Minutes of the March 27, 2023
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the March 27, 2023 Somerset County Agriculture Development Board
(SCADB) Meeting began at 8:04 A.M. This meeting was held in person in the Commissioner's Meeting Room at
the Somerset County Administration Building in Somerville, N.J.

Open Public Meetings Act Compliance Statement
Chair Mark Kirby reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with Open Public Meetings Act
as follows:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate notice of this meeting has
been provided. The date and time information for this meeting were published in The Star Ledger and the
Courier News. The agenda for this meeting was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development
Board's website.

Roll Call
Roll call was taken. There was a quorum.

Members in Attendance:

Mark W. Kirby, Chair

W. Peter Staats, Vice Chair

Sandra D. Rhue, Secretary/Treasurer

Laura DePrado

Debbie Norz

Robert Shultz

County Commissioner Paul Drake, Liaison (arrived at 8:35 a.m.)
County Commissioner Melonie Murano, Alternate Liaison

Matt D'Alessandro, Soil Conservation District

Members Not in Attendance:
Kenneth Osterman

Somerset County Staff:

Walter C. Lane — Director, Office of Planning Policy and Economic Development

Kate Katzer, Principal Planner- Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Tom Boccino, Supervising Planner — Preservation, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development
Patrice Brown, Administrative Assistant, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Greg Pasquale, Deputy County Counsel




Public Members Present:

David Zaback, SADC (State Agriculture Development Committee) Staff
Richard Dodds, NJ Conservation Foundation Staff

Marcel Rodriguez, Franklin Twp. Small Business Owner

Approval of Minutes: SCADB Regular Meeting — February 27,2023

A motion to approve the SCADB minutes of the February 27, 2023 meeting was made by Laura DePrado and
seconded by Peter Staats. A voice vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS:
No public comment

INFORMATION ITEMS
1. SADC Meeting -Update

Dave Zaback of the State Agriculture Development Committee (SADC) reported on the guidance documents
received for the Special Occasions Events. He reminded the Board that the rules had just recently passed, and
the SADC had been working to put together guidance documents for the counties and municipalities. The
documents included an overview of the rules, common questions, a sample application, and a value estimator to
be utilized along with the application. He also stated that , Secretary Douglas Fischer will retire in July after 14
years as the Secretary of Agriculture.

Princeton Show Jumping submitted its show schedule to SADC for approval. Mr. Zaback shared that while the
number of shows will not change, the number of days will. Some of the shows need to be longer due to
requirements of the governing body that oversees the Hunter-Jumper shows. Mr. Zaback shared that the
property is now in compliance. Due to impervious coverage limitations, the tents cannot be up longer than 180
days or they will be considered permanent structures. Because many of the Board members joined after
Princeton Show Jumping had been found in violation of its DOE, they requested a brief overview of the
property's history. Principal Planner, Kate Katzer shared a very brief history of the property and stated that the
SADC had deemed the property clear of their violations late last year.

2.County/State Boards of Agriculture — Update

Debbie Norz stated that the State Board of Agriculture met last week. Ag. in Action will take place at the Puskas
Farm in June. Ms. Norz also informed the Board that the Van Nuys family’s Hillsboro Farm was recognized as a
Century Farm by the New Jersey Agriculture Society this past weekend. The Van Nuys family began farming in
Somerset County in the early 1700's- their current location being farmed since 1867.

3. Staff Comments

Principal Planner Kate Katzer shared that farmers have been contacting staff to request assistance concerning
potential issues with some municipalities regarding the Special Occasion Events and Agritourism. Some
municipalities have requested clarification on the requirements for a special event. Ms. Katzer shared that the
County plans to hold an event soon to provide municipalities with more guidance on how to handle these events
moving forward.

Friday March 24, 2023, was Ag. Day and the Farm to Frame event was held at the Somerset County
Administration Building in Somerville. The event was a success and special thanks went to the farmers, County
Agriculture Development Board (CADB) members, County Commissioners, staff, and all other participants.



Director of Planning, Policy and Economic Development, Walter Lane thanked the attendees of the Farm to
Frame event. Mr. Lane acknowledged the Cultural and Heritage staff for its efforts planning and coordinating the
event.

On March 25™, Walter Lane and Tom Boccino attended the New Jersey Agricultural Society Dinner in Marlton,
NJ. Mr. Lane reported that the event was well attended and provided an opportunity to showcase the County's
efforts to promote and sustain agriculture in Somerset County. Mr. Lane reported to the Board that Somerset
County is viewed favorably throughout the state. Several Board members applauded those instrumental in the
success of various programs and events of the CADB thus far this year.

On March 8t the Economic Development Office of the Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development
partnered with the NJ Business Action Center for the Resources for Growth event where County received
several inquiries from potential farmers. Kate Katzer will work with the Economic Development Manager,
Jessica Paolini on providing follow up information for those interested.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

1. Legislative Committee Update- The Aquaculture Bill $428 passed on March 151, The Board provided
comments during the initial comment period, sharing that it believed aguaponics should be included in the Bill
revision. The Bill passed mid-March and aquaponics was not included. The Legislative Committee met this
month to review recently proposed legislation.

2. Closed Session
There were no items for Closed Session.

Commissioners Melonie Marano and Paul Drake made favorable comments about the Farm to Frame event.
Vice Chairman Peter Staats applauded Somerset County for preserving almost 9,000 preserved farmland acres.

At 8:49 a.m. Laura DePrado made motion to adjourn the meeting. Peter Staats seconded the motion. A voice
vote was taken, and the motion passed unanimously.

The next meeting will be held in person on April 24, 2023, at 8:00 a.m. in the same location.
Respectfully Submitted by,

)

Sandra Rhue
Secretary/Treasurer







