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SOMERSET - UNION SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Somerset County 4-H Center

308 Milltown Road - Bridgewater, NJ 08807
(908) 526-2701  Fax (908) 575-3977

SOMERSET-UNION S.C.D.
DISTRICT MEETING
January 19, 2022

PRESENT: Mark Kirby, Robert Amberg, Ed Dec, Matthew Loper, Jim Laine, Matthew D’ Alessandro,
Bianca Diaz Deliz (NRCYS)

ABSENT:

CALL to ORDER:

The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m.

PLEDGE of ALLEGIANCE

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the Open Public Meeting Act, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975.
APPROVAL of MINUTES

A motion was made by Jim Laine to approve the December 2021 meeting minutes. The motion was
seconded by Matthew Loper and unanimously passed.

TREASURER'S REPORT:

The treasurer’s report for December 2021 was reviewed by the Board. Ed Dec made a motion to approve
the report. The motion was seconded by Robert Amberg and unanimously passed.

CORRESPONDENCE:

None
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OLD BUSINESS:

Request for Assistance from the HCSCD- The Somerset Union SCD is continuing to assist in the review
of a project within the jurisdiction of the Hunterdon County SCD (at the request of the Hunterdon County
SCD). Nick Chaballa, Plan Reviewer from SUSCD is working closely with John Showler, State Erosion
Control Engineer to perform the review. The SUSCD will continue to communicate with the HCSCD
District Manager and the design engineer for the project to work towards the issuance of a SESC
certification.

NEW BUSINESS:

District Action on Ch. 251- The SUSCD Board reviewed the certified and completed projects for the
month of December 2021. Matthew Loper recused himself from SUSCD File #2021-5066 from the
certified list. Jim Laine made a motion to approve the plans on the certified and completed list for the
month of December 2021. The motion was seconded by Ed Dec and unanimously passed.

NJACD/SSCC Annual Conference-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the NJACD/SSCC Annual
Conference is scheduled for 3/28/22 at the Freehold SCD office complex. Registration begins at 7:00
a.m. Staff and Supervisors are encouraged to attend. The deadline to sign up for the conference is March
11, 2022.

Request for agenda item- The request from a member of the public to be included on the agenda was
postponed until next month. The agenda item is about energy assessments for land and business owners
in the area from a grant with RC&D.

Donation Request-Matthew D’Alessandro requested a donation be made to the Somerset County 4H
Scholarship Fund in the memory of Mark Kirby’s father after his passing in April 2021 in lieu of flowers.
The Board held a discussion. Mark Kirby recused himself from the conversation. A motion was made by
Ed Dec to provide a $250.00 donation to the 4H Scholarship Fund. The motion was seconded by Jim
Laine and was unanimously approved.

Audit update-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he worked with the auditor and can report that the
audit is completed with no issues.

NACD grant opportunity-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that unfortunately the SUSCD and Somerset
County were not able to provide the information needed to complete the application for the urban
agriculture grant with the NACD due to an overwhelming amount of applications and work for both
agencies dealing with Covid and short staff. Matthew will work with Somerset County to apply for a
future urban agriculture grant once made available. Matthew informed the NACD representatives and NJ
Department of Agriculture.

Invoice for annual audit-Matthew D’Alessandro reported that the invoice for the auditor was due in the
amount of $6,700.00. A motion was made by Robert Amberg to pay the invoice. The motion was
seconded by Jim Laine and was unanimously approved.
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Conservation Plans- none

REPORTS:

NRCS - Bianca Diaz Deliz reported that there were staff changes including the addition of a new soil
conservationist who will start on 1/31/22. She informed the Board that the NRCS is currently not open to
the public and that Covid protocol is managed on a weekly basis based on data.

SCD — Matthew D’Alessandro reported that he is initiating the steps to advertise and interview possible
intern candidates. He will reach out to Raritan Valley Community College and Rutgers University.
Matthew reported that the office has been researching copiers and that they are very expensive for the
needs of the office and there is a consideration of leasing one instead. He will brief the Board on any
decision made. Matthew reported he has been in contact with the NJDOT regarding complaints received
in reference to the tracking of sediment from a NJDOT site in Hillsborough from Old Camplain Road to
the Route 206 bypass. Matthew reported that John Showler, State Erosion Control Engineer visited the
office this month to accompany Nick Chaballa to a few major developments proposed within the
Somerset Union SCD jurisdiction. He reported that the office continues to be very busy with numerous
applications being received in both counties and much progress is being made.

ADJOURNMENT:

Jim Laine made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Matthew Loper and
unanimously passed. The meeting adjourned at 12:36 p.m.

NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, February 16, 2022, at noon at the district office.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew D’ Alessandro
District Manager



