Minutes of the September 27, 2021
Somerset County Agriculture Development Board

Virtual Meeting

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the September 27, 2021 Somerset County Agriculture Development
Board (CADB) Meeting began at 8:03 A.M. This meeting was held virtually due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Members in Attendance: Somerset County Staff:

Mark W. Kirby, Chairman Walter Lane, Director, Planning Div.

W. Peter Staats, Vice Chairman Kate Katzer, Principal Planner, Planning Div.

Sandra D. Rhue, Secretary/Treasurer Thomas Boccino, Open Space Coordinator, Planning Div.
Richard Norz Commissioner Paul Drake

Laura DePrado Greg Pasquale, Deputy County Counsel

Christopher Carnevale Patrice Brown, Administrative Assistant, Planning Div.
Robert Schultz

Public in Attendance:
Rachel DeFlumeri, SADC
Linda Peterson-Mueller (Hillsborough)

Members Not in Attendance:
None

Approval of Minutes:
A motion to approve the August 23, 2021 SCADB Meeting minutes was made by Richard Norz and
was seconded by Peter Staats. Corrections were made, roll call was done and the motion was passed
and carried.

Public Comment & Presentations:
1) Linda Peterson representing Mueller Farm in Hillsborough is requesting that the Board approves
suspension of the current phase of this project until next spring in light of the increased pricing due to
Hurricane Ida. Ms. Peterson also asked that the Board allow millings on the property to be sealed in
place rather than be removed and replaced to avoid excessive costs.

Informational Items:

I-2) Somerset County Preservation Plan Update
Kate Katzer reported the status of the Plan as having officially gone to Public Comment. Ms Katzer
shared that the Public Meetings will be held:




e Tuesday, September 28, 2021 at 2:00p.m.
e Thursday, September 30, 2021 at 6:30p.m.
e Tuesday, October 5, 2021 at 6:30p.m.

The Ag Plan ADA changes will be discussed for both the Drenchko Property in Hillsborough and the
Matthews property in Montgomery. The inclusion of these two properties was requested by the SADC.
The Somerset County GIS office is compiling a package of our map files to present for review by Steve
Bruder while he reviews the plan. The Steering Committee is scheduled to meet after the public
comment is over sometime in November.

Walter Lane added that overall the meetings have been well received. There are about 10 to 15 people
attend the first session. The comments were relatively positive. There are about 20 to 30 registered
attendees for the next few meetings.

I-3) SADC Meeting-Update
Richard Norz reported that he was unable to attend the SADC meeting and that an alternate attended
in his place.

I-4) County /State Boards of Agriculture - Update
Richard Norz recalled a legislative tour that he and his wife hosted at Norz Hill Farm. SSAMP process
is about a year old for Norz farm. Mr. Norz invited the Board along with any Commissioners who would
like to come to see the finished project of turning the existing milking parlor into an industrial grade
kitchen. Rich Norz announced that longtime Ag Agent, Nick Polanin is leaving and the County Board of
Ag is currently working to replace him.

I-5) Staff Comments
a. Influencing Agriculture Recap:

Kate Katzer gave the Board a recap of the Influencing Agriculture event which took place on
September 14, 2021. There were a reported over 60 people in attendance. The tour was well
received and attended. There were over 200 people livestream the event and comments were taken
from the virtual audience as well as the public in attendance. Overall there were 700 views on
Facebook. There was a panel consisting of:

e Margaret Waldock

e Lauren Salvatore

e Debbie Nors

e Joanne Powell

e Erica Puskas




Kate Katzer reported that the panel was successful and that a video is being created to share on
Youtube. Feedback has been very positive by those who experienced the event.

Ms. Katzer extended a thank you to Planning Division co-workers Tom D’amico, Tom Boccino, Kaitlin
Bundy and Natalie Zaman of the Somerset Cultural and Heritage Commission. Chairman Mark Kirby
thanked Kate Katzer and all those who contributed to the event. Walt Lane shared all the positive
remarks made by Commissioners as well as other attendees. Kate and Walt extended a special
Thank You to Commissioners Marano and Drake for their efforts and contributions with the event.

Walter Lane announced an organizational change at the County. The Somerset County Planning
Division will now be The Somerset County Office of Planning, Policy and Economic Development.
The Office will now report directly to the County Administrator. Mr. Lane also suggested for the
Board’s consideration, a resolution is drawn up to thank recently retired Tony McCracken for his
many years of service to the Somerset County Agriculture Development Board. Chairman Mark Kirby
was in agreement with Mr. Lane’s suggestion. The Chairman also congratulated Walter Lane on his
undertaking of new duties with his promotion.

b. Farm to Frame:
Kate Katzer reported on the Farm to Frame event. In partnership with Somerset County’s Cultural
and Heritage Commission, this event will showcase Artists from throughout the State of New Jersey.
These artists would be able to capture the various farms in the medium of their choice (painting,
photography, etc.) The artists will receive rules and regulation in participation. The farmers who wish
to participate will be given waiver releases and regulations as well. The expected start date is
January 2022.

¢. Monitoring 2021:
Monitoring sessions will take place October 18, 2021 through November 15, 2021.
The Monitoring list will be sent out soon. Commissioners Marano and Drake are interested in
attending a few of the monitoring sessions. Board members who wish to join are also welcome.

DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS:

D-1) Mueller (Hillsborough)
This topic will be further discussed in closed session.

D-2) Palermo (Bedminster)
Kate Katzer said that the closing packets have come in from the SADC and she is looking to close
soon. This topic will be further discussed in closed session.

D-3) Segal & Morel (Bedminster)
This topic will be further discussed in closed session.




D-4) Hunter Farms-Fly Complaint (Montgomery)
Kate Katzer reported that she and County Council attended a meeting with the SADC and the
Department of Agriculture. This meeting took place at an onsite visit to the property to address the
complaints of a fly problem. The Department of Agriculture Rep Sandra Howland is going into further
investigation on the property.

D-5) Closed Session
Closed session began at 9:00 a.m.

D-6) Results and actions from Closed Session (ended at 9:59 a.m.)
Mueller -Board to inquire on status of the Mueller remediation project. The Board will request to see
work done on the pad. A motion was made from Laura DePrado and seconded by Sandra Rhue. Roll
call was taken and the motion was passed and carried.

D-7) Adjournment
A 9:50 a.m. motion to adjourn was made by Laura DePrado and seconded by Peter Staats. All voted
Yes and the motion was passed and carried.

NEXT MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2021 VIA ZOOM AT
8:00 A.M.

Respectfully Submitted by,

Sandra Rhue
Secretary/Treasurer



