
 

Minutes of the April 25, 2022 
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board 

Virtual Meeting 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the April 25, 2022 Somerset County Agriculture Development Board (SCADB) 
Meeting began at 8:01 A.M. This meeting was held virtually due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Open Public Meetings Statement 

Chairman Mark Kirby reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with Open Public Meetings 
Act as follows: 

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., and the Emergency Remote Meeting 
Protocol for Local Public Bodies N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 through 1.7, adequate notice of this meeting has been 
provided.  The date, time and virtual meeting information for this meeting were published in The Star~Ledger and 
the Courier News.  The agenda and the virtual meeting information were also posted on the County Planning 
Board website.    
 
Roll Call  

Roll call was taken. There was a quorum. 

Members in Attendance: 
Mark W. Kirby, Chairman    
W. Peter Staats, Vice Chairman                                . 
Sandra D. Rhue, Secretary/Treasurer   
Laura DePrado  
Robert Schultz     
Kenneth Osterman                                                     
County Commissioner Paul Drake, Liaison  
 
Members Not in Attendance: 
Christopher Carnevale                                    
 
Somerset County Staff:                                                
Walter C. Lane, Director, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development  
Kate Katzer, Principal Planner, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development  
Thomas Boccino, Supervising Planner – Preservation, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development 
Angela Knowles, Deputy Director, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development  
Patrice Brown, Administrative Assistant, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development 
Greg Pasquale, Deputy County Counsel 
Kristine Sauerborn, Preservation Intern, Office of Planning, Policy, and Economic Development 
 
 



 

 
Public Members Present:  
Amy Mandelbaum, SADC Staff                                               
Dave Clapp, SADC Staff 
Stephanie Miller, SADC Staff 
Assemblyman Roy Freiman 
                                                                                           
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to approve the March 28, 2022 SCADB Meeting minutes was made by Vice Chairman Peter Staats  
and was seconded by Ken Osterman. After corrections were made, A roll call vote was taken, and the motion 
passed.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS: 
Assemblyman Roy Freiman addressed the board about his concern for not only Farmland Preservation 
challenges but Farmer Preservation challenges as well. He offered a listening ear to the Board.  The Board 
introduced themselves and Board welcomed the Assemblyman’s ideas, suggestions and presence at this and 
future meetings. 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
Somerset County Preservation Plan 
Principal Planner Kate Katzer reminded the Board that the Preservation Plan has been sent to the Somerset 
County Planning Board to begin the adoption process. The open public comment period remains open until May 
2, 2022. Once the public comment period ends, any comments on the Preservation plan will be reviewed by staff 
and the steering committee and any necessary changes will be made. The final revised Preservation Plan will be 
presented to the County Planning Board for final adoption on May 17, 2022.  
 
Director of Planning, Walter Lane added that there were approximately 60 people present for the public hearing 
for the Preservation Plan. Staff received over 400 public comments. The majority of the public comments were 
directed to the Historic Preservation Plan as it is the first Historic Plan that Somerset County has undertaken.  
The Farmland Preservation Plan and the Open Space Preservation plan are updates to their previously adopted 
plans 
 
SADC Meeting-Update 
Dave Clapp, of the SADC reported that the SADC will hold its next meeting is April 28, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.  The 
main topics will be the Soil Protection Standards and its progression.   
 
County /State Boards of Agriculture – Update 
No Comment 
 
 
 



 

Staff Comments 
Principal Planner Kate Katzer provided an overview of a draft Resolution endorsement of the Farmland 
Preservation Plan. If the County Agriculture Development Board approves the Resolution, staff will share it with 
the Somerset County Planning Board at their May 17th meeting.  Chairman Kirby requested that the resolution be 
read aloud for approval and agreement to proceed. Ms. Katzer read the draft resolution. Director of Planning, 
Policy and Economic Development, Walter Lane thanked the Board for adopting the Resolution. He also thanked 
the Cultural and Heritage Commission for endorsing the Plan. Director Lane went on to thank Chairman Kirby 
and Vice Chairman Staats for their participation in the Steering Committee that guided the plan to fruition. Director 
Lane also commended his staff for their hard work, support and dedication.  
 
DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS: 
 
Farmland Preservation Plan Resolution  
A motion was made by Ken Osterman and seconded by Sandra Rhue to adopt the resolution of support for the 
Somerset County Preservation Plan. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion was passed unanimously.  
 
Quick Farm (Montgomery Township) 
To be discussed during closed session. The County is working with the owner to help address the alleged illegal 
dumping on the property. 
 
Osterman Farm (Hillsborough Township) 
To be discussed during closed session.   
 
Mueller (Hillsborough Township)  
To be discussed during closed session.  Mr. Mueller is looking to address Deed of Easement Violations from the 
previous year. 
 
Hidden Brooke Farm (Bedminster) 
Ms. Katzer is currently working with Amy Mandelbaum of the SADC and Mr. Ashrafi to ensure this property is 
preserved. Mr. Ashrafi’s neighbor is looking to possibly preserve his 78-acre property if Hidden Brooke Farms is 
preserved. There may be possibility of Mr. Ashrafi’s neighbor to partner with Open Space to preserve an 
additional 10-acre piece which is between the two properties.  If this takes place, all of the farms on River Road 
would be in the County’s Preservation Program.  
 
Wesley-King Farm (Bedminster) 
This property was initially brought to the Board as a partnership opportunity between the County and the New 
Jersey Conservation Foundation The property is currently being sold, and the new owners are interested in 
picking up the application and move the property through to preservation. The property is set to close during May, 
and the owners would like to move the application along shortly thereafter.  
 
 



 

Drenchko Farm (Hillsborough) 
To be discussed in closed session. Ms. Katzer reported that staff received a Green Light response denying an 
application. There was discrepancy between the SADC and Hillsborough Township. 
 
Dorn  
Ms. Katzer updated the Board. Engineering has secured Stires Associates as the surveyor they are going to use. 
The survey is currently being done, and the subdivision of the severable exception areas will be done during the 
closing process. 
 
Segal & Morel  
Stires and Associates have been secured to survey this property and will begin their work immediately. 
 
Committee Meetings  
Kate Katzer shared that she and Chairman Kirby have been discussing the idea of the Committee meetings 
taking place every other month. With this new schedule, the Right to Farm Committee Meeting and the Legislation 
Committee meetings would alternate months. The Board discussed holding the committee meetings on the third 
Monday of the month. This proposed change was approved by the Board. 
 
CLOSED SESSION:  
At 8:38 a.m., a motion to go into closed session was moved by Peter Staats and seconded by Sandra Rhue.  A 
roll call vote was taken and the motion passed.  At 9:31 a.m., the Board came out of closed session.  
 
RESULTS AND ACTIONS FROM CLOSED SESSION:  
*Director Lane noted for the record that Board Member, Kenneth Osterman did not participate in any discussion 
pertaining to the Osterman property nor the Mueller property during closed session. 
 
Osterman (Hillsborough) 
There is no action required at this time. 
 
Mueller Property (Hillsborough) 
There is no action required at this time. 
 
Quick Farm (Montgomery)  
There is no action required at this time. 
 
Drenchko Farm (Hillsborough) 
A motion to move forward with bringing the property to the Commissioner’s at their next meeting and if they 
approve, to purchase the development rights on this property. The motion was made by Peter Staats and 
seconded by Ken Osterman.  A roll call vote was taken and the motion was passed.  
 
Note: Board member Robert Schultz signed off from the meeting at 9:00a.m. 



 

 
At 9:37 a.m. motion to Adjourn was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Sandra Rhue.  A unanimous vote 
was taken and the motion passed. 
 
The next meeting will be held on May 23, 2022, via Zoom at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
_____________________________ 
Sandra Rhue 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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