Minutes of the November 28, 2022
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the November 28, 2022 Somerset County Agriculture Development Board
(SCADB) Meeting began at 8:06 A.M. This meeting was held in person in the Commissioner's Meeting Room at
the Somerset County Administration Building in Somerville, N.J.

Open Public Meetings Statement

Chairman Mark Kirby reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with Open Public Meetings
Act as follows:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., adequate notice of this meeting has
been provided. The date and time information for this meeting were published in The Star~Ledger and the Courier
News. The agenda for this meeting was also posted on the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board's
website.

Roll Call
Roll call was taken. There was a Quorum.

Members in Attendance:

Mark W. Kirby, Chairman

Laura DePrado

Robert Shultz

Sandra D. Rhug, Secretary/Treasurer

Matt D'Alessandro, Soil Conservation District

Members Not in Attendance:

W. Peter Staats, Vice Chairman

Kenneth Osterman

County Commissioner Paul Drake, Liaison

Somerset County Staff:

Walter C. Lane, Director, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Kate Katzer, Principal Planner, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Tom Boccino, Supervising Planner — Preservation, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development
Angela Knowles, Deputy Director, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Patrice Brown, Administrative Assistant, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Larisa Paxton, Preservation Intern, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Joseph DeMarco, County Counsel

Greg Pasquale, Deputy County Counsel




Public Members Present:

Debbie Norz, State Board of Agriculture

David Zaback, SADC (State Agriculture Development Committee) Staff

Evan and Adam Tranquilli, Crestview Farms - Bernards Township

Samantha Alfonso Esg., Alfonso & Webber —Attorney for the Tranquilli Family

Jeff Kurtzman- Bernards Township Resident

Ed Hardy -Bernards Township Resident

Frederick Zelley Esq., Bisongo, Loeffler & Zelley —Attorney for Mr. Kurtzman and Mr. Hardy

Approval of Minutes:
A motion to approve the SCADB minutes of the September 26, 2022 meeting and the October 24, 2022 meeting
was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Robert Schultz.

PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS:

1. Crestview Farms-

Samantha Alfonso Esq. of Alfonso and Webber represented Evan and Adam Tranquilli, owners of Crestview
Farm. Evan Tranquilli was sworn in and testified as to what activities were occurring on the property known as
Crestview Farms. The owner stated that he has a Woodland Management Plan for the property that is to be
implemented over ten years. This plan calls for the removal of invasive species, the removal of dead or diseased
trees, the replacement of trees with native species, and the laying down of wood chips through the woods to
ensure the permanent removal of all invasives.

Two neighbors Jeff Kurtzman and Ed Hardy with representation from Frederick Zelley Esq. presented the Board
with their concerns with the Tranquilli family running a tree service business from their farm and therefore
disrupting and disturbing the quiet neighborhood with daily noisy activities. The neighbors stated that the trucks
begin operating around 7:30am either remaining onsite or driving off-site to other locations and returns in the
evening each day. The neighbor also stated that they hear the back-up beepers on the trucks and that it is
disruptive to their day.

The Board was presented with video and pictures from the neighbors intending to show examples of the noise
and activity disturbances. The Board was also presented photos from the landowner intending to show the
necessity for the activities occurring on site for woodland management purposes, and daily farm activities. Both
parties were able to provide input to the Board for consideration.

2. Green Flash Farm (Golden-Back)-
This item was removed from the agenda and postponed until the Board’s regular meeting on January 23, 2023.




INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:
3. _SADC Meeting ~Update

David Zaback of the SADC reminded the Board that the SADC did not hold a November meeting due to the
holiday, and that the December meeting was being held on December 1, 2022. He thanked the Board and staff
for inviting him on the County’s monitoring. Stating that he was able to see what makes Somerset County farms
unique — citing his visits to Hidden Springs Lavender and Alpaca Farm and the multi-generation Johnson Farm.
Mr. Zaback reminded everyone of the joint Easement Outreach Event being held on December 7t and looks
forward to seeing everyone at the event.

4. County /State Boards of Agriculture — Update
Debbie Norz of the State Board of Agriculture updated the Board on several legislative proposals before the
Assembly and Senate that the State Board of Agriculture is closely monitoring. She shared that the State Board
is planning to assemble comments for the Assembly and Senate to consider during their processes.

5. Staff Comments
Principal Planner, Kate Katzer reminded the Board that on December 7, 2022, the County will host a Regional
Meeting/Program with the SADC to provide an overview of the various easement programs available to farmers:
the County PIG, Municipal PIG, Non-Profit Program, and the SADC Direct Easement Program. North Jersey
Resource Conservation and Development (NJRC&D) and N.O.F.A. (Northeast Organic Farmers Association) will
be sending informational items to display on tables at the event. This event will begin at 9:00 a.m. in the
Commissioners Meeting Room on level 3 of the County Administration Building.

Ms. Katzer also reminded the Board of Ag Day coming up in March of 2023. There will be a 40t anniversary
celebration of Somerset County's first preserved farm (The Baron Farm). The Farm to Frame event, a
collaborative effort with Somerset County Cultural and Heritage Commission will be unveiled in March of 2023.
Staff will also be working to put together an informational event for farmers that will highlight the opportunities,
grants, and support available to them through various organizations, regardless of preservation status.

