Minutes of the February 28, 2022
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board

Virtual Meeting

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the February 28, 2022 Somerset County Agriculture Development Board
(SCADB) Meeting began at 8:01 A.M. This meeting was held virtually due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Open Public Meetings Statement

Chairman Mark Kirby reported the meeting had been duly advertised in accordance with Open Public Meetings
Act as follows:

In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., and the Emergency Remote Meeting
Protocol for Local Public Bodies N.J.A.C. 5:39-1.1 through 1.7, adequate notice of this meeting has been
provided. The date, time and virtual meeting information for this meeting were published in The Star~Ledger and
the Courier News. The agenda and the virtual meeting information were also posted on the County Planning
Board website.

Roll Call
Roll call was taken. There was a full quorum after Robert Schultz entered the meeting at 8:05a.m.

Members in Attendance:

Mark W. Kirby, Chairman

W. Peter Staats, Vice Chairman

Sandra D. Rhue, Secretary/Treasurer
Christopher Carnevale

Laura DePrado

Robert Schultz

Kenneth Osterman

Matt D’Alessandro, Soil Conservation District
County Commissioner Paul Drake, Liaison

Members Not in Attendance:
None

Somerset County Staff:

Walter C. Lane, Director, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Kate Katzer, Principal Planner, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Thomas Boccino, Supervising Planner — Preservation, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development
Patrice Brown, Administrative Assistant, Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development

Greg Pasquale, Deputy County Counsel




Public Members Present:
Dave Clapp, SADC Staff

Approval of Minutes:
A motion to approve the January 24, 2022 SCADB Meeting minutes was made by Laura DePrado and was
seconded by Peter Staats. A roll call vote was taken, and the motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT & PRESENTATIONS:
None

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

Somerset County Preservation Plan

Principal Planner Kate Katzer informed the board that the final draft has been received from the consultant and
after staff review and any corrections have been made, it will go live on the Website. There will be a special
meeting of the Somerset County Planning Board on March 30, 2022, at 4:45pm where the Preservation Plan will
be introduced for adoption as part of the Somerset County Master Plan. There will be a 30-day comment period
for the public. Our hope is to have the Plan formally adopted in May 2022.

SADC Meeting-Update

David Clapp from the SADC reported that the Soil Protection work is continuing. The Legislature approved a Deer
Fence program for unpreserved farms. This program will be run through the Division of Agriculture and Natural
Resources. There will be a concentration on maintaining similar rules and regulation so as to avoid confusion of
eligibility and criteria.

Meeting Dates
Chairman Kirby revisited the adjusted meeting dates that were approved at last meeting. December meeting will

now fall on December 19, 2022 as to avoid meeting on Christmas.

Informational Updates
Chairman Kirby informed the board that Principal Planner Kate Katzer had updated addresses, phone numbers,
email addresses and term expiration dates.

Committee List
No changes will be made to the current Committee list at this time. A motion was made to keep the list as is by
Laura DePrado and was seconded by Vice Chairman Peter Staats. A role call was taken and the motion passed.

County /State Boards of Agriculture — Update
No Comment




Staff Comments
Principal Planner Kate Katzer introduced the new preservation intern, Kristine Sauerborn. The Board introduced
themselves to her. Principal Planner Kate Katzer will give an update on Hunter Farms in closed session.

Principal Planner Kate Katzer reported the updates on Ag Day. This event will feature many interesting activities
and will be held virtually. The Ag Board is partnering with Laura DePrado to bring Horticultural Therapy to local
long term facility residents. She has signed up to do videos with Commissioners Marano and Drake who will
participate in the event. There will be emphasis on mental health and seed planting. The Ag Board will donate
supplies to accommodate this event. Rutgers students are assisting Laura DePrado in preparation for this event.
Two groups (Plant Something and Growing Green) are also willing to participate in Ag Day mini events. Ag Day
will be March 18, 2022.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:

Deerfield Creek Farm (Branchburg)

Principal Planner Kate Katzer reported that this property (a.k.a. Dorn) is currently going through the Engineering
Survey process. Funding has been allotted for this property. The goal is to be able to close on this Farm by this
year's end.

Deerfield Farm (Bedminster)

Principal Planner Kate Katzer updated the board the status of the preservation of the farm. Sandy Urgo, from
The Land Conservancy of New Jersey, is working with the Ag Board on this process. The County intends to take
ownership of the Deed of Easement upon closing. There are final details being negotiated between the SADC
and the owner regarding the apartment above the barn and when the owners can expect the SADC'’s final
approval. The goal is for this property to close by years end. Final paperwork has already been submitted.

Segal & Morel (Bedminster)
Principal Planner Kate Katzer informed the board that the funds have been encumbered for this property and the
survey process has begun. Itis the goal for this property to close at years end or early 2023.

CLOSED SESSION:
At 8:34 a.m., a motion to go into closed moved by Sandra Rhue and seconded by Laura DePrado. A roll call
vote was taken and the motion passed. At 9:10 a.m., the Board came out of closed session.

RESULTS AND ACTIONS FROM CLOSED SESSION:

Mueller Property — A motion was made by Vice Chair Peter Stats for request of permission to proceed with
litigation to remove the easement across the Mueller property which was placed upon it when Al Osterman sold
it to him the motion was seconded by Sandra Rhue. A roll call vote was taken and the motion carried.




Note: Board Member, Mr. Kenneth Osterman, abstained from the vote and did not participate in any discussion
regarding this project.

At 9:14 a.m. motion to Adjourn was made by Chris Carnevale and seconded by Sandra Rhue. A roll call vote
was taken, and the motion passed.

The next meeting will be held on March 28, 2022, via Zoom at 8:00a.m.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Sancha e
Sandra Rhue
Secretary/Treasurer




