Minutes of the

Somerset County Energy Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 21, 2021

Call to Order
Vice Chair Jeanne Perantoni, called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM

Pledge of Allegiance

Roll call
the following members were present:

Name Present (Yes/No)
William Amann, PE, LEED Fellow, DCEP - Chair No
Jeanne Perantoni, AIA, LEED AP - Vice Chair Yes
Wayne DeFeo, LEED AP - Secretary Yes
Axel Breidenbruch No
William Dondiego No
Dr. Vaseem Firdaus No
Ashish (AJ) Joshi No
William T. Knox, JD, CFA No
Walter Lane, PP, AICP Yes
Monica Lazer Yes
Jim Price No
Paul Drake, Commissioner Liaison Yes
Melonie Marano, Commissioner Alternate No

May 18, 2021, Meeting Minutes

Mr. Lane notified the Council that there were not enough members present to have a quorum, as such, the
May 18" 2021, meeting minutes were not approved. Mr. Lane added comments or corrections can be
submitted to be redistributed for the next meeting.

Chairman’s Comments

Vice Chair Perantoni highlighted the issues to be discussed. Committee reports will be addressing the
Resiliency Plan, Climate Change, Administrative Reorganization, and the C-PACE legislation.

Old Business

Status of the SCEC Projects
ICCP discussion tabled until next meeting
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Committee Chair Reports

Commissioner Drake noted President Biden’s UN speech on fighting global climate change. Commissioner
Drake commented on the Hurricane Ida weather event and its impact to Somerset County and the State of
New Jersey and the impacts of climate change. Commissioner Drake suggested a collaborative effort to
take the lead and combat the effort to design with nature. Nine inches of rain in four hours is an
insurmountable design standard that you can design for, how we manage that in the future is going to be
everyone’s responsibility and strategy.

Walter Lane discussed the County Planning Division’s organizational change. The Division is now the “Office
of Planning, Policy and Economic Development” and is in the process of transitioning from the Public Works
Department to the County Office of Administration. Mr. Lane talked about planning policy and aligning it
with the goals and objectives of the various County departments maximizing the benefits they provide and
highlight the good work these programs have done and will continue to do in the future. He stated it was
determined the Planning Office needed to be a clear driver of the County’s priorities, to elevate planning
to level it needs to be more effective, and to make it clear to the public, businesses and our other partners
that planning, preservation, sustainability, and economic development are priorities of this Board of
Commissioners.

NJ Resiliency Report Presentation

Ms. Lazer presented on the Draft of the State Planning Resiliency Strategy and five resiliency points on how
Somerset County can participate.

1. Integrate Resilience into local and regional planning
e Short Term - guidance on planning climate change, NJ Pact Rules, and technical assistance
program
= |ow lying areas
= proximity to the Raritan River and its affluents create conditions prone to flooding and
disruption
=  Additional thoughts:
a) Do we need evacuation plans?
b) High ground shelters?
c) Additional building codes for consideration of water basin impacts?
d) Additional funds for raising buildings?
e |long Term — increase flood insurance penetration, and promote risk disclosure for property
owners in current and future hazard areas

Mr. Lane commented that the resiliency strategy plan could give Counties additional oversight for detailed
planning regarding climate change adaptation, evacuation plans, and identifying flooding areas within the
County. The County is working with FEMA to map inundation areas and impacts from climate change in
future flooding events.

Commissioner Drake recommended using signage or a mechanism to mark/identify low lying roads
throughout the County that are prone to flooding, discussion followed in methods to alert the traveling
public to roads that are impassible.

2. Strengthen the resilient of NJ ecosystems
e Promote resource conservation and natural lands management
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e Short Term — wildlife risk assessment, CHANJ, ocean acidification plan
=  Somerset County thoughts — disseminate information on achievements and current work
in this area
e Longterm — targeted assistance for farmers and resource managers; expanded conservation
and restoration programs
= Somerset County thoughts — consider assistance in view of increased precipitation and
likelihood of floods

Mr. Lane talked about the preservation plan which includes an update to the farmland preservation plan,
open space and recreation master plan and also, creating a historic preservation element. At a high level,
the coordinated and integrated preservation plan introduces sustainability, resiliency, and climate change
concepts in the County’s preservation efforts and contains strategies to support/advance green
infrastructure, flood storage, expanding flood buffers, carbon sequestration, protecting existing habitats
and ecosystems and in managing and stewarding land use.

3.  Promote coordinated governance
e Short Term: interagency work plan and work plans for each agency
=  Somerset County — coordinate with townships and businesses:
a) EVand carbon print
b) Responses to climate events
c) Assign resilience officers
d) Increase data sharing across boards and departments
e |long Term: public engagement and data sharing portal
=  Somerset County — participate in data sharing portal. Consider use of social media for
additional information dissemination

Vice Chair Perantoni and Mr. Lane offered comments on coordination in areas that the County is already
involved in with federal, state and local governments and new ways to bring attention to sustainability and
resiliency through coordinated governance efforts.

4. Invest in information and increase public understanding
e Short Term: collaborative research, expand public resilience communications, update state
precipitation and storm data
= Somerset County — provide information dissemination through schools, summits, senior
center presentations
county level vulnerability assessment to identify areas of higher concern
e long term: climate change training for employees; workforce development
= Somerset County:
a) Engagement with RVCC, Rutgers, Princeton
b) Engagement with PSE&G, JCP&L

Commissioner Drake mentioned that there is an environmental program at RVCC and that the County is
looking at possibly partnering with the school.

Mr. Lane mentioned that there are competitive grant programs such as the federal Build Back Better
Regional Challenge Grant Program, the state regional challenge program focused on building coalitions in
environmental research and communication. There are four coalitions that are under development: Smart
Ports, Atlantic City Airport tech center, bio-manufacturing spearheaded by Rutgers, and the Clean Energy
coalition sponsored by Rowan.
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5. Promote climate information investments and innovative financing
e Short Term: incorporate climate change in funding criteria
= Somerset County:
a) Leverage state and federal funding
b) Incorporate climate change resilience in road and road surfaces work
e |long Term:incorporate risk assessments in investments and update funding criteria to include
quite considerations
= Somerset County:
a) Increased climate risk assessment considerations for the planning board approvals
b) Consider updates of building codes
6. Coastal Resilience Plan
e Need foraregional approach to waterways, river fronts, watersheds, and riverine communities

Policy & Legislation

Secretary DeFeo discussed the recycling cost debate taking place regarding solar panels. Lobbyists have
fought to keep recycling costs out of the purchase price for panels. If this cost were introduced in the short
run, it would have a negative effect at the long run break-even point to manufacture and sell solar panels
thus pricing itself out of the renewable energy market.

Secretary DeFeo also commented on recycling center fires from lithium-ion batteries and the recycle coach
program.

Adjournment

Motion to adjourn, submitted by Secretary DeFeo, seconded by Commissioner Drake.
Meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm.
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