Supervising Preservation Planner, Tom Boccino informed the Board that Director of Planning, Policy and
Economic Development, Walter Lane will be acknowledged by the New Jersey Chapter of American Planning
Association (NJAPA) as their 2022 Outstanding Professional Planner. There will be a ceremony by the NJAPA
on December 15, 2022, honoring Director Lane and the other award winners. The Board congratulated Mr. Lane
on his award.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:

1. Mueller Farm

The Board reviewed a resolution covering the continued cleanup of the asphalt millings on the Mueller Property,
their removal from the property, and the approval of the barn pad. Exhibit A was submitted to the Board by Mr.
Mueller's Consultant, Linda Peterson, which shows the location of the proposed barn pad. Kate Katzer explained



that the resolution will require a site visit be made after the millings are fully removed, and receipts of the removal
will be requested. A soil disturbance plan is on file with the Somerset-Union Soil Conservation District, and it will
ensure the project is in compliance prior to the letter approving the barn pad is released to Hillsborough Township.

The attorney for Mr. Mueller requested that action on the resolution be held until Mr. Mueller has submitted all
required documentation. Once all is completed on Mr. Mueller's part, the Board will act on the resolution to
authorize staff to release a letter to Hillshorough Township, once all millings have been removed and the site visit
has been completed. The letter will also give the approval to Hillsborough Township to release the building permit
for the barn.

2. Monitoring 2022
Ms. Katzer shared a recap of the monitored Farms. (October through November):

Vermeulen and Sons - (Branchburg Township) The owner of this 56-acre property is in the process of cleaning
up the property. Improvements throughout the property were cited during last year's monitoring season, and
additional progress was made during this last year. Significant amounts of materials have been recycled off-site,
buildings have been repaired, and the hoop houses on site have been repaired for reuse.

Cichowski Farms- (Franklin Township) This approximately 37-acre property has improved greatly since last year
with much progress made. The property has had significant amounts of materials removed and recycled off-site;
and additional materials have been gathered for removal. This property does not have an exception area but
there have been storage areas designated. An additional site visit is anticipated once the landowner can bring
his trailers to recycling.

Madden Farm- (Franklin Township) This 84-acre property has approximately four (4) piles of a rubbery material,
similar to what is found as a base for playground surfacing, near the rear of property. Staff will request that the
owner indicate the proposed use of the material.

Spook Hollow Farms- (Bedminster) This property was previously brought to the Board following a site visit. A new
house is being built on site, and staff was concerned that it may not be within the exception area. Staff had
reached out to the owner for more information and was also awaiting the surveys from the County Engineering
staff. After reviewing the documents, staff reported the new structure is within the exception area, and that all
work occurring onsite is within the exception area as well. Staff updated the Board that the property has seen
significant improvement since before the pandemic. The barns and outbuildings had roof replacements,
foundation and structural repairs, and re-painting.

Osterman Farm- (Hillsborough) Staff shared that there are areas of concern of the property. It appears that
roadways were added that were not reflected on the previous approved surveys, and there appear to be millings
around/near waterways on the property. The Somerset-Union Soil Conservation District staff was on-site during
the monitoring and shared that if roadways or millings need to be removed, depending on the size of the areas
disturbed, that the landowner may need to apply for a permit through their office. District staff will assist in



whatever way they can. Staff shared the survey of the property, and photos from the site visit for the Board to
review.

3.Closed Session

At 9:18 a.m. there was a motion to go into closed session made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Sandra
Rhue.

4.Results and Actions from Closed Session

Drenchko — No action required of the Board at this time.

Mueller - The draft resolution was removed from the agenda. Deputy County Council Greg Pasquale suggested
that the resolution be shared with Mr. Mueller's attorney and the Board agreed.

Vermeulen Farm and Cichowski Farm — Letters will be forwarded to the property owners stating that the progress
from 2021 to present has been acknowledged, and that the Board expects to see continued improvements. Site
visits will be scheduled once additional materials have been removed. A motion to send letters to the two property
owners was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Sandra Rhue. A roll call vote was made, and the motion
was passed.

Madden Farm- A motion was made for a letter is to be sent to Mr. Madden requesting that he identify the materials
on his property and their intended use. The motion was made by Sandra Rhue and seconded by Laura DePrado.
A roll call vote was made, and the motion was passed.

Osterman Farm, LLC - As done with all previous like matters motion to draft a letter requesting an updated survey
to show the locations of any roadways not previously shown on the original approved survey, and confirmation
that the millings placed onsite meet the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) guidelines, along with the request that the owner address any
stockpile material onsite was made by Robert Schultz and seconded by Laura DePrado. A roll call vote was
made, and the motion was passed.

Crestview Farms — A motion for SSAMP (Site Specific Agricultural Management Practice) was made addressing
current operations and stipulations which would be covered by the SSAMP. The motion was made by Laura
DePrado and seconded by Robert Schultz.

Due to the upcoming Holiday Season, Decembers meeting will be moved to December 19, 2022 at
8:00a.m.

At 10:14 a.m., a motion was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Robert Schultz to adjourn. A vote was
taken, and the motion passed unanimously.



The next meeting will be held in person on December 19, 2022, at 8:00 a.m. in the same location.

y’ctfully Supmitted by, .
/ » ”/&M

/ Sandra Rhue
Secretary/Treasurer




