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September 8, 2022 Continuum of Care meeting minutes

The September 2022 meeting, which took place virtually, via a Zoom conference call, was called to order and began at 11:01am.  The minutes from the July meeting were reviewed and unanimously approved.

The guest speaker for the meeting was Michele Crocker from the Somerset County Board of Social Services (BOSS).  The Board can provide a number of types of public assistance, including: TANF, food stamps, Medicaid and GA.  Residents can apply for any services at all 3 offices.  However, anyone applying for Medicaid must apply in Somerville.  Residents who are in need of TANF must provide proof residence, proof of ID, a lease and a bank statement.  Residents looking for GA must provide the same documents as for TANF, along with a birth certificate.  Residents who need emergency assistance must be eligible for TANF and/or GA.  The process usually takes 30 days, but if they are homeless, they may be offered immediate assistance.  The Board also has emergency funds for back rent and first month’s rent.

Residents applying for housing services must visit an office (in person).  Applications for GA and TANF may be completed online.

Answers to questions:

When a client calls the Board, the BOSS has to determine if there’s an emergency and get as much information as quickly as possible, so that the process can be much easier when the client comes in for a meeting.

The BOSS cannot assist residents who are over-income or from out-of-County.

Unaccompanied youth are referred to Visions & Pathways.

Eligibility for a TRA or ERA is determined by meeting with the client, finding out their needs, and trying to help them out with housing. The BOSS can also provide a referral for shelter.  The goal is always to get a client into permanent housing.

Transportation: the BOSS no longer provides transportation for medical needs.

Clients must have written documentation (such as a letter from their landlord) that they are facing eviction.

Walk-ins are welcome, although clients are urged to call first.

The BOSS can provide back rent but rent that is owed prior to January 2022 will not get paid.  Under the terms of a bill signed in May 2021, residents who apply for assistance, and have income below a certain threshold, cannot be evicted for rent owed between March 2020 and December 2021. Landlords may file a collection case, but residents cannot be evicted for owing back rent from this period.

Laurie Roome, from the Office of Volunteer Services, also made a presentation to the Committee.  Her office is able to assist residents ages 55 and up.  When people apply to volunteer, they are matched according to their skills. In general, they are placed where they want to be placed.  The Office holds an annual leaf cleanup program – everyone can participate, including kids if they have an adult with them.  This year, the one-day event will be held on November 19, 2022.  For anyone interested in volunteering, there is a list of volunteer needs on the website, or you can e-mail: volunteersvs@co.somerset.nj.us.


Announcements:

· Central Jersey Housing Resource Center will host a Home Safety Webinar on 9/28/22. A link to the flyer was put in the meeting chat and will be forwarded to the Committee via e-mail.
· The Somerset County Office of Operations and Planning will host its Joint Council Meeting on Sept 28th from 9 am - 12:30 pm.
· Middle Earth is celebrating its 50th anniversary with a Fall Festival on October 8 in Bound Brook. Flyers with details about attending, taking a table and sponsoring the event were all put in the meeting chat and will be forwarded to the Committee via e-mail.
· Somerset County will host its fourth annual Diversity Festival on October 16 from 12-4 pm on Main and Grove Streets in downtown Somerville.
· Visions and Pathways will host its annual Spark! Gala on October 27, 2022.
· The Somerset County Weatherization Program, overseen by Proceed, has money to help homeowners that meet income guidelines. Also, landlords/tenants can receive up to 50% assistance on heating units.
· The Office of Operations and Planning Joint Council Meeting is on Sept 28th from 9am - 12:30pm.
· RideWise offers a free bicycle program as an assist for individuals with no personal transportation. Individuals will receive a bicycle, helmet, lock, lights and a bell.

The meeting adjourned at 12:06pm.

Attendees:

	Jeremy Hirsch
	Cynthia Ramsey

	Kim Cowart
	Kyle Vandenberg

	Ed Prior
	Carolyn Solon

	Sandra Escobar
	Katherine Miller

	Susie Suter
	Gema Diaz

	Tonya McKinley
	Antoinette Ray

	Mark Harding
	Mike Frost

	Lynn Weckworth
	Sofia Bandeira

	Joanne Kemp
	Heather Pullen

	Brooke Gibbs
Zoila Gonzalez
Carrie Ferraro
Linda Rapacki
Mark Avery
Ana Diaz Lopez
Shana Bonetti
Sierra Schiff
Dan Hohman

	Heather Bielefeldt
Nadine Azari
Maria Marnell
Jeff Philips
Michele Crocker
Ashley Gibilisco
Rheana Johnson
Laurie Roome
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Human Services Director
MICHAEL FROST

Community Development Director
KIMBERLY COWART

well-being of all residents and communities by providing effective, efficient and responsive leadership.

COUNTY OF SOMERSET
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
27 Warren Street « P.0. Box 3000
Somerville, New Jersey 08876-1262
(908) 541-5756 - Fax (908) 575-3935
CommDev@co.somerset.nj.us
WWW.co.somerset.nj.us

- Mission Statement -
The County of Somerset is committed to excellence and innovation in public service, promoting the

Somerset County Is An Equal Opportunity Employer

Aging & Disability Services
JOANNE FETZKO

One Stop Career Center
Juvenile Institutional Services
MONICA MULLIGAN

Richard Hall Community MHC
NICCI SPINAZZOLA

Rutgers Cooperative Extension
DARYL MINCH

Veterans Services
PETER NIEMIEC

Volunteer Services
WILLIAM F. CROSBY

Youth Services
LINDA M. PORCARO










