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November 18, 2021 Continuum of Care meeting minutes

The November 2021 meeting, which took place virtually (due to the ongoing pandemic), via a Zoom conference call, was called to order and began at 11:32 am.  (The meeting began 30 minutes later than usual due to scheduling conflicts.) The minutes from the September meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.

The guest speaker was Dameon Stackhouse, Bridgewater’s Community Police Alliance Coordinator (CPAC).  This is a social worker position that involves receiving and analyzing referrals from the police department.  Dameon has his Masters from Rutgers University, which he received after serving nearly 12 years in prison for robbery.  He was released in 2016 and matriculated directly to Rutgers.  Dameon previously worked with Prevention Links, an organization that assists youth with substance use disorders.

The role of the CPAC is to bridge the gap between police officers and the community.  Dameon understands both sides.  Since he began the position, he has worked with 26 different residents, focusing on youth, domestic violence, substance use and mental health.  In working with kids, he tries to get them to understand that the things they do on social media could be detrimental to their future and even get them in trouble with the law.  He also works with homeless residents to get them into housing, especially during a Code Blue alert.

The CPAC is currently a pilot program, with services only available to Bridgewater residents.  The goal is to eventually place more CPACs in police departments throughout Somerset County.  The program has been popular with the Bridgewater police and they appreciate the case follow-up that Dameon provides. This helps to reduce their own stress and do their job more efficiently.

Dameon’s services are most useful and appropriate in situations where there is less threat of violence, where there is a PESS-related issue, and if there is a situation where the police can be appropriately diverted before they get there.

Voluteers of America (VOA) requested a Letter of Support from the CoC Committee. They are applying for a DCA shelter support grant to purchase new equipment and furniture.  The grant would be for $400,000 over two years and would spent on items including: new beds, new vehicles for transportation, new furniture for common areas, and an upgraded camera security system. Kim Cowart made a motion to vote and Paul Grzella seconded it.  The Committee voted to approve the Letter of Support.

The Committee took several minutes during the Reflections on Racism part of the meeting to give members an opportunity to comment and discuss issues of importance to them.

Announcements:

· Alternatives will have three (3) rapid rehousing spots available in December.  Candidates will be selected through the Coordinated Entry process.
· The Central Jersey Housing Resource Center (CJHRC) has two programs to assist residents: one to provide assistance with rent and security deposits and another to provide downpayment assistance grants.
· RideWise is providing free bicycles to individuals without reliable transportation. To qualify, personnel from a Social Services/Human Services/Non-profit agency in Somerset County must submit a referral form and the recipient must be employed.  They are also accepting donations of bicycles.
· There are still openings at the Woods at Warren development for people experiencing or at risk of homelessness.
· The HOME-ARP RFP is available.  The deadline for applications is December 1.
· Interfaith Rise is seeking volunteers and resources to assist refugees that are being resettled from Afghanistan.

The meeting adjourned at 12:34pm.


Attendees:

	Jeremy Hirsch
	Heather Pullen

	Kim Cowart
	Jay Weintraub

	Ed Prior
	Zack Berliner

	Sandra Escobar
	Paul Grzella

	Catherine Milko
	Meg Isbitski

	Dameon Stackhouse
	Alyssa Martini

	Colleen Chiu
	Beatriz Baldwin

	Heather Bielefeldt
	Ashley Scardigno

	Susie Suter
	Kevin Sluka

	Jackie Blake
	Kyle Vandenberg

	Myriam Clicquot
	Michelle Ramirez-Cruz

	Rev. Connie Milton
	Maria Marnell

	Linda Rapacki
	Mike Frost

	Joanne Hala
	Bethzabe Fernandes

	Tonya McKinley
	Mark Avery
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Human Services Director
MICHAEL FROST

Community Development Director
KIMBERLY COWART

well-being of all residents and communities by providing effective, efficient and responsive leadership.

COUNTY OF SOMERSET
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
27 Warren Street « P.0. Box 3000
Somerville, New Jersey 08876-1262
(908) 541-5756 - Fax (908) 575-3935
CommDev@co.somerset.nj.us
WWW.co.somerset.nj.us

- Mission Statement -
The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the

Somerset County Is An Equal Opportunity Employer

Aging & Disability Services
JOANNE FETZKO

One Stop Career Center
Juvenile Institutional Services
MONICA MULLIGAN

Richard Hall Community MHC
NICCI SPINAZZOLA

Rutgers Cooperative Extension
DARYL MINCH

Veterans Services
PETER NIEMIEC

Volunteer Services
WILLIAM F. CROSBY

Youth Services
LINDA M. PORCARO










