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January 12, 2023 Continuum of Care meeting minutes

The January 2023 meeting, which took place virtually, via a Zoom conference call, was called to order and began at 11:00 am.  The minutes from the November meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.

The meeting began with a brief presentation and request for a Letter of Support by Corey Panati from Soldier On.  Soldier On covers Somerset, Middlesex and Burlington counties.  Somerset County is the newest county that the organization works with and they are looking to be more involved.  They provide financial services and case management for veterans, and receive approximately $12 million from the VA for homeless prevention and rapid rehousing.  They are looking for a Letter of Support for their Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) program.  The CoC Committee voted unanimously to provide the Letter of Support.

Steve Katz informed the Committee that the county Food Bank is starting a food pantry at the VA campus in Lyons.  This will be available the 3rd Monday of every month starting January 23, 2023.

The meeting’s guest speaker was Nadia Loiseau, who is community member.  She has been assisted by the County’s social service system and wanted to share her experience.  She used to work at Robert Wood Johnson hospital, but then – between 2014 and 2015 – her husband passed away and she was diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis.  She tried to get medical assistance, but was unable to until late 2022.

Nadia still has physical disabilities, and it took many people with many different resources working together to get her where she is now.  Her advice to providers: “Just listen and try your best to help” people.  She knows that resources are scarce, but feels that “if all of us put our heads together, we can” help people and make a difference.

Katelyn from Monarch gave an update on the upcoming Point in Time Count (PITC).  This year’s Count will take place on January 25 and ask where people slept the night of the 24th.  Katelyn reminded the Committee that HMIS data will be pulled directly from the system, so agencies should make sure that data is up-to-date by January 27th.  All updates should be completed by February 3, at the latest.  Agencies with shelters with should fill out the Shelter Summary Form and return it to Monarch.  All paper surveys should be put into the Survey Monkey site by February 6th.

Kim provided an update on the Coordinated Entry system.  They are currently waitlisting people from outside of Somerset County.  A balance is trying to be found between taking pressure off Somerset’s system and trying to get people housed as quickly as possible.







Announcements:

· Agape had a client get housed at the new residences at Red Rock.  Habitat for Humanity has indicated they will assist people with getting furniture.
· Central Jersey Housing Resource Center has seminars on February 8 (renting an affordable unit) and March 14 (leasing and buying a car).
· DCA is opening their Section 8 program.
· The County Human Services Department will be holding an Open House on February 9.

Additional announcements were sent in via e-mail and distributed by Kim via e-mail after the meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 12:03 pm.
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Somerset County Is An Equal Opportunity Employer



- Mission Statement -
 The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the 
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COUNTY OF SOMERSET
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
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