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SOMERSET - UNION SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Somerset County 4-H Center

308 Milltown Road - Bridgewater, NJ 08807
(908) 526-2701  Fax (908) 575-3977

SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D.
DISTRICT MEETING
October 19, 2022

PRESENT: Mark Kirby, Matthew Loper, Jim Laine, Matthew D’ Alessandro

ABSENT:  Ed Dec, Robert Amberg, Bianca Diaz Deliz (NRCS)

CALL to ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 12:07 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.
APPROVAL of MINUTES

A motion was made by Jim Laine to approve the September 2022 meeting minutes. The motion was
seconded by Matthew Loper and unanimously passed.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

The treasurer’s report for September 2022 was reviewed by the Board. Jim Laine made a motion to
approve the report. The motion was seconded by Matthew Loper and unanimously passed.

CORRESPONDENCE:

None
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OLD BUSINESS:

Staffing-Matthew D’Alessandro updated the Board on new and existing staffing. Two employees have
been out on approved leave of absences and staff members in the office have been working hard to keep
up with the workloads and covering territories until the staff out on leave return to the office.

NEW BUSINESS:

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the
dates from 9/29/22 to 10/19/22. Included is a project located in Hunterdon County which was relegated
to SUSCD after a request from the HCSCD to perform the review regarding a potential conflict of
interest since HCSCD owns an adjacent property. The project is named National Mosaic Company and is
located at 29 Johanna Farms Road in Raritan Township, NJ. The HCSCD gave the project File# 21-21-
079. Jim Laine made a motion to approve the plans on the certified and completed list for the time period
of 9/29/22 to 10/19/22. The motion was seconded by Matthew Loper and unanimously passed.

Intern-Matthew reported that Thi Tran of Rutgers University started with SUSCD as part of a Watershed
Management Internship Program the university offers. She has been processing database forms dealing
with storm water basins in sites governed by SUSCD and has been assisting with filing and other
paperwork. She took part in online training provided by Mr. John Showler, State Erosion Control
Engineer for the NJ Department of Agriculture. She is doing a fantastic job.

NJDOT project in Hillsborough-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he has continued dialogue with the
Section Chief for the northern region of the NJDOT because the office continues to receive complaints
from local residents and most recently a local contractor about the NJDOT work on Route 206 in
Hillsborough, NJ and lack of erosion control measures. Matthew D’Alessandro has visited the project
with Nick Chaballa of SUSCD and took several pictures to provide to the NJDOT where erosion control
measures are missing directly along waterways.

RFA invoice-Matthew reported that the RFA invoice was received for the 1st quarter of FY 2023 in the
amount of $4,935.00. A motion was made by Matthew Loper to pay the invoice as presented. The
motion was seconded by Jim Laine and unanimously passed by the Board.

NACD conservation investment request-A conservation investment request was received by the NACD.
A brief discussion took place by the Board and Jim Laine made a motion to provide a Silver
investment/contribution in the amount of $501.00. The motion was seconded by Matthew Loper and
unanimously passed.

Chapter 251 surcharge fee invoice-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the Chapter 251 surcharge fee
invoice was received for the 4th quarter of FY 2022 in the amount of $4375.00. A motion was made by
Matthew Loper to pay the invoice as presented. The motion was seconded by Jim Laine and
unanimously passed by the Board.

District clothing-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the district clothing has been purchased from L.L.
Bean and should arrive in the next few weeks.
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December meeting date- A discussion took place by the Board about a potential date change for the
December meeting. It was decided to change the date to 12/7/22 or 12/14/22. Matthew D’Alessandro
will send emails about which date is to be selected for the December meeting and will update the Board
accordingly.

REPORTS:

NRCS — none

SCD — Matthew D’ Alessandro informed the Board that the SUSCD will host a soils training event for the
central and northern soil conservation districts in conjunction with the NRCS, NJ Department of
Agriculture, and the Somerset County Parks Commission. There will be a 1-hour indoor training event
inside the Somerset County 4H gymnasium and a 1-hour outdoor event on the Somerset County Parks
Commission grounds. Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he is pricing new or used office furniture for

the rear office since much of the furniture is in need of repair or replacement. Matthew will present
quotes to the Board once available.

ADJOURNMENT:

Matthew Loper made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Jim Laine and
unanimously passed. The meeting adjourned at 12:51 p.m.

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. at the district office.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew D’ Alessandro
District Manager



