OTHER COURIER SERVICE. 

 Check, attached and made payable to the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission. 
Submissions with check payments may be delivered in-person or mailed to: Somerset County Cultural 
& Heritage Commission Office, PO Box 3000, 20 Grove Street, Somerville, NJ 08876. 

Artist’s Full Name:    

Address:    

Telephone:                                         Email:    

How many artworks do you intend to submit? (Note: Artists may submit up to two (2) artworks) 

Number of Classical Plein Air Works:              Number of Plein Air Plus Works:    

How many Plein Air studies do you intend to submit? (Note: Studies are optional) 

Number of Plein Air Studies:    

Signature:                                                                                                  Date:    

This checklist is provided for a respondent’s use in assuring compliance with required documentation; however, it does not necessarily 

include all specifications requirements and does not relieve the respondent of the need to read and comply with the specifications. 
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