
 

 

 

SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D. 

DISTRICT MEETING 

September 28, 2022 
 

PRESENT: Mark Kirby, Robert Amberg, Matthew Loper, Jim Laine, Matthew D’Alessandro, Ed Dec, 

Bianca Diaz Deliz (NRCS) 

 

ABSENT:  

 

CALL to ORDER: 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m.  

 

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE 

 

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT 

 

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975. 

 

APPROVAL of MINUTES 

 

A motion was made by Ed Dec to approve the July 2022 meeting minutes.  The motion was seconded by 

Jim Laine and unanimously passed. 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: 

 

The treasurer’s reports for July and August 2022 were reviewed by the Board.  Robert Amberg made a 

motion to approve the report.  The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously passed. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

None 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Montgomery soil dumping issue-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that disposal of the illegally placed soil 

on a preserved farm in Montgomery took place on 8/2/22 and 8/3/22.  Matthew was onsite the morning 

the disposal process started along with JM Sorge.  Matthew is assisting law enforcement to pursue the 

alleged parties involved in the incident(s). 

 

Staffing-Nathan Charron started with the office as a reviewer/inspector with previous experience from the 

Hudson Essex Passaic Soil Conservation District.  He is doing a great job and is an excellent addition to 

the office.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

SADC grant opportunity-John Kluthe of the SADC presented a grant opportunity to the SUSCD Board in 

conjunction with the NJ Department of Agriculture for the purchase of a no till drill to be used in the 

local demographic to create vegetative buffers dealing with erosion on farms.  Mr. Kluthe presented the 

idea for the SUSCD to own and maintain the drill if awarded the grant, but the SUSCD Board felt that 

many additional details and answers to questions were needed before any consideration could be made to 

be involved in any aspect with the ownership and/or maintenance of the drill.     

 

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the 

dates 7/28/22 to 9/28/22.  Matthew Loper recused himself from SUSCD File #2021-5101 from the 

completed list and SUSCD File #2022-5427 from the certified list.  Ed Dec recused himself from SUSCD 

File #2022-5454 and SUSCD File# 2022-5537 from the certified list.  Jim Laine recused himself from 

SUSCD File #2018-3096 from the certified list.  Jim Laine made a motion to approve the plans on the 

certified and completed list for the time period of 7/28/22 to 9/28/22.  The motion was seconded by Ed 

Dec and unanimously passed. 

 

Intern-Matthew reported that Thi Tran of Rutgers University will start in a few days as part of a 

Watershed Management Internship Program the university offers, and she will assist in processing 

database forms dealing with storm water basins in sites governed by SUSCD.  She took part in online 

training provided by Mr. John Showler, State Erosion Control Engineer for the NJ Department of 

Agriculture.  

 

NJDOT project in Hillsborough-Matthew reported that he reached out to the Section Chief for the 

northern region of the NJDOT because the SUSCD office has been receiving many complaints about the 

lack of erosion control measures for a NJDOT project along Route 206 in Hillsborough.  Nori has 

reached out to the Resident Engineer and will keep in contact about the repair and replacement of the 

erosion control measures for the project. 

 

Insurance coverage-Matthew reported that he was made aware of additional insurance coverages by the 

insurance agent in recent communication.  Matthew contacted all the soil districts in the state to inquire 

on their insurance coverages and suggested pursuing Errors and Omissions coverage and to purchase an 

umbrella policy increasing the amount of overall coverage.  A discussion took place amongst the Board 
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and a motion was made by Matthew Loper to purchase both the E & O insurance and the umbrella policy 

increasing the overall coverage.  The motion was seconded by Robert Amberg and unanimously passed. 

 

RFA invoice-Matthew reported that the RFA invoice was received for the 4th quarter of FY 2022 in the 

amount of $2,385.00.  A motion was made by Jim Laine to pay the invoice as presented.  The motion was 

seconded by Robert Amberg and unanimously passed by the Board. 

 

Chapter 251 surcharge fee invoice-Matthew reported that the Chapter 251 surcharge fee invoice was 

received for the 3rd quarter of FY 2022 in the amount of $3550.00.  A motion was made by Jim Laine to 

pay the invoice as presented.  The motion was seconded by Robert Amberg and unanimously passed by 

the Board. 

 

District clothing-Matthew requested that district clothing such as shirts, jackets, etc. be purchased for 

staff with the district logo for proper representation onsite and in the office.  Most other districts have 

such shirts and jackets.  A motion was made by Ed Dec to approve the purchase of district clothing for 

the staff.  The motion was seconded by Matthew Loper and was unanimously approved. 

 

SUSCD host district for staff training- Matthew reported he is working closely with Sara Mellor of the NJ 

Department of Agriculture, the NRCS and the Somerset County Park Commission for a soils training 

event to take place on 10/25 on the grounds of the Park Commission along Milltown Road by the NRCS 

State Soil Scientist followed by an indoor training session located at the SUSCD office and Somerset 

County 4H gymnasium.  Staff from central and northern soil conservation districts are invited to attend. 

 

Conservation plans-Bianca Diaz Deliz presented 4 conservation plans to be discussed.  A motion was 

made by Jim Laine to enter closed session.  The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously 

passed.  The Board entered closed session at 9:13 p.m and discussed the conservation plan requests.  A 

motion was made by Jim Laine to exit the closed session.  The motion was seconded by Robert Amberg 

and unanimously passed.  The regular meeting resumed at 9:18 p.m.  A motion was made by Robert 

Amberg to approve all 4 conservation plans as one group.  The motion was seconded by Matthew Loper 

and unanimously passed. 

 

 

REPORTS: 

 

NRCS – Bianca Diaz Deliz of the NRCS provided her monthly report and informed the Board that there 

have been several staffing changes at the NRCS and five new employees will soon be hired and trained to 

assist with the workload. 

 

SCD – Matthew D’Alessandro informed the Board that there will be OPRA training on 9/29 presented by 

the Government Records Council and Lisa Bernard of SUSCD will attend.  Matthew will be looking into 

new office furniture for the rear office.  The inspectors are continuing to request temporary and 

permanent stabilization on sites as it is the Fall growing season and an ideal time to achieve germination.  

Matthew continues to attend Somerset County Agriculture Development Board meetings and thanks the 

Board for their support and guidance. 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Robert Amberg made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Matthew Loper and 

unanimously passed. The meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m. 

 

NEXT MEETING: 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 19, 2022, at 12:00 p.m. at the district office. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Matthew D’Alessandro  

District Manager  

 